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Many people associate racism with bigoted individuals and radical groups on the
fringes of society. Shirley Better argues that racism is much larger than negative
attitudes and that it touches the very core of our lives as Americans. In this
enhanced second edition, Better explores the historical origins of institutional
racism, details its devastating effects on contemporary society such as the
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, and outlines real possibilities for social, political,
and economic change in the 21st century. Racism persists because dominant
groups are unwilling to acknowledge, let alone give up, the benefits of whiteness.
Through numerous examples, Institutional Racism demonstrates how inequality
and racial exclusion are embedded within the fabric of American society. Better
explores how racism has restricted equal access to educational opportunities,
employment, and housing, and she considers the influence of racism in the
criminal justice system. Beyond detailing the sometimes subtle institutional
causes and pernicious effects of racism, Better offers numerous strategies for
individuals and groups as they seek to combat this pervasive social problem.
Institutional Racism is a must read for those whose seek to understand the
underpinnings of racism and for everyone interested in the practical possibilities
of racial pluralism and equality in the United States.
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Many people associate racism with bigoted individuals and radical groups on the fringes of society. Shirley
Better argues that racism is much larger than negative attitudes and that it touches the very core of our lives
as Americans. In this enhanced second edition, Better explores the historical origins of institutional racism,
details its devastating effects on contemporary society such as the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, and
outlines real possibilities for social, political, and economic change in the 21st century. Racism persists
because dominant groups are unwilling to acknowledge, let alone give up, the benefits of whiteness. Through
numerous examples, Institutional Racism demonstrates how inequality and racial exclusion are embedded
within the fabric of American society. Better explores how racism has restricted equal access to educational
opportunities, employment, and housing, and she considers the influence of racism in the criminal justice
system. Beyond detailing the sometimes subtle institutional causes and pernicious effects of racism, Better
offers numerous strategies for individuals and groups as they seek to combat this pervasive social problem.
Institutional Racism is a must read for those whose seek to understand the underpinnings of racism and for
everyone interested in the practical possibilities of racial pluralism and equality in the United States.
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Editorial Review

Review
This second edition of Institutional Racism is a most timely publication for those who seek to understand the
structural and institutional impedances to attaining a society of race and ethnic pluralism. This work
critically examines and exposes the institutional dynamics that drive structured racism: It highlights a critical
analytic case study of the Katrina horror and offers from here to where with welfare. This important work is
a must for educators, students, community persons, and public policy framers who strive for justice in a
diverse society... (Douglas Glasgow)

Shirley Better has produced an extraordinary book, offering an in-depth understanding of America's ongoing
struggle with institutional racism and its efforts to eliminate it. A must read for social workers, social
planners, social activists, and all those engaged in the fight for social justice. (William T. Merritt)

This second edition of Institutional Racism is a most timely publication for those who seek to understand the
structural and institutional impedances to attaining a society of race and ethnic pluralism. This work
critically examines and exposes the institutional dynamics that drive structured racism: It highlights a critical
analytic case study of the Katrina horror and offers from here to where with welfare. This important work is
a must for educators, students, community persons, and public policy framers who strive for justice in a
diverse society. (Douglas Glasgow)

About the Author
Shirley Better is professor emeritus in the School of Social Work at California State University at Los
Angeles, where she designed and implemented an upper division theme of six courses focusing Institutional
Racism. She is one of the founders of the National Association of Black Social Workers (NABSW) and a
founder of ABSW-Los Angeles. Dr. Better serves on the boards of several community-based organizations.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Matthew Coleman:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As it is known to us that book is very important usually. The book Institutional Racism: A Primer on
Theory and Strategies for Social Change had been making you to know about other expertise and of course
you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Institutional Racism: A
Primer on Theory and Strategies for Social Change is not only giving you more new information but also to
become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book.
Try to make relationship with all the book Institutional Racism: A Primer on Theory and Strategies for
Social Change. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Elsie Fiala:

This Institutional Racism: A Primer on Theory and Strategies for Social Change book is simply not ordinary



book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This particular Institutional Racism: A Primer on Theory and Strategies for Social
Change without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry Institutional Racism: A Primer on Theory and Strategies for Social Change can bring any
time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your
lovely laptop even cell phone. This Institutional Racism: A Primer on Theory and Strategies for Social
Change having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Elizabeth Blake:

This Institutional Racism: A Primer on Theory and Strategies for Social Change usually are reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Institutional Racism: A Primer on Theory
and Strategies for Social Change can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Institutional Racism: A Primer on Theory and
Strategies for Social Change forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Betsy Aguilar:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Institutional Racism: A Primer on Theory and
Strategies for Social Change can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?
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