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There are few memoirs available of German Panzer crews that focus on the
climactic last 12 months of the war on the Eastern Front, 1944-45. \What makes
Bruno Friesen's account virtually uniqueis his family background: his parents
came from a German-speaking Mennonite community in Ukraine, and were to al
intents and purposes culturally German. To make matters even more complex, in
1924 his parents left the Ukraine for Canada, where Bruno was born. In March
1939 he and his brother Oscar found themselves on a ship bound for
Bremerhaven in Germany. He barely spoke German, and had never been to
Germany, nevertheless his father envisaged that a better life awaited them in the
Third Reich.

Needless to say, Bruno became caught up in the Second World War, and in 1942
was drafted into the Wehrmacht. The author provides a full account of hisfamily
background, and how, through these unusual circumstances, he found himself a
Canadian-born German soldier.

The bulk of the book is a detailed account of the author's training, and his
subsequent service with 25th Panzer Regiment, part of 7th Panzer Division. As
thetitle suggests, Bruno Friesen served as a gunner aboard, initially, Panzer 1V,
before crewing the lesser-known Jagdpanzer 1V tank hunter. The author provides
afantastic amount of information about these two vehicles, and how the crews
actually fought in battle with them. This kind of 'hands-on’ detail has almost
never been available before, particularly such extensive information concerning
the characteristics and combat performance of the Jagdpanzer 1V.

Apart from providing alarge fund of information about specific German tanks
and their combat performance, the author writes in great detail about the combat
the experienced on the Eastern Front, including tank battlesin Rumania, spring
1944, Lithuaniain the summer of 1944, and West Prussiaduring early 1945. If
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one wants to know how German tank crews fought the Sovietsin the last year of
the war, then this book provides an outstanding account, containing material
simply not found elsewhere.

The author closes his account by reflecting on his post-war efforts to return to
Canada, which eventually succeeded in 1950, and his subsequent life there.

This book is not just a critique of armored fighting vehicles and tank warfare, itis
above al avery human story, told in alively, conversational and fluid manner,
and is aremarkable contribution to the literature of the Second World War.
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There are few memoirs available of German Panzer crews that focus on the climactic last 12 months of the
war on the Eastern Front, 1944-45. What makes Bruno Friesen's account virtually unique is his family
background: his parents came from a German-speaking Mennonite community in Ukraine, and were to all
intents and purposes culturally German. To make matters even more complex, in 1924 his parents | eft the
Ukraine for Canada, where Bruno was born. In March 1939 he and his brother Oscar found themselves on a
ship bound for Bremerhaven in Germany. He barely spoke German, and had never been to Germany,
nevertheless his father envisaged that a better life awaited them in the Third Reich.

Needless to say, Bruno became caught up in the Second World War, and in 1942 was drafted into the
Wehrmacht. The author provides afull account of his family background, and how, through these unusual
circumstances, he found himself a Canadian-born German soldier.

The bulk of the book is a detailed account of the author's training, and his subsequent service with 25th
Panzer Regiment, part of 7th Panzer Division. Asthetitle suggests, Bruno Friesen served as a gunner aboard,
initially, Panzer 1Vs, before crewing the lesser-known Jagdpanzer 1V tank hunter. The author provides a
fantastic amount of information about these two vehicles, and how the crews actually fought in battle with
them. Thiskind of 'hands-on’ detail has amost never been available before, particularly such extensive
information concerning the characteristics and combat performance of the Jagdpanzer 1V.

Apart from providing alarge fund of information about specific German tanks and their combat
performance, the author writesin great detail about the combat the experienced on the Eastern Front,
including tank battles in Rumania, spring 1944, Lithuaniain the summer of 1944, and West Prussia during
early 1945. If one wants to know how German tank crews fought the Sovietsin the last year of the war, then
this book provides an outstanding account, containing material simply not found elsewhere.

The author closes his account by reflecting on his post-war efforts to return to Canada, which eventually
succeeded in 1950, and his subsequent life there.

This book is not just a critique of armored fighting vehicles and tank warfare, it is above all avery human
story, told in alively, conversational and fluid manner, and is a remarkabl e contribution to the literature of
the Second World War.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Brubo Friesen was born in a German-speaking Mennonite family who emigrated from the Ukraine to Canada
to escape Communism. Bruno's father sent him and his brother to Germany in 1939. Friesen was drafted into
the Whermacht in 1942, and fought with the 25th Panzer Regiment until returning to Canada after the war.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Janette Collins;

Book iswritten, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Panzer Gunner: From My Native
Canada to the German Osfront and Back. In Action with 25th Panzer Regiment, 7th Panzer Division 1944-45
will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Gary Morréll:

The ability that you get from Panzer Gunner: From My Native Canada to the German Osfront and Back. In
Action with 25th Panzer Regiment, 7th Panzer Division 1944-45 could be the more deep you digging the
information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to recognise but Panzer Gunner: From My Native Canada to the German Osfront and Back. In Action
with 25th Panzer Regiment, 7th Panzer Division 1944-45 giving you joy feeling of reading. The article
author conveystheir point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item
because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this specific Panzer Gunner: From My Native Canada to the German
Osfront and Back. In Action with 25th Panzer Regiment, 7th Panzer Division 1944-45 instantly.

Teresa Sullivan:

This Panzer Gunner: From My Native Canada to the German Osfront and Back. In Action with 25th Panzer
Regiment, 7th Panzer Division 1944-45 tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why.
The explanation of this Panzer Gunner: From My Native Canadato the German Osfront and Back. In Action
with 25th Panzer Regiment, 7th Panzer Division 1944-45 can be one of several great books you must haveis
actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that maybe will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Panzer Gunner: From My Native Canadato



the German Osfront and Back. In Action with 25th Panzer Regiment, 7th Panzer Division 1944-45 giving
you an enormous of experience such asrich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know
it useful in your day exercise. S0, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Panzer Gunner: From My Native
Canada to the German Osfront and Back. In Action with 25th Panzer Regiment, 7th Panzer Division 1944-45
that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react
towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of
you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good
habit, you are able to pick Panzer Gunner: From My Native Canada to the German Osfront and Back. In
Action with 25th Panzer Regiment, 7th Panzer Division 1944-45 become your own starter.
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