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Few moments in history have seen as many seismic transformations as 1979.
That single year marked the emergence of revolutionary Islam as a global
political force, the beginning of market revolutions in China and Britain that
would radically alter the international economy, and the first stirrings of the
resistance movements in Eastern Europe and Afghanistan that ultimately led to
the collapse of the Soviet Union. In Strange Rebels, veteran journalist Christian
Caryl shows how the world we live in today and the problems that plague it
began to take shape in this pivotal year. Weaving the story of each of these
counterrevolutions into a brisk, gripping narrative, Strange Rebels is a
groundbreaking account of how these upheavals marked a startling conservative
challenge to communist and socialist systems around the globe, giving birth to
our modern age in the process.
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Editorial Review

Review
"If you haven't thought much about the year 1979, it's time you should. In this provocative work of
scholarship and reporting, Christian Caryl argues that this was the year when a counter-revolution-led by
Margaret Thatcher, John Paul II, Ayatollah Khomeini, and Deng Xiaoping-changed the course of history.
After reading this book you won't think the same way about the 20th century again." (Anne Applebaum,
author of Iron Curtain: The Crushing of Eastern Europe, 1944-1956) "At the end of the 20th century, two
coiled forces, religion and markets, sprung onto the world stage. From China's reforms to Margaret
Thatcher's rise to Ayatollah Khomeini's revolution, they all began in 1979 and have been shaping
international life ever since. Christian Caryl tells the story of that pivotal year-and its consequences-with
intelligence, grace and lucidity." (Fareed Zakaria) "Christian Caryl's book is eloquent, elegant, and
persuasive. It makes a connection that is obvious once he points it out-about the transformations in the
Middle East, central and east Asia, and Europe from West to East whose after-effects shape our politics,
culture, and economy even now. After reading this book, I will always think differently about developments
in Iran, Afghanistan, China, and elsewhere because of the connections Caryl has drawn out. This is a very
valuable and readable work combining the best elements of history and high-end contemporary reportage."
(James Fallows, author of China Airborne) "Christian Caryl takes a series of seemingly disparate events that
shook the world of the late 1970s and uncovers the strands that bind them together. The result is an amazing
story that illuminates the world we live in." (Dexter Filkins, author of The Forever War) "We knew
something was happening in 1979. And now, thanks to Christian Caryl, we know what it was. A hands-on
reporter with global experience, Caryl follows the common thread running through the seemingly unrelated
upheavals in Britain, Poland, Iran, Afghanistan, and China that year, revealing a powerful revolutionary
traditionalism that continues to shape the world we live in today. An eye-opening and deeply sobering book."
(Mark Lilla, author of The Stillborn God: Religion, Politics, and the Modern West)"

About the Author

Christian Caryl, a Senior Fellow at the Legatum Institute, is also a contributing editor at Foreign Policy, a
regular contributor to the New York Review of Books, and a former Newsweek correspondent. Caryl is a
senior fellow of the Center for International Studies at MIT and winner of an Overseas Press Club Award.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Armando Rodgers:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Strange Rebels: 1979 and the
Birth of the 21st Century book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.



Julie Boyle:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find book that need more time to be learn. Strange Rebels: 1979 and the Birth of the 21st Century can
be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Leonard Bartow:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this book. This Strange Rebels: 1979 and the Birth of
the 21st Century is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did
not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read
it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Sergio Terry:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Strange Rebels: 1979 and the Birth of the 21st Century when you needed it?
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