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Soon to be a Netflix Original series, Alias Grace takes readers into the life of one
of the most notorious women of the nineteenth century.

It's 1843, and Grace Marks has been convicted for her involvement in the vicious
murders of her employer and his housekeeper and mistress. Some believe Grace
isinnocent; othersthink her evil or insane. Now serving alife sentence, Grace
claimsto have no memory of the murders.

An up-and-coming expert in the burgeoning field of mental illnessis engaged by
agroup of reformers and spiritualists who seek a pardon for Grace. He listensto
her story while bringing her closer and closer to the day she cannot remember.
What will he find in attempting to unlock her memories?

Captivating and disturbing, Alias Grace showcases bestselling, Booker Prize-
winning author Margaret Atwood at the peak of her powers.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

In 1843, a 16-year-old Canadian housemaid named Grace Marks was tried for the murder of her employer
and his mistress. The sensationalistic trial made headlines throughout the world, and the jury delivered a
guilty verdict. Y et opinion remained fiercely divided about Marks--was she a spurned woman who had taken
out her rage on two innocent victims, or was she an unwilling victim herself, caught up in acrime she was
too young to understand? Such doubts persuaded the judges to commute her sentence to life imprisonment,
and Marks spent the next 30 years in an assortment of jails and asylums, where she was often exhibited asa
star attraction. In Alias Grace, Margaret Atwood reconstructs Marks's story in fictional form. Her portraits of
19th-century prison and asylum life are chilling in their detail. The author also introduces Dr. Simon Jordan,
who listens to the prisoner's tale with a mixture of sympathy and disbelief. In his effort to uncover the truth,
Jordan uses the tools of the then rudimentary science of psychology. But the last word belongs to the book's
narrator--Grace herself.

From Publishers Weekly

Intrigued by contemporary reports of a sensational murder trial in 1843 Canada, Atwood has drawn a
compelling portrait of what might have been. Her protagonist, the real life Grace Marks, is an enigma.
Convicted at age 16 of the murder of her employer, Thomas Kinnear, and his housekeeper and lover, Nancy
Montgomery, Grace escaped the gallows when her sentence was commuted to life in prison, but she also
spent some yearsin an insane asylum after an emotional breakdown. Because she gave three different
accounts of the killings, and because she was accused of being the sole perpetrator by the man who was
hanged for the crime, Grace's life and mind are fertile territory for Atwood. Adapting her style to the period
she describes, she has written atypical Victorian novel, leisurely in exposition, copiously detailed and
crowded with subtly drawn characters who speak the embroidered, pietistic language of the time. She has
created a probing psychological portrait of aworking-class woman victimized by society because of her
poverty, and victimized again by the judicial and prison systems. The narrative gains texture and tension
from the dynamic between Grace and an interlocutor, earnest young bachelor Dr. Simon Jordan, whois
investigating the causes of lunacy with plans to establish his own, more enlightened institution. Jordan is
hoping to awaken Grace's suppressed memories of the day of the murder, but Grace, though uneducated, is
far wilier than Jordan, whom she tells only what she wishes to confess. He, on the other hand, is handicapped
by his compassion, which makes him the victim of the wiles of other women, too?his passionate, desperate
landlady, and the virginal but predatory daughter of the prison governor. These encounters give Atwood the
chance to describe the war between the sexes with her usual wit. Although the narrative holds several big
surprises, the central questionWas Grace dupe and victim or seductress and instigator of the bloody
crime??is left tantalizingly ambiguous. Major ad/promo; author tour.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

YA. In 1843, at the age of 16, Grace Marks, arecent Irish emigre to Canada, was sentenced to life in prison
as an accomplice in the murder of her employer, Thomas Kinnear, and his housekeeper, Nancy Montgomery.
The teen confessed to the crime early and later claimed no memory of the events. She was arrested in upstate
New Y ork, having run from her employer's house with the handyman, who was hanged for the crimes.
Atwood became interested in the case, atrue story, and added the involvement of Dr. Simon Jordan. This
novel is set 16 years after the crime took place when Jordan, who is interested in the fledgling science of
psychology, is recruited by alocal Methodist minister intent on proving Grace's innocence to examine her
and determine the "truth." Readers are made privy to innumerable details of daily lifein that time and place.



The concept isintriguing, and while Y As never actually learn the truth, they certainly becomeinvolved in
Grace's history as well as Simon's bumbling attempts at independence from a domineering mother. Atwood
may be playing a game with her readers, but it is one in which many will willingly participate for the fun and
mystery while learning about life in colonial Canada. While long, this story reads quickly and all of the
characters are compelling, different, and well developed.?Susan H. Woodcock, Kings Park Library, Burke,
VA

Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Yolanda Osuna:;

Baook is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Alias Grace: A Novel will make
you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you
think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Mary Torres:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled Alias Grace: A Novel can be great book to read.
May beit could be best activity to you.

Virginia Swain:

The actual book Alias Grace: A Novel has alot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get
alot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this
article book.

Debra Dur so:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book isa set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication Alias Grace: A Novel wasfilled in relation to science. Spend
your extratime to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different
feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a



e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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