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The book has two aims. First, to examine the extent and significance of the
connection between Hume's aesthetics and his moral philosophy; and, second, to
consider how, in light of the connection, his moral philosophy answers central
questions in ethics.

The first aim is realized in chapters 1-4. Chapter 1 examines Hume's essay "Of
the Standard of Taste" to understand his search for a "standard" and how this
affects the scope of his aesthetics. Chapter 2 establishes that he treats beauty in
nature and art and moral beauty as similar in kind, and applies the conclusions
about his aesthetics to his moral thought. Chapter 3 solves a puzzle to which this
gives rise, namely, how individuals both accept general standards that they also
contravene in the course of aesthetic and moral activity. Chapter 4 takes up the
normative aspect of Hume's approach by understanding moral character through
his view of moral beauty.

The second aim of the book is realized in chapters 5-7 by entertaining three
objections against Hume's moral philosophy. First, if morality is an immediate
reaction to the beauty of vice and the deformity of virtue, why is perfect virtue
not the general condition of every human individual? Second, if morality consists
of sentiments that arise in the subject, how can moral judgments be objective and
claim universal validity? And third, if one can talk of "general standards"
governing conduct, how does one account for the diversity of moral systems and
their change over time? The first is answered by showing that like good taste in
aesthetics, 'right taste' in morals requires that the sentiments are educated; the
second, by arguing against the view that Hume is a subjectivist and a relativist,
and the third (chapter 6), by showing that his approach contains a view of
progress left untouched by any personal prejudices Hume himself might harbor.
The book concludes in chapter 7 by showing how Hume's view of philosophy
affects the scope of any normative ethics.
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The book has two aims. First, to examine the extent and significance of the connection between Hume's
aesthetics and his moral philosophy; and, second, to consider how, in light of the connection, his moral
philosophy answers central questions in ethics.

The first aim is realized in chapters 1-4. Chapter 1 examines Hume's essay "Of the Standard of Taste" to
understand his search for a "standard" and how this affects the scope of his aesthetics. Chapter 2 establishes
that he treats beauty in nature and art and moral beauty as similar in kind, and applies the conclusions about
his aesthetics to his moral thought. Chapter 3 solves a puzzle to which this gives rise, namely, how
individuals both accept general standards that they also contravene in the course of aesthetic and moral
activity. Chapter 4 takes up the normative aspect of Hume's approach by understanding moral character
through his view of moral beauty.

The second aim of the book is realized in chapters 5-7 by entertaining three objections against Hume's moral
philosophy. First, if morality is an immediate reaction to the beauty of vice and the deformity of virtue, why
is perfect virtue not the general condition of every human individual? Second, if morality consists of
sentiments that arise in the subject, how can moral judgments be objective and claim universal validity? And
third, if one can talk of "general standards" governing conduct, how does one account for the diversity of
moral systems and their change over time? The first is answered by showing that like good taste in
aesthetics, 'right taste' in morals requires that the sentiments are educated; the second, by arguing against the
view that Hume is a subjectivist and a relativist, and the third (chapter 6), by showing that his approach
contains a view of progress left untouched by any personal prejudices Hume himself might harbor. The book
concludes in chapter 7 by showing how Hume's view of philosophy affects the scope of any normative
ethics.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Timothy Costelloe sets two tasks for himself in his thought-provoking Aesthetics and Morals in the
Philosophy of David Hume: to make a contribution to our understanding of Hume’s aesthetics, and then to
use that contribution to throw light on Hume’s theory of morals. Costelloe is a graceful writer with an
impressive grasp of the whole of Hume’s corpus. He is consistently engaging, his interpretations are
consistently suggestive, and the comparisons that his powerful grasp of Hume’s writings allow him to make
are consistently striking." -- James Shelley, Department of Philosophy, Auburn University

About the Author
Timothy M. Costelloe is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at The College of William and Mary.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alma Bulger:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Aesthetics and Morals in the Philosophy of David
Hume (Routledge Studies in Eighteenth Century Philosophy) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Aesthetics and Morals in
the Philosophy of David Hume (Routledge Studies in Eighteenth Century Philosophy) that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be
said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It
can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick
Aesthetics and Morals in the Philosophy of David Hume (Routledge Studies in Eighteenth Century
Philosophy) become your own personal starter.



Christopher Evan:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be learn. Aesthetics and Morals in the Philosophy of David Hume (Routledge Studies in
Eighteenth Century Philosophy) can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those
short spare time problems.

Diana Erickson:

The book untitled Aesthetics and Morals in the Philosophy of David Hume (Routledge Studies in Eighteenth
Century Philosophy) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy
method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it.
The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works.
You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can
read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official
web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.
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