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Since the Middle Ages Europe has been one of the most urbanized continents on
the planet and Europe's cities have firmly stamped their imprint on the continent's
economic, social, political, and cultural life.

This study of European cities and towns from the fall of the Roman Empire to the
present day looks both at regional trends from across Europe and also at the
widely differing fortunes of individual communities on the roller coaster of
European urbanization. Taking a wide-angled view of the continent that
embraces northern and eastern Europe as well as the city systems of the
Mediterranean and western Europe, it addresses important debates ranging from
the nature of urban survival in the post-Roman era to the position of the
European city in a globalizing world.

The book is divided into three parts, dealing with the middle ages, the early
modern period, and the nineteenth and twentieth centuries - with each part
containing chapters on urban trends, the urban economy, social developments,
cultural life and landscape, and governance. Throughout, the book addresses key
questions such as the role of migration, including that of women and ethnic
minorities; the functioning of competition and emulation between cities, as well
as issues of inter-urban cooperation; the different ways civic leaders have sought
to promote urban identity and visibility; the significance of urban autonomy in
enabling cities to protect their interests against the state; and not least why
European cities and towns over the period have been such pressure cookers for
new ideas and creativity, whether economic, political, or cultural.
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Since the Middle Ages Europe has been one of the most urbanized continents on the planet and Europe's
cities have firmly stamped their imprint on the continent's economic, social, political, and cultural life.

This study of European cities and towns from the fall of the Roman Empire to the present day looks both at
regional trends from across Europe and also at the widely differing fortunes of individual communities on
the roller coaster of European urbanization. Taking a wide-angled view of the continent that embraces
northern and eastern Europe as well as the city systems of the Mediterranean and western Europe, it
addresses important debates ranging from the nature of urban survival in the post-Roman era to the position
of the European city in a globalizing world.

The book is divided into three parts, dealing with the middle ages, the early modern period, and the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries - with each part containing chapters on urban trends, the urban economy,
social developments, cultural life and landscape, and governance. Throughout, the book addresses key
questions such as the role of migration, including that of women and ethnic minorities; the functioning of
competition and emulation between cities, as well as issues of inter-urban cooperation; the different ways
civic leaders have sought to promote urban identity and visibility; the significance of urban autonomy in
enabling cities to protect their interests against the state; and not least why European cities and towns over
the period have been such pressure cookers for new ideas and creativity, whether economic, political, or
cultural.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A fine synthesis - a tour de force - that embodies a hugely impressive range of knowledge and
understanding about towns, and deserves to have the widest readership"

--Professor Peter Borsay, University of Aberystwyth

About the Author

Peter Clark is Professor of European Urban History at the University of Helsinki. Educated at Oxford, he
was previously professor at the University of Leicester, where he was Director of the Centre for Urban
History. In 1989 he helped found the European Association for Urban History.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Enrique McLean:

Here thing why this kind of European Cities and Towns: 400-2000 are different and reputable to be yours.
First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. European Cities and Towns: 400-2000 giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with European Cities and
Towns: 400-2000. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in
park, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published
book maybe the form of European Cities and Towns: 400-2000 in e-book can be your alternate.

Alma Rasmussen:

The ability that you get from European Cities and Towns: 400-2000 will be the more deep you excavating
the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but European Cities and Towns: 400-2000 giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this European Cities and Towns: 400-
2000 instantly.

Scott Rochelle:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach,



or picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled European Cities and Towns: 400-2000 can be
good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Christopher Williams:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time
to be go through. European Cities and Towns: 400-2000 can be your answer given it can be read by a person
who have those short free time problems.
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