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This book presents a comprehensive history of the many contributions the Jesuits
made to science from their founding to the present. It also links the Jesuits
dedication to science with their specific spirituality which tries to find God in all
things. The book begins with Christopher Clavius, professor of mathematics in
the Roman College between 1567 and 1595, the initiator of this tradition.
It covers Jesuits scientific contributions in mathematics, astronomy, physics and
cartography up until the suppression of the order by the Pope in 1773. Next, the
book details the scientific work the Jesuits pursued after their restoration in 1814.
It examines the establishment of a network of observatories throughout the
world; details contributions made to the study of tropical hurricanes, earthquakes
and terrestrial magnetism and examines such important figures as Angelo Secchi,
Stephen J. Perry, James B. Macelwane and Pierre Teilhard de Chardin. From
their founding to the present, Jesuits have trodden an uncommon path to the
frontiers where the Christian message is not yet known. Jesuits’ work in science
is also an interesting chapter in the general problem of the relation between
science and religion. This book provides readers with a complete portrait of the
Jesuit scientific tradition. Its engaging story will appeal to those with an interest
in the history of science, the history of the relations between science and religion
and the history of Jesuits.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This excellent book by Udias (Complutense Univ. of Madrid, Spain) provides a comprehensive survey of
Jesuit science from the beginning of the Society of Jesus in 1540 to the present. … The book concludes with
long lists of Jesuit scientists organized by disciplines and a comprehensive bibliography. … Summing Up:
Highly recommended. All academic, professional, and general library collections.” (P. Grendler, Choice,
Vol. 52 (11), July, 2015)

From the Back Cover
This book presents a comprehensive history of the many contributions the Jesuits made to science from their
founding to the present. It also links the Jesuits dedication to science with their specific spirituality which
tries to find God in all things. The book begins with Christopher Clavius, professor of mathematics in the
Roman College between 1567 and 1595, the initiator of this tradition. It covers Jesuits scientific
contributions in mathematics, astronomy, physics and cartography up until the suppression of the order by
the Pope in 1773. Next, the book details the scientific work the Jesuits pursued after their restoration in 1814.
It examines the establishment of a network of observatories throughout the world; details contributions made
to the study of tropical hurricanes, earthquakes and terrestrial magnetism and examines such important
figures as Angelo Secchi, Stephen J. Perry, James B. Macelwane and Pierre Teilhard de Chardin. From their
founding to the present, Jesuits have trodden an uncommon path to the frontiers where the Christian message
is not yet known. Jesuits’ work in science is also an interesting chapter in the general problem of the relation
between science and religion. This book provides readers with a complete portrait of the Jesuit scientific
tradition. Its engaging story will appeal to those with an interest in the history of science, the history of the
relations between science and religion and the history of Jesuits.

About the Author
Agustín Udías, born in Santander, Spain in 1935. A priest of the Society of Jesus, obtained in 1964 his Ph. D.
degree in geophysics from Saint Louis University and in 1971 the degree of Doctor en Ciencias Físicas from
Universidad Complutense de Madrid. He has done research and teaching at the University of California,
Berkeley; the Wolfgang Goethe Universität, Frankfurt am Main and at the Universidad de Barcelona. Since
1977 was Professor of Geophysics and from 2005 is Professor Emeritus at the Universidad Complutense de
Madrid. He is member of the Academia Europeae (European Academy) and corresponding member of the
Real Academia de Historia (Royal academy of History (Spain)) and Academia de Ciencias y Artes de
Barcelona (Academy of sciences and Arts of Barcelona). Author of Principles of Seismology (Cambridge
University Press, 1999), Searching the Heavens and the Earth: The history of Jesuit Observatories (Kluwer,
Dordrecht, 2003), Historia de la Física. De Arquímedes a Einstein (Síntesis, Madrid, 2004), Ciencia y
religión: Dos visiones del mundo (Sal Terrae, Santander 2010) and with J. Mezcua of Fundamentos de
Geofísica (1 ed. Alhambra, 1985, 2. Ed. Alianza, Madrid, 1997) with E. Buforn and C. Pro. Solved problems
of geophysics (Cambridge University Press, 2012). He has published a large number of articles in
international journals on the topics of earthquake source mechanism, seismicity and seismotectonics of the
Mediterranean region, on science and religion, on Teilhard de Chardin and the history of Jesuits in science.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Eden Davis:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Jesuit Contribution to Science: A History. Try to the actual book Jesuit
Contribution to Science: A History as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you
experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to
suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the book.
So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Marlon Taylor:

The publication with title Jesuit Contribution to Science: A History has a lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that
exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know
how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Edward Johnson:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is Jesuit Contribution to Science: A History this e-book consist a lot of
the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown
up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Joseph Whitely:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of
news. With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Jesuit Contribution to Science: A History when you needed it?
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