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Revolutionary and ruler, Marxist and nationalit, liberator and despot, Mao
Zedong takes a place among the iconic leaders of the twentieth century. In this
book, Maurice Meisner offers a balanced portrait of the man who defined modern
China.

From hisrole as leader of acommunist revolution in awar-torn and largely rura
country to the disasters of the Great L eap Forward and the Cultural Revolution,
the relationship between Mao's ideas and his political action is highly disputed.
With unparalleled authority, Meisner shows how Mao's unique sinification of
Marxism provides the key to looking at this extraordinary political career. The
first part of the book is devoted to Mao's revolutionary leadership before 1949, in
particular the influence of the liberal and anarchist ideas of the May Fourth era,
his discovery of Marxism, Leninism and his conviction that peasants held the
potential for revolution. In the second part, Meisner analyses Mao's early
successes as a nationalist unifier and modernizer, the failure of his socialism and
his eventual transformation into atyrant.
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Editorial Review

Review
“A stimulating argument, useful for both novices and established scholars.”
History

"Meisner is uniquely qualified by political commitment, professional experience, and scholarly talent to
produce thisimportant new biography of Mao. He offers a reasoned, indeed regretful, Marxist analysis of
Mao's rale in the Chinese revolution, acknowledging his successes but particularly seeking to understand the
roots of Maos dictatorship and the many tragedies befell China under his sway. In thisway, Meisner offersa
useful and compelling narrative that truly provides food for thought.”

Timothy Cheek, University of British Columbia

"Meisner's updated assessment of Mao Zedong once again offers the best available intellectual history of
Mao's life and deeds."
L ee Feigon, University of Chicago

From the Back Cover

Revolutionary and ruler, Marxist and nationalist, liberator and despot, Mao Zedong takes a place among the
iconic leaders of the twentieth century. In this book, Maurice Meisner offers a balanced portrait of the man
who defined modern China.

From hisrole as leader of acommunist revolution in awar-torn and largely rural country to the disasters of
the Great Leap Forward and the Cultural Revolution, the relationship between Mao's ideas and his political
action is highly disputed. With unparalleled authority, Meisner shows how Mao's unique sinification of
Marxism provides the key to looking at this extraordinary political career. The first part of the book is
devoted to Mao's revolutionary leadership before 1949, in particular the influence of the liberal and anarchist
ideas of the May Fourth era, his discovery of Marxism, Leninism and his conviction that peasants held the
potential for revolution. In the second part, Meisner analyses Mao's early successes as a nationalist unifier
and modernizer, the failure of his socialism and his eventual transformation into atyrant.

About the Author
Maurice Meisner is Harvey Goldberg Emeritus Professor of History at the University of Wisconsin,
Madison.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Thomas Baldwin:

The actual book Mao Zedong: A Political and Intellectual Portrait (Political Profiles) hasalot info onit. So
when you check out this book you can get alot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after reading this article book.



Marilyn Chambers:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more
timeto be learn. Mao Zedong: A Political and Intellectual Portrait (Political Profiles) can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Angela Joseph:

Beside this specific Mao Zedong: A Palitical and Intellectual Portrait (Political Profiles) in your phone, it
could possibly give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Mao Zedong: A Palitical and Intellectual
Portrait (Political Profiles) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss this? Find this book as well asread it from at this point!

Scott Harrington:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to be able to year. Aswe
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may aso bring usto
around the world. By book Mao Zedong: A Political and Intellectual Portrait (Political Profiles) we can get
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book
Mao Zedong: A Political and Intellectual Portrait (Political Profiles). Y ou can more attractive than now.
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