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Patrick Robertson's compendium of inventions, breakthroughs, and other "first"
events is a stunning achievement of over fifty years of research, collecting, and
writing. Robertson writes with charm and fluency on a massive range of topics-
the first computer, the first department store, the first black head of state (it's not
who you think), and a seemingly limitless array of others. The United States, in
particular, has been a cradle of innovation-44 percent of modern innovations, by
his calculation-and Robertson has identified a first time in America for each
entry. Comprehensive yet carefully curated, Robertson's Book of Firsts catalogs
watershed events of social relevance. It includes major achievements, like the
first women to serve in a regular army (bravo, Canada, and would you believe as
early as 1906?), but not mere curiosities, like the first women to serve disguised
as men. The result is a catalog of useful inventions and beginnings of trends, an
index of American and global culture of a kind you can't get anywhere else.
Handsomely designed, elegant, and effortless to read, this is both a work of
essential reference and a beautiful gift for history buffs, scientists, inventors, and
anyone with an inquiring mind.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Patrick Hickman Robertson began compiling his collection of firsts fifty years ago at the age of fourteen.
He continued his extensive research in the USA, Canada, New Zealand, Australia and South Africa before
settling down to a career at the BBC's cutting library. The first incarnation of this book, The Shell Book of
Firsts, appeared in the UK in 1974 and became an immediate bestseller. Robertson has been a Visiting
Scholar the University of North Carolina, a former chairman of the Ephemera Society, and owns the largest
private collection of vintage magazines in Britain.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sandy Gonsalves:

The book Robertson's Book of Firsts: Who Did What for the First Time can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book
Robertson's Book of Firsts: Who Did What for the First Time? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share
all of these. Book Robertson's Book of Firsts: Who Did What for the First Time has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read
a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Brenda Gregg:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to
answer that question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in
each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Robertson's
Book of Firsts: Who Did What for the First Time to read.

Rosemarie Sanders:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Robertson's Book of Firsts: Who
Did What for the First Time that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far



better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at
as your good habit, you could pick Robertson's Book of Firsts: Who Did What for the First Time become
your own personal starter.

Rex Pelkey:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose
the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of
book Robertson's Book of Firsts: Who Did What for the First Time. Contain your knowledge by it. Without
leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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