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Ours is an era of stunted public discourse, where instant polls, 900 numbers,
orchestrated petitions, and talk-show campaigning appear to have overwhelmed
participatory democracy. What has become of the freely reasoned public debate
and informed "consent of the governed" that, as cherished principle, we hold will
produce better leaders and better public decisions? Where—or what—is the voice
of the people todoay?

In this lively book James Fishkin evaluates modern democratic practices and
explains how the voice of the people has struggled to make itself heard in the
past. He tells a fascinating story of changing concepts and parctices of
democracy, with examples that range from ancient Sparta to America's founders
to the first Gallup polls to Ross Perot. He then develops the rationale for a new
method—the "deliberative opinion poll"—that uses modern media and survey
research to legitimately rediscover the people's voice.

Fishkin's proposal for televised deliberative opinion polls has already been
realized twice by the British television network Channel 4, and he discusses its
implementation in the book. In January 1996, his deliberative poll will be seen in
action in a "National Issues Convention" to be broadcast by PBS on the eve of
the American presidential primary season. During this broadcast, a national
random sample of citizens will interact with presidential contenders in order to
reflect and vote on the issues and candidates. Fishkin discusses the pros and cons
of this important event, giving behind-the-scenes details about preparations for it.

Here then is a compelling story of citizen deliberation from ancient Athens to the
present, setting the context for future deliberative polls and related efforts to
reinvigorate our public dialogue.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

James S. Fishkin holds the Darrell K. Royal Regents Chair in Government, Law, and Philosophy at the
University of Texas at Austin, where he is also chair of the Department of Government. The most recent of
his many books include Democracy and Deliberation and The Dialogue of Justice, both published by Yale
University Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melody Grissom:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book The Voice of the People: Public Opinion and
Democracy will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Arthur Freeman:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Voice of the People: Public
Opinion and Democracy. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Tammie Jackson:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Voice of the People: Public Opinion and
Democracy book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred
pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.



Herman Jenkins:

The actual book The Voice of the People: Public Opinion and Democracy has a lot associated with on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after reading this article book.
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