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For educators individually and collectively who aspire to implement a
curriculum based on intellectual quality, and who recognize the importance of
infusing the teaching of academic literacy across the curriculum, Pauline
Gibbons' book provides inspiration and guidance. The wealth of classroom
examples based on actual practice convincingly refutes the argument, reflected
in much current practice, that EL and low-income students are incapable of
benefiting from an intellectually challenging, inquiry-based curriculum.

-Jim Cummins
University of Toronto

Deep understanding, critical thinking, subject knowledge, and control of
academic literacy are goals we have for all our students. The challenge for
teachers is to find a way of teaching that helps everyone, including English
learners, to reach these high expectations. In English Learners, Academic
Literacy, and Thinking, Pauline Gibbons presents an action-oriented approach
that gives English learners high-level support to match our high expectations.
Focusing on the middle grades of school, she shows how to plan rigorous,
literacy-oriented, content-based instruction and illustrates what a high-challenge,
high-support curriculum looks like in practice.
Gibbons (author of Scaffolding Language, Scaffolding Learning) presents and
discusses in detail five broad areas that enable English learners to participate in
high-quality learning across the curriculum:

engaging deeply with intellectual contexts●

developing academic literacy●

employing reading strategies and improving comprehension●

gaining writing independence and learning content-area genres●

using classroom talk to make sense of new concepts and as a bridge to writing.●

Based on these areas she then presents guidelines on designing long-term, high-
quality instruction that simultaneously provides explicit scaffolding for English
learners. Gibbons makes these guidelines an instructional reality through dozens
of examples of rich activities and tasks that can be used across the curriculum
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and that support the learning of all students.
English Learners, Academic Literacy, and Thinking supports teachers with
doable plans for instruction, reflection questions for individual or group study
together, and suggestions for further reading. The book is a valuable resource for
inservice training and college courses and provides an ideal basis for a
schoolwide response to the growing challenges of raising the achievement of
English language learners.
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For educators individually and collectively who aspire to implement a curriculum based on intellectual
quality, and who recognize the importance of infusing the teaching of academic literacy across the
curriculum, Pauline Gibbons' book provides inspiration and guidance. The wealth of classroom examples
based on actual practice convincingly refutes the argument, reflected in much current practice, that EL and
low-income students are incapable of benefiting from an intellectually challenging, inquiry-based
curriculum.

-Jim Cummins
University of Toronto

Deep understanding, critical thinking, subject knowledge, and control of academic literacy are goals we have
for all our students. The challenge for teachers is to find a way of teaching that helps everyone, including
English learners, to reach these high expectations. In English Learners, Academic Literacy, and Thinking,
Pauline Gibbons presents an action-oriented approach that gives English learners high-level support to match
our high expectations. Focusing on the middle grades of school, she shows how to plan rigorous, literacy-
oriented, content-based instruction and illustrates what a high-challenge, high-support curriculum looks like
in practice.
Gibbons (author of Scaffolding Language, Scaffolding Learning) presents and discusses in detail five broad
areas that enable English learners to participate in high-quality learning across the curriculum:

engaging deeply with intellectual contexts●

developing academic literacy●

employing reading strategies and improving comprehension●

gaining writing independence and learning content-area genres●

using classroom talk to make sense of new concepts and as a bridge to writing.●

Based on these areas she then presents guidelines on designing long-term, high-quality instruction that
simultaneously provides explicit scaffolding for English learners. Gibbons makes these guidelines an
instructional reality through dozens of examples of rich activities and tasks that can be used across the
curriculum and that support the learning of all students.
English Learners, Academic Literacy, and Thinking supports teachers with doable plans for instruction,
reflection questions for individual or group study together, and suggestions for further reading. The book is a
valuable resource for inservice training and college courses and provides an ideal basis for a schoolwide
response to the growing challenges of raising the achievement of English language learners.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Pauline Gibbons taught postgraduate and undergraduate TESOL courses at the University of Technology,
Sydney, for many years, and is now an Adjunct Professor at the University of New South Wales, Sydney.
She is also an independent EL consultant and her work with teachers has taken her to Hong Kong, Sweden,
Laos, Singapore, Indonesia, Thailand, China, South Africa, Marshall Islands, Iran, Germany, UK, and USA.
She has published extensively in EL education, including Bridging Discourses in the ESL Classroom:
students, teachers and researchers (Continuum, 2006), and two other Heinemann books: Learning to Learn in
a Second Language (1993) and English Learners, Academic Literacy and Thinking: Learning in the
Challenge Zone (2009).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Forest Nelson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled English Learners,
Academic Literacy, and Thinking: Learning in the Challenge Zone? Maybe it is to be best activity for you.
You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Detra Satterwhite:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and English Learners, Academic Literacy, and
Thinking: Learning in the Challenge Zone or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After
you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created
for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science publication, any other book likes English Learners, Academic Literacy, and
Thinking: Learning in the Challenge Zone to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book
like here.

Richard Pascual:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except



your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims English
Learners, Academic Literacy, and Thinking: Learning in the Challenge Zone.

Manuel Frazier:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the English Learners, Academic Literacy, and Thinking: Learning in the Challenge Zone when you
required it?
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