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Steven Naifeh and Gregory White Smith galvanized readers with their
astonishing Jackson Pollock: An American Saga, winner of the Pulitzer Prize for
biography, a book acclaimed for its miraculous research and overwhelming
narrative power. Now Naifeh and Smith have written another tour de force—an
exquisitely detailed, compellingly readable, and ultimately heartbreaking portrait
of creative genius Vincent van Gogh.

Working with the full cooperation of the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam,
Naifeh and Smith have accessed a wealth of previously untapped materials.
While drawing liberally from the artist’s famously eloquent letters, they have
also delved into hundreds of unpublished family correspondences, illuminating
with poignancy the wanderings of Van Gogh’s troubled, restless soul. Naifeh and
Smith bring a crucial understanding to the larger-than-life mythology of this
great artist—his early struggles to find his place in the world; his intense
relationship with his brother Theo; his impetus for turning to brush and canvas;
and his move to Provence, where in a brief burst of incandescent productivity he
painted some of the best-loved works in Western art.

The authors also shed new light on many unexplored aspects of Van Gogh’s
inner world: his deep immersion in literature and art; his erratic and tumultuous
romantic life; and his bouts of depression and mental illness.

Though countless books have been written about Van Gogh, and though the
broad outlines of his tragedy have long inhabited popular culture, no serious,
ambitious examination of his life has been attempted in more than seventy years.
Naifeh and Smith have re-created Van Gogh’s life with an astounding vividness
and psychological acuity that bring a completely new and sympathetic
understanding to this unique artistic genius whose signature images of sunflowers
and starry nights have won a permanent place in the human imagination.

From the Hardcover edition.
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Steven Naifeh and Gregory White Smith galvanized readers with their astonishing Jackson Pollock: An
American Saga, winner of the Pulitzer Prize for biography, a book acclaimed for its miraculous research and
overwhelming narrative power. Now Naifeh and Smith have written another tour de force—an exquisitely
detailed, compellingly readable, and ultimately heartbreaking portrait of creative genius Vincent van Gogh.

Working with the full cooperation of the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam, Naifeh and Smith have accessed
a wealth of previously untapped materials. While drawing liberally from the artist’s famously eloquent
letters, they have also delved into hundreds of unpublished family correspondences, illuminating with
poignancy the wanderings of Van Gogh’s troubled, restless soul. Naifeh and Smith bring a crucial
understanding to the larger-than-life mythology of this great artist—his early struggles to find his place in the
world; his intense relationship with his brother Theo; his impetus for turning to brush and canvas; and his
move to Provence, where in a brief burst of incandescent productivity he painted some of the best-loved
works in Western art.

The authors also shed new light on many unexplored aspects of Van Gogh’s inner world: his deep immersion
in literature and art; his erratic and tumultuous romantic life; and his bouts of depression and mental illness.

Though countless books have been written about Van Gogh, and though the broad outlines of his tragedy
have long inhabited popular culture, no serious, ambitious examination of his life has been attempted in more
than seventy years. Naifeh and Smith have re-created Van Gogh’s life with an astounding vividness and
psychological acuity that bring a completely new and sympathetic understanding to this unique artistic
genius whose signature images of sunflowers and starry nights have won a permanent place in the human
imagination.
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A Look Inside Van Gogh

Jo Bonger Van Gogh with son
Vincent van Gogh
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Review
“The definitive biography for decades to come.”—Leo Jansen, curator, the Van Gogh Museum, and co-
editor of Vincent van Gogh: The Complete Letters

“In their magisterial new biography, Van Gogh: The Life, Steven Naifeh and Gregory White Smith provide
a guided tour through the personal world and work of that Dutch painter, shining a bright light on the
evolution of his art. . . . What [the authors] capture so powerfully is Van Gogh’s extraordinary will to learn,



to persevere against the odds.”—Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times

“Captivating . . . Winners of the 1991 Pulitzer Prize for their biography of Jackson Pollock, [Naifeh and
Smith] bring a booming authorial voice and boundless ingenuity to the task and have written a thoroughly
engaging account of the Dutch painter. Drawing on Van Gogh’s almost uniquely rich correspondence . . .
the authors vividly reconstruct the intertwined stories of his life and his art, portraying him as a ‘victim of his
own fanatic heart.’ . . . Their fine book has the potential not only to reinvigorate the broad base of popular
interest that Van Gogh already enjoys but to introduce a whole new generation to one of art history’s most
remarkable creative spirits.”—Jonathan Lopez, The Wall Street Journal

“Could very well be the definitive biography . . . In it we get a much fuller view of Van Gogh, owing to the
decade Naifeh and Smith spent on research to create this scholarly and spellbinding work. . . . How pleased
we should be that [these authors] have rendered so exquisitely and respectfully Van Gogh’s short, intense,
and wholly interesting life.”—Roberta Silman, The Boston Globe
 
“This generation’s definitive portrait of the great Dutch post-Impressionist . . . [The authors’] most
important achievement is to produce a reckoning with Van Gogh’s occasional ‘madness’ that doesn’t lose
sight of the lucidity and intelligence—the profound sanity—of his art.”—Richard Lacayo, Time
 
“Brilliant . . . Steven Naifeh and Gregory White Smith are the big-game hunters of modern art history. . . .
[Van Gogh] rushes along on a tide of research. . . . At once a model of scholarship and an emotive, pacy
chunk of hagiography.”—Martin Herbert, The Daily Telegraph (London)

About the Author
Steven Naifeh and Gregory White Smith are graduates of Harvard Law School. Mr. Naifeh, who has
written for art periodicals and has lectured at numerous museums including the National Gallery of Art,
studied art history at Princeton and did his graduate work at the Fogg Art Museum of Harvard University.
Together they have written many books on art and other subjects, including four New York Times bestsellers.
Their biography Jackson Pollock: An American Saga won the Pulitzer Prize and was a finalist for the
National Book Award. It also inspired the Academy Award–winning 2000 film Pollock starring Ed Harris
and Marcia Gay Harden as well as John Updike’s novel, Seek My Face. Naifeh and Smith have been profiled
in The New Yorker, The New York Times, USA Today, and People, and have appeared on 60 Minutes, The
Oprah Winfrey Show, Larry King Live, Charlie Rose, and the Today show.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nathan Ramsey:

This Van Gogh: The Life book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you have by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data
which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular Van Gogh: The Life
without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be
worry Van Gogh: The Life can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be
full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Van Gogh: The Life having very
good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.



Juan Reynolds:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Van Gogh: The Life is kind of reserve which
is giving the reader capricious experience.

Robin Holloway:

This book untitled Van Gogh: The Life to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly,
that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book
in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So
there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Christopher Williams:

The reason why? Because this Van Gogh: The Life is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than
the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want
to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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