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In this book Judith Okely challenges popular accounts of Gypsies which suggest
that they were once isolated communities, enjoying an autonomous culture and
economy now largely eroded by the processes of industrialisation and western
capitalism. Dr Okely draws on her own extensive fieldwork and on contemporary
documents. The Traveller-Gypsies is the first monograph to be published on
Gypsies in Britain using the perspective of social anthropology. It examines the
historical origins of the Gypsies, their economy, travelling patterns, self-
ascription, kinship and political groupings, and their marriage choices,
upbringing and gender divisions. A detailed analysis of pollution beliefs reveals
an underlying system which expresses and reinforces the separation of Gypsies
from non-Gypsies. Explanations for beliefs are sought in their contemporary
meaning as opposed to their alleged Indian origin. None of these aspects are
analysed independently of the wider society, its policies, beliefs, and practices.
This book will be invaluable for teaching purposes, both as a study of a Gypsy
community per se, and for its discussion of the problems involved in carrying out
fieldwork within the anthropologist's own society. It will also interest the general
reader and the academic specialist; social anthropologists, sociologists,
historians, geographers, planners and all those concerned with minority groups.
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In this book Judith Okely challenges popular accounts of Gypsies which suggest that they were once isolated
communities, enjoying an autonomous culture and economy now largely eroded by the processes of
industrialisation and western capitalism. Dr Okely draws on her own extensive fieldwork and on
contemporary documents. The Traveller-Gypsies is the first monograph to be published on Gypsies in
Britain using the perspective of social anthropology. It examines the historical origins of the Gypsies, their
economy, travelling patterns, self-ascription, kinship and political groupings, and their marriage choices,
upbringing and gender divisions. A detailed analysis of pollution beliefs reveals an underlying system which
expresses and reinforces the separation of Gypsies from non-Gypsies. Explanations for beliefs are sought in
their contemporary meaning as opposed to their alleged Indian origin. None of these aspects are analysed
independently of the wider society, its policies, beliefs, and practices. This book will be invaluable for
teaching purposes, both as a study of a Gypsy community per se, and for its discussion of the problems
involved in carrying out fieldwork within the anthropologist's own society. It will also interest the general
reader and the academic specialist; social anthropologists, sociologists, historians, geographers, planners and
all those concerned with minority groups.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Rooks:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
book. The book The Traveller-Gypsies (Changing Culture Series) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not
have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this
book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Robin Adams:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Traveller-Gypsies
(Changing Culture Series) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman
but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as
your good habit, it is possible to pick The Traveller-Gypsies (Changing Culture Series) become your current
starter.

Marvin Ober:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Traveller-Gypsies
(Changing Culture Series) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Brittany Gonzalez:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Traveller-Gypsies (Changing Culture Series)
can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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