Shade's Children

By Garth Nix
Read Online ©

Shade's Children By Garth Nix

If you're lucky, you live to fight another day.

In afuturistic urban wasteland, evil Overlords have decreed that no human shall
live aday past their fourteenth birthday. On that Sad Birthday, the children of the
Dorms are taken to the Meat Factory, where they will be made into creatures
whose sole purposeisto kill.

The mysterious Shade—once a man, but now more like the machines he
fights—recruits the few teenagers who escape into a secret resistance force. With
luck, cunning, and skill, four of Shade's children come closer than any to
discovering the source of the Overlords power—and the key to their downfall.
But the closer they get, the more ruthless Shade seems to become. . . .
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fourteenth birthday. On that Sad Birthday, the children of the Dorms are taken to the Meat Factory, where
they will be made into creatures whose sole purpose is to kill.

The mysterious Shade—once a man, but now more like the machines he fights—recruits the few teenagers
who escape into a secret resistance force. With luck, cunning, and skill, four of Shade's children come closer
than any to discovering the source of the Overlords power—and the key to their downfall. But the closer
they get, the more ruthless Shade seems to become. . . .
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

In the brutal world of Shade's Children, your 14th birthday is your last. Malevolent Overlords rule the earth,
directing hideous, humanoid creatures to harvest the brains and muscles of teens for use in engineering foul
beasts to fight senseless wars. Y oung Gold-Eye escapes this horrific fate, fleeing the dormitories before his
Sad Birthday. He is rescued from certain doom by other refugees who live in an abandoned submarine and
work for Shade, a strange, computer-generated adult. Shade provides food and shelter in exchange for
information that the children gather on dangerous forays into Overlord territory. But what does Shade really
want? He is a sworn enemy of the Overlords, but his use of the children to gain knowledge and power seems
uncaring and ruthless. Finally, Gold-Eye and his new friends set out to destroy the Overlords--with or
without the enigmatic, dangerous Shade. Garth Nix, author of Sabriel, blends suspense, action, and high
emotion in this excellent, fast-moving science-fiction story.

From Publishers Weekly

Earth has been taken over by the terrible Overlords in this "amply imagined” science fiction/quest story, said
PW. "The twists and turns of the action-filled plot are compelling." Ages 12-up. (Oct.) r

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Grade 9 Up. One day, in the not-too-distant future, everyone over the age of 14 simply disappears. The
remaining children are rounded up to live in dormitories. Once they reach their "Sad Birthday" they are sent
to the "Meat Factory," where they are dismantled and used to make up the horrible half-human, half-
mechanical creatures that fight the violent, ritualistic battles of the seven warlords who have taken over
Earth. Some of the young people, however, develop psychic abilities that make escape from the dorms
possible; they live underground, doing their best to avoid the creatures and certain death. An almost-sentient
computer, Shade, uses teams of escapees to help him discover the secrets of the warlords so that he can
return things to normal. When his best team completes a nearly impossible mission during which one of their
own is captured, Shade refuses to authorize arescue. It then becomes clear to the teens that he has no
intention of letting things return to normal and that they are the last chance to save humanity from robotic
servitude. Although thisis afast-paced, exciting, and often graphic story, it is pretty serious science fiction
and its appeal will be limited to fans of the genre. Straight narrative chapters alternate with files from Shade's
increasingly unbalanced memory, a device that works well in this context. A well-written and engaging
book.?Carrie Schadle, New Y ork Public Library

Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Christina M oss:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Shade's Children that
give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who



wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible
to pick Shade's Children become your own starter.

Christine Clute:

This Shade's Children is great book for you because the content which can be full of information for you
who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book revea it info
accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences insideit. So if you are read
that hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Shade's Children in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer
you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book.
Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Pat Swartz:

Y ou may spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Shade's Children is ssmple to develop you
canread it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring the
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save the particular
book in your smart phone. Thus there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Cathie M oss;

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media socia just like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. Y ou can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
Shade's Children when you needed it?
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