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A teacher, a scholar, a philosopher, and an eyewitness to history, Sari Nusseibeh
is one of our most urgent and articulate authorities on the conflict in the Middle
East. From his time teaching side by side with Israelis at the Hebrew University
through his appointment by Yasir Arafat to administer the Arab Jerusalem, he
has held fast to the principles of freedom and equality for all, and his story
dramatizes the consequences of war, partition, and terrorism as few other books
have done. Once Upon a Country brings rare depth and compassion to the story
of his country.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Philosophy professor and political leader Nusseibeh, as the Oxford and Harvard-educated
descendant of an ancient and influential Jerusalem family, draws on deep roots in his account of a
dramatically displaced life. That's one reason why, despite his relative privilege, his autobiography dovetails
persuasively with the larger story of Palestinian dispossession and struggle in the 20th century. Nusseibeh, as
a former PLO representative, also has the vantage of a political insider. Equally instructive are his
differences from his fellow Palestinians, many of whom he encountered as his students in the classrooms and
cafes at Birzeit University in the West Bank, and later as president of Al Quds University in Jerusalem.
These interactions, among others, give shape to the story of this curious but reticent loner's immersion into
national politics, which is overshadowed by the memory of his father (a fiercely independent former
Jordanian minister and governor of Jerusalem). In relating the Palestinian perspective on the expulsions,
expropriations and deprivations during and after the wars of 1948, 1967 and beyond, Nusseibeh convincingly
interweaves personal experience and tectonic historical shifts, while charting his own political evolution and
eventual and resolute insistence on a two-state solution to the Israel-Palestine conflict. (Apr.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
Sari Nusseibeh is the ultimate insider, and he draws on that vast experience to shed light on the prospects for
peace in the Middle East. He patiently examines complex issues and offers enough nuances to please readers
who want to understand the ongoing conflict on a deeper level. The author's relatively evenhanded stance
(despite a less-than-flattering portrayal of former Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, as well as some
contested historical details) distinguishes Once Upon a Country from other, more agenda-driven efforts, as
does its call for nonviolent resolution and compromise. Nusseibeh, echoing Voltaire's notion that "the wisest
course of action is surely to tend to your own garden," casts a critical eye on both sides. The result is "a
deeply admirable book by a deeply admirable man" (New York Times Book Review).

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

From Booklist
Nusseibeh is head of the only Arab university in Jerusalem. His ancient family roots in Palestine go back
1,300 years. Without histrionics, this detailed insider's account blends Nusseibeh's personal experience as
son, husband, father, intellectual, and activist leader with the raging politics of his homeland over the last 40
years. Striving for a two-state solution, he calls for civil disobedience against the Israeli Occupation, never
for violence. He is close to the Israeli Peace Now movement, always believing that Palestinians and Jews are
natural allies: "Hamas and the Wall both slam the door shut on dialogue." He is unflinching, however, in
detailing instances of Israeli torture and children shot dead, and he quotes Sharon's references to creating
apartheid-type Bantustan barriers. His campaign against arrests, torture, and expulsions of his people
eventually landed him in prison. He recounts his experiences there with sorrow and anger, but also with the
bitter humor of the privileged activist under arrest who welcomes the peace of solitary confinement. Anyone
concerned with the Middle East will want to read this important and sure-to-be-controversial book. Hazel
Rochman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Raymond Llamas:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Once Upon a Country: A Palestinian Life. Try to the actual book Once
Upon a Country: A Palestinian Life as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you
sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your
case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's
make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Kirby Paradiso:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Once Upon a Country:
A Palestinian Life book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Gail Beattie:

This book untitled Once Upon a Country: A Palestinian Life to be one of several books that will best seller in
this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy
this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Sherry Holsey:

You can find this Once Upon a Country: A Palestinian Life by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing
or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book
are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for
you.
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