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Even as media in myriad forms increasingly saturate our lives, we nonetheless
tend to describe our relationship to it in terms from the twentieth century: we are
consumers of media, choosing to engage with it. In Feed-Forward, Mark B. N.
Hansen shows just how outmoded that way of thinking is: media is no longer
separate from us but has become an inescapable part of our very experience of
the world.

Drawing on the speculative empiricism of philosopher Alfred North Whitehead,
Hansen reveals how new media call into play elements of sensibility that greatly
affect human selfhood without in any way belonging to the human. From social
media to data-mining to new sensor technologies, media in the twenty-first
century work largely outside the realm of perceptual consciousness, yet at the
same time inflect our every sensation. Understanding that paradox, Hansen
shows, offers us a chance to put forward a radically new vision of human
becoming, one that enables us to reground the human in a non-anthropocentric
view of the world and our experience in it.
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Even as media in myriad forms increasingly saturate our lives, we nonetheless tend to describe our
relationship to it in terms from the twentieth century: we are consumers of media, choosing to engage with it.
In Feed-Forward, Mark B. N. Hansen shows just how outmoded that way of thinking is: media is no longer
separate from us but has become an inescapable part of our very experience of the world.

Drawing on the speculative empiricism of philosopher Alfred North Whitehead, Hansen reveals how new
media call into play elements of sensibility that greatly affect human selfhood without in any
way belonging to the human. From social media to data-mining to new sensor technologies, media in the
twenty-first century work largely outside the realm of perceptual consciousness, yet at the same time inflect
our every sensation. Understanding that paradox, Hansen shows, offers us a chance to put forward a radically
new vision of human becoming, one that enables us to reground the human in a non-anthropocentric view of
the world and our experience in it.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A major contribution to the field. This is a potentially canonic book for specialists in philosophy, ethics, and
media studies. . . . Essential.”
(Choice)

“Feed-Forward is a major work, original and highly important. Hansen’s revisionary interpretation of
Whitehead’s thought is a deep, thorough, and learned one.”
(Steven Shaviro, Wayne State University)

“Feed-Forward is an ambitious and remarkably exciting take on contemporary media read through Alfred
North Whitehead’s philosophy. Hansen builds an extremely inspiring study that is rich with implications for
philosophers, media theorists, and anyone wanting to understand the microtemporal basis of contemporary
culture. Feed-Forward opens up a range of fresh ideas.”
(Jussi Parikka, Winchester School of Art, University of Southampton)

“Feed-Forward embarks on a rigorously philosophical appraisal of Whitehead in relation to our
contemporary socio-technical milieu and in the process unfolds a remarkable constellation of interlocking
theses about human experience. A Hansen book is always an anticipated event, but Feed-Forward is truly
extraordinary. It fundamentally alters the terms of the debate about human perception and cognition in
twenty-first-century media environments.”
(Rita Raley, University of California, Santa Barbara)

About the Author

Mark B. N. Hansen is professor of literature and media arts and sciences at Duke University, coeditor of
Critical Terms for Media Studies, and the author of three books, including Bodies in Code: Interfaces with
New Media.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Bradley:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Feed-Forward: On the Future of
Twenty-First-Century Media. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.



William Quesada:

The reserve with title Feed-Forward: On the Future of Twenty-First-Century Media includes a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That
is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of
the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Sylvia Grable:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Feed-Forward: On the Future
of Twenty-First-Century Media that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Feed-Forward: On the Future of Twenty-First-
Century Media become your personal starter.

Veda Howard:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Feed-Forward: On the Future of Twenty-First-Century Media this guide
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.
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