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Thetrial of Cultural Revolution leaders, including Mao's widow and her Gang of
Four, was the signal event in China's post-Mao transition. In its wake, Chinese
socialism emerged from the rubble of the Cultural Revolution to create the China
that we know today. This spectacular show trial was a curious exampl e of
transitional justice, marking a break from the trauma of the past, a shift to the
present era of reform, and a blueprint for building a better future. In this
groundbreaking reconstruction of the most famous trial in Chinese history, Alex
Cook shows how the event laid the cornerstone for a new model of socialist
justice; at the same time, a comparison of official political and legal sources with
works of popular literature reveals the conflicted cultural dimensions of this
justice. The result, Cook argues, saved Chinese socialism as ruling ideology, but
at the cost of its revolutionary soul.
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Thetrial of Cultural Revolution leaders, including Mao's widow and her Gang of Four, was the signal event
in China's post-Mao transition. In its wake, Chinese socialism emerged from the rubble of the Cultural
Revolution to create the Chinathat we know today. This spectacular show trial was a curious example of
transitional justice, marking a break from the trauma of the past, a shift to the present era of reform, and a
blueprint for building a better future. In this groundbreaking reconstruction of the most famous trial in
Chinese history, Alex Cook shows how the event laid the cornerstone for a new model of socialist justice; at
the same time, a comparison of officia political and legal sources with works of popular literature reveals
the conflicted cultural dimensions of thisjustice. The result, Cook argues, saved Chinese socialism asruling
ideology, but at the cost of its revolutionary soul.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book is an excellent exploration of the cultural politics of post-Mao China as well as an important
contribution to the study of the global unfolding of legal modernity. Drawing on an exceptionally wide-
ranging archive, Cook analyzes the contradictions between legality and humanity at a critical point in China's
transition.' Teemu Ruskola, Emory University, Atlanta

About the Author

Alexander C. Cook is Assistant Professor of Modern Chinese History at the University of California,
Berkeley. Previously a Stanford Humanities Fellow and Fulbright Student, he holds a PhD with distinction in
History from Columbia University, New Y ork. His research focuses on the history of Maoism in its global
and domestic contexts. He is editor of the volume Mao's Little Red Book: A Global History, and has
contributed chapters to the volumes Law and History (2004), A Critica Introduction to Mao (Cambridge,
2010), and Scripting Revolution (2015), as well as the forthcoming volumes Political Trialsand The
Cambridge History of Communism, Volume 3.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
David Robinson:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just their
can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
guarderia until university need this particular The Cultural Revolution on Tria: Mao and the Gang of Four
(Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) to read.

Charles Valentine:

This The Cultural Revolution on Trial: Mao and the Gang of Four (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian
Institute, Columbia University) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get details which is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will get. Thiskind of The
Cultural Revolution on Trial: Mao and the Gang of Four (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute,
Columbia University) without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't be worry The Cultural Revolution on Trial: Mao and the Gang of Four (Studies of the
Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) can bring once you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This The
Cultural Revolution on Trial: Mao and the Gang of Four (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Ingtitute,
Columbia University) having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.



Donald Cortes:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become alife style. Thisreading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one together with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The Cultural Revolution on Trial: Mao and the
Gang of Four (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) is kind of book which
isgiving the reader erratic experience.

Rebbecca Farley:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with palsisthing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
aready been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Cultural Revolution on Tria: Mao and the
Gang of Four (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University), it is possible to enjoy
both. It is very good combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of hangout typeisit? Oh
serioudly its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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