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Although the story of the triumphant rise of Christianity has often been told, it
was atriumph achieved through blood and tribulation. The literal meaning of the
term martyr meant witness, but among early Christians it quickly acquireda
harsher meaning ' one who died for the faith ' and that witness through desth was
responsible for many conversions, including those of Justin Martyr, himself to
offer just such witness, and perhaps Tertullian. Persecution was seen by early
Christians, as by later historians, as one of the crucial infl uences on the growth
and development of the early Church and Christian beliefs. Why did the Roman
Empire persecute Christians Why did thousands of Christians not merely accept
but welcome martyrdom' In his classic work, Martyrdom and Persecution in the
Early Church, the late W.H.C. Frend explores the mindset of those who suffered
persecution as well as the motivation of those who persecuted them. He shows
the critical importance for early Christians of Jewish ideas, influenced heavily as
they were by the story of Daniel and the trauma of the revolt of the Maccabeean.
He argues that the Christian concept of martyrdom, so highly regarded among
early Christians, can only be understood as springing from Jewish roots. Frend
explores a number of major persecutions, such asthat in Lyonsin the second
century, the Decian Persecution in the third, and the Great Persecution under
Diocletian in the fourth, showing both the common themes and the variations,
and examines also the relationship between the heavenly kingdom of Christ and
the rule of the earthly emperor. In doing so he shows how the persecutions
formed an essential part in a providential philosophy of history that has
profoundly influenced European political thought.
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Although the story of the triumphant rise of Christianity has often been told, it was atriumph achieved
through blood and tribulation. The literal meaning of the term martyr meant witness, but among early
Christians it quickly acquireda harsher meaning ' one who died for the faith * and that witness through death
was responsible for many conversions, including those of Justin Martyr, himself to offer just such witness,
and perhaps Tertullian. Persecution was seen by early Christians, as by later historians, as one of the crucial
infl uences on the growth and development of the early Church and Christian beliefs. Why did the Roman
Empire persecute Christians Why did thousands of Christians not merely accept but welcome martyrdom' In
his classic work, Martyrdom and Persecution in the Early Church, the late W.H.C. Frend explores the
mindset of those who suffered persecution as well as the motivation of those who persecuted them. He shows
the critical importance for early Christians of Jewish ideas, influenced heavily as they were by the story of
Daniel and the trauma of the revolt of the Maccabeean. He argues that the Christian concept of martyrdom,
so highly regarded among early Christians, can only be understood as springing from Jewish roots. Frend
explores a number of major persecutions, such as that in Lyonsin the second century, the Decian Persecution
in the third, and the Great Persecution under Diocletian in the fourth, showing both the common themes and
the variations, and examines also the relationship between the heavenly kingdom of Christ and the rule of the
earthly emperor. In doing so he shows how the persecutions formed an essential part in a providential
philosophy of history that has profoundly influenced European political thought.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Professor Frend is Bye-Fellow of Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge and is Emeritus Professor of
Ecclesiastical History, University of Glasgow. He is the author of The Donatist Church, The Early Church,
The Archaeology of Early Christianity, Saints and Sinnersin the Early Church and The Rise of Christianity.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Robert Hender son:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important normally. The book Martyrdom and Persecution in the Early Church
has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The book Martyrdom and Persecution in the Early Church is not only giving you
far more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your
own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Martyrdom and Persecution in
the Early Church. Y ou never redlly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Catherine Kuntz;

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get alot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyonein thisworld can easily
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But a so they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them isthis
Martyrdom and Persecution in the Early Church.

Nancy Brown:

The guide with title Martyrdom and Persecution in the Early Church has lot of information that you can learn
it. You can get alot of help after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in
this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-
book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.



Willie Thacker:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Martyrdom and Persecution in the Early Church why
because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside
or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly guide you
to pick up this book.
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