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The heroes and villains, triumphs and disasters of English history are instantly
familiar—from the Norman Conquest to Henry VIII, Queen Victoria to the two
world wars. But to understand their full significance we need to know the whole
story. A Short History of England sheds new light on all the key individuals and
events in English history by bringing them together in an enlightening account of
the country's birth, rise to global prominence, and then partial eclipse. It is the
definitive narrative of how today's England came to be.
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Editorial Review

Review

Irish Times
“Simon Jenkins has boldly written a unitary, continuous text, taking “England” as his subject. The boldness
should not surprise us. He is a stellar public intellectual and the best newspaper columnist in the business: the
wit, dazzle and scornful elan of his weekly Guardian pieces make them required reading…A Short History of
England is intermittently enlivened by his passion for political analysis; the approach also reflects his
architectural bent, as chairman of the National Trust and author of several invigorating surveys of houses and
churches.”

The Spectator
“This is traditional, kings-and-things, great-men history with all its dates and famous quotations in place ...
it's jolly good ... Jenkins has a newspaper columnist's aphoristic verve.”
 

New Statesman
“Full of good writing and lively anecdote... Simon Jenkins's Short History of England, published in
association with the National Trust, is a handsome book whose narrative gains strength as it goes through the
Middle Ages and finds itself in the modern period. His account of the 20th century is full of the good
judgements one might hope for from such a sensible and readable commentator, and they alone are worth
perusing for pleasure and food for thought. Jenkins is especially good at analysing what he sees as the central
idea - the balance between royal power and popular consent.”
 
Kirkus Reviews
“The book is elevated by the author's engaging writing style, and he does a remarkable job with English
royal history from 1066 to 1714, demonstrating how the individual kings and queens fit together into one
coherent story…A broad, accessible history for those readers not well versed in English history.”

City AM(UK)
“Dip into a chapter of an evening and let Jenkins sweep you through England's history, painting a vivid
picture of this country's green and pleasant land.”

About the Author

Simon Jenkins is the author of the international bestsellers England's Thousand Best Churches and
England's Thousand Best Houses, the former editor of The Times and Evening Standard and a columnist for
the Guardian. He is chairman of the National Trust.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Yvonne Casey:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible A Short History of
England: The Glorious Story of a Rowdy Nation? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Kyle Gill:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this A Short History of England: The
Glorious Story of a Rowdy Nation book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Donald Bonilla:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you
have read will be A Short History of England: The Glorious Story of a Rowdy Nation.

Brooke Lambeth:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to be read. A
Short History of England: The Glorious Story of a Rowdy Nation can be your answer since it can be read by
anyone who have those short time problems.
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