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From its advent in the mid-late nineteenth century as a garden-party pastime to
its development into a highly commercialised and professionalised high-
performance sport, the history of tennis in Britain reflects important themes in
Britain’s social history. In the first comprehensive and critical account of the
history of tennis in Britain, Robert Lake explains how the game’s historical roots
have shaped its contemporary structure, and how the history of tennis can tell us
much about the history of wider British society.

Since its emergence as a spare-time diversion for landed elites, the dominant
culture in British tennis has been one of amateurism and exclusion, with tennis
sitting alongside cricket and golf as a vehicle for the reproduction of middle-class
values throughout wider British society in the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries. Consequently, the Lawn Tennis Association has been accused of a
failure to promote inclusion or widen participation, despite steadfast efforts to
develop talent and improve coaching practices and structures. Robert Lake
examines these themes in the context of the global development of tennis and
important processes of commercialisation and professional and social
development that have shaped both tennis and wider society.

The social history of tennis in Britain is a microcosm of late-nineteenth and
twentieth-century British social history: sustained class power and class conflict;
struggles for female emancipation and racial integration; the decline of empire;
and, Britain’s shifting relationship with America, continental Europe, and
Commonwealth nations. This book is important and fascinating reading for
anybody with an interest in the history of sport or British social history.
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Winner of the Lord Aberdare Literary Prize 2015- from the British Society for Sports History.

From its advent in the mid-late nineteenth century as a garden-party pastime to its development into a highly
commercialised and professionalised high-performance sport, the history of tennis in Britain reflects
important themes in Britain’s social history. In the first comprehensive and critical account of the history of
tennis in Britain, Robert Lake explains how the game’s historical roots have shaped its contemporary
structure, and how the history of tennis can tell us much about the history of wider British society.

Since its emergence as a spare-time diversion for landed elites, the dominant culture in British tennis has
been one of amateurism and exclusion, with tennis sitting alongside cricket and golf as a vehicle for the
reproduction of middle-class values throughout wider British society in the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries. Consequently, the Lawn Tennis Association has been accused of a failure to promote inclusion or
widen participation, despite steadfast efforts to develop talent and improve coaching practices and structures.
Robert Lake examines these themes in the context of the global development of tennis and important
processes of commercialisation and professional and social development that have shaped both tennis and
wider society.

The social history of tennis in Britain is a microcosm of late-nineteenth and twentieth-century British social
history: sustained class power and class conflict; struggles for female emancipation and racial integration;
the decline of empire; and, Britain’s shifting relationship with America, continental Europe, and
Commonwealth nations. This book is important and fascinating reading for anybody with an interest in the
history of sport or British social history.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Whilst tennis has had ample attention in sports history literature, there has remained a conspicuous absence
of such a sustained, comprehensive volume on tennis. There is now an essential account for anyone
considering embarking on a study on tennis. Also, anyone giving serious consideration to issues of gender,
class, or ethnicity in Britain's social history will also benefit from this work, and find the vivid examples and
fervent discussions within the tennis context valuable. These elements all helped to capture the imagination
and retain the attention, which made for a genuinely gratifying read. There is no jargon or dwelling on
unnecessary detail; so the book remains suitable for any reader and will engross the historian, the sociologist,
and the tennis enthusiast equally', Adam Benkwitz, International Journal of the History of Sport

‘Lake’s achievement is to provide the first, much-needed, detailed overview of the social history of British
lawn tennis from the Victorian period to the present day. By tracing the evolution of the game and placing it
within a broader context, the author sheds light on several wider themes, including the relationship between
sport and the nation’s changing place on the world stage and the rise of professionalism and commercialism
in the second half of the twentieth century’, Kevin Jefferys, Sport in History

'Lake blends a reconstructionist's rigor in recounting the sport's early days with a constructionist's articulative
imagination in effectively linking the evolution of tennis with broader political, social, and economic
formations in modern Britain (and beyond). The book is rich with nuanced accounts of how specific codes,
rules, organizations, and identities worked in dialectic cadence with gender and race politics, class power,
fading colonial structures, and burgeoning commercial imperatives. As a representation of history, this book
will serve the student of British sport culture well in capturing the political impulses that shaped the game's
development. Summing Up: Recommended', J. Newman, CHOICE Reviews, June 2015

'At every stage, Lake manages to place what was going on in tennis in the wider context of social, cultural,
political, and economic developments, and also makes links between tennis and other sports, especially in
relation to themes such as commercialism and professionalism. We have waited a long time for a book such
as this, and I am confident that Lake’s work will fill the gap in the historiography of British sport ...', Martin
Polley, Director of the International Centre for Sports History and Culture, De Montfort University, UK

'A fascinating, comprehensive history of British tennis, providing a detailed analysis of tennis's place in, and
influence on, wider British society while also examining the leading role Britain played in the development
of the game world-wide', Marcus Hunt, MA Sport, Culture and Society

 'One of the book’s strengths is its breadth of coverage... not only historians of sport but historians more
generally will gain much from Lake’s careful, in- depth and analytical study which provides a deep and
nuanced understanding of tennis in Britain.', Mike Huggins, University of Cumbria, Journal of Sport History

 

 



About the Author

Robert J. Lake is a faculty member in the Department of Sport Science at Douglas College, Canada. His
research focuses chiefly on the history and sociology of tennis, particularly related to social class, gender,
nationalism, social exclusion, coaching and talent development

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Hernandez:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book A Social History of Tennis in Britain
(Routledge Research in Sports History) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
acceptable book with you?

Tina Alley:

Often the book A Social History of Tennis in Britain (Routledge Research in Sports History) has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Jessie Loudermilk:

You can find this A Social History of Tennis in Britain (Routledge Research in Sports History) by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally
can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade.
Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Roy Taylor:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book A Social History of Tennis in
Britain (Routledge Research in Sports History) to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and study it. Beside that the reserve A Social History of Tennis in Britain (Routledge Research



in Sports History) can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of this time.
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