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This book provides an introduction to compositional semantics and to the
syntax/semantics interface. It is rooted within the tradition of model theoretic
semantics, and develops an explicit fragment of both the syntax and semantics of
a rich portion of English.

Professor Jacobson adopts a Direct Compositionality approach, whereby the
syntax builds the expressions while the semantics simultaneously assigns each a
model-theoretic interpretation. Alongside this approach, the author also presents
a competing view that makes use of an intermediate level, Logical Form. She
develops parallel treatments of a variety of phenomena from both points of view
with detailed comparisons. The book begins with simple and fundamental
concepts and gradually builds a more complex fragment, including analyses of
more advanced topics such as focus, negative polarity, and a variety of topics
centering on pronouns and binding more generally. Exercises are provided
throughout, alongside open-ended questions for students to consider. The
exercises are interspersed with the text to promote self-discovery of the
fundamentals and their applications.

The book provides a rigorous foundation in formal analysis and model theoretic
semantics and is suitable for advanced undergraduate and graduate students in
linguistics, philosophy of language, and related fields.
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This book provides an introduction to compositional semantics and to the syntax/semantics interface. It is
rooted within the tradition of model theoretic semantics, and develops an explicit fragment of both the syntax
and semantics of a rich portion of English.

Professor Jacobson adopts a Direct Compositionality approach, whereby the syntax builds the expressions
while the semantics simultaneously assigns each a model-theoretic interpretation. Alongside this approach,
the author also presents a competing view that makes use of an intermediate level, Logical Form. She
develops parallel treatments of a variety of phenomena from both points of view with detailed comparisons.
The book begins with simple and fundamental concepts and gradually builds a more complex fragment,
including analyses of more advanced topics such as focus, negative polarity, and a variety of topics centering
on pronouns and binding more generally. Exercises are provided throughout, alongside open-ended questions
for students to consider. The exercises are interspersed with the text to promote self-discovery of the
fundamentals and their applications.

The book provides a rigorous foundation in formal analysis and model theoretic semantics and is suitable for
advanced undergraduate and graduate students in linguistics, philosophy of language, and related fields.
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Editorial Review

Review
A simple and intuitive hypothesis about the relation between form and meaning is that every principle of
grammar that says something about the syntactic composition of two expressions also says something about
the meaning of the resulting complex expression. This hypothesis, known as direct compositionality, can
sometimes appear difficult to maintain in the face of the complexity of human language, in which structure
and meaning often seem to be related in fairly abstract ways. And yet Pauline Jacobson has shown
conclusively in her work over the past thirty-five years how this approach can lead to insightful analyses and
significant new discoveries about the nature of meaning. Now Jacobson has distilled this work into a new
textbook in which she skilfully leads students through the complexities of building a theory of the syntax-
semantics interface from the ground up, taking direct compositionality as the guiding principle but also
engaging with other perspectives on the relation between syntax and semantics and identifying points of
divergence and convergence. This book masterfully equips students with the technical and formal skills that
will allow them to engage with contemporary work in semantic theory. Chris Kennedy, University of
Chicago This is a welcome and unique addition to the growing selection of textbooks in formal semantics.
With just the right mixture of empirical challenge and technical detail, it will work well as a stand-alone text
for novice semanticists. At the same time, more advanced students will benefit from this accessible
introduction to direct compositionality, and more broadly from the book's lessons in thinking about the
foundations and architecture of linguistic theory. Irene Heim, MIT

About the Author

Pauline Jacobson is currently Professor of Cognitive, Linguistic, and Psychological Sciences at Brown
University. She has held visiting appointments at Ohio State University and Harvard University, and has
been a Fellow at the Institute for Advanced Study at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Her research is
mainly concerned with constructing formal models of the semantics and syntax of natural language - and in
particular on the way that the syntax and the semantics interact. Her work has been published in a number of
journals, including Journal of Semantics, Natural Language Semantics, and Linguistics and Philosophy, and
she is co-editor, with Chris Barker, of Direct Compositionality (OUP 2007).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Phillips:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Compositional Semantics: An Introduction to
the Syntax/Semantics Interface (Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics) will make you to end up being smarter.
You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open
or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have
you seeking best book or suited book with you?



Virginia Mack:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Compositional Semantics: An Introduction to
the Syntax/Semantics Interface (Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics) guide written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
question Compositional Semantics: An Introduction to the Syntax/Semantics Interface (Oxford Textbooks in
Linguistics) as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can
break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!?
Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.

Avery Thomas:

You could spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Compositional Semantics: An
Introduction to the Syntax/Semantics Interface (Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics) is simple to deliver you
can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring
the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can
save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

William Stewart:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Compositional Semantics: An Introduction to
the Syntax/Semantics Interface (Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics) can be the response, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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