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¡Mi Raza Primero! is the first book to examine the Chicano movement's
development in one locale—in this case Los Angeles, home of the largest
population of people of Mexican descent outside of Mexico City. Ernesto Chávez
focuses on four organizations that constituted the heart of the movement: The
Brown Berets, the Chicano Moratorium Committee, La Raza Unida Party, and
the Centro de Acción Social Autónomo, commonly known as CASA. Chávez
examines and chronicles the ideas and tactics of the insurgency's leaders and
their followers who, while differing in their goals and tactics, nonetheless came
together as Chicanos and reformers.

Deftly combining personal recollection and interviews of movement participants
with an array of archival, newspaper, and secondary sources, Chávez provides an
absorbing account of the events that constituted the Los Angeles-based Chicano
movement. At the same time he offers insights into the emergence and the fate of
the movement elsewhere. He presents a critical analysis of the concept of
Chicano nationalism, an idea shared by all leaders of the insurgency, and places
it within a larger global and comparative framework. Examining such variables
as gender, class, age, and power relationships, this book offers a sophisticated
consideration of how ethnic nationalism and identity functioned in the United
States during the 1960s and 1970s.
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¡Mi Raza Primero! is the first book to examine the Chicano movement's development in one locale—in this
case Los Angeles, home of the largest population of people of Mexican descent outside of Mexico City.
Ernesto Chávez focuses on four organizations that constituted the heart of the movement: The Brown Berets,
the Chicano Moratorium Committee, La Raza Unida Party, and the Centro de Acción Social Autónomo,
commonly known as CASA. Chávez examines and chronicles the ideas and tactics of the insurgency's
leaders and their followers who, while differing in their goals and tactics, nonetheless came together as
Chicanos and reformers.

Deftly combining personal recollection and interviews of movement participants with an array of archival,
newspaper, and secondary sources, Chávez provides an absorbing account of the events that constituted the
Los Angeles-based Chicano movement. At the same time he offers insights into the emergence and the fate
of the movement elsewhere. He presents a critical analysis of the concept of Chicano nationalism, an idea
shared by all leaders of the insurgency, and places it within a larger global and comparative framework.
Examining such variables as gender, class, age, and power relationships, this book offers a sophisticated
consideration of how ethnic nationalism and identity functioned in the United States during the 1960s and
1970s.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"Chávez provides a fresh and thoughtful analysis of a critical period of ethnic political experimentation. !Mi
Raza Primero! offers much food for thought for readers interested in the Chicano movement—and for
anyone seeking to understand the increasing complexity of ethnic politics in the current moment."—David
G. Gutiérrez, author of Walls and Mirrors: Mexican Americans, Mexican Immigrants, and the Politics of
Ethnicity

From the Back Cover
"Chavez provides a fresh and thoughtful analysis of a critical period of ethnic political experimentation. "!Mi
Raza Primero! offers much food for thought for readers interested in the Chicano movement--and for anyone
seeking to understand the increasing complexity of ethnic politics in the current moment."--David G.
Gutierrez, author of "Walls and Mirrors: Mexican Americans, Mexican Immigrants, and the Politics of
Ethnicity

About the Author

Ernesto Chávez is Associate Professor of History at the University of Texas, El Paso.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marcus Galvan:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for all of us. The book "¡Mi Raza Primero!" (My People First!):
Nationalism, Identity, and Insurgency in the Chicano Movement in Los Angeles, 1966-1978 had been
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The guide "¡Mi Raza Primero!" (My People First!): Nationalism, Identity, and
Insurgency in the Chicano Movement in Los Angeles, 1966-1978 is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to
read your book. Try to make relationship using the book "¡Mi Raza Primero!" (My People First!):
Nationalism, Identity, and Insurgency in the Chicano Movement in Los Angeles, 1966-1978. You never
sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Sylvia Harrington:

This "¡Mi Raza Primero!" (My People First!): Nationalism, Identity, and Insurgency in the Chicano
Movement in Los Angeles, 1966-1978 are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The reason of this "¡Mi Raza Primero!" (My People First!): Nationalism, Identity, and
Insurgency in the Chicano Movement in Los Angeles, 1966-1978 can be among the great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that maybe



will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this "¡Mi Raza Primero!" (My
People First!): Nationalism, Identity, and Insurgency in the Chicano Movement in Los Angeles, 1966-1978
giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Albert Christensen:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
"¡Mi Raza Primero!" (My People First!): Nationalism, Identity, and Insurgency in the Chicano Movement in
Los Angeles, 1966-1978 the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect
that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The
"¡Mi Raza Primero!" (My People First!): Nationalism, Identity, and Insurgency in the Chicano Movement in
Los Angeles, 1966-1978 giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Susan Belcher:

This "¡Mi Raza Primero!" (My People First!): Nationalism, Identity, and Insurgency in the Chicano
Movement in Los Angeles, 1966-1978 is great book for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book
reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having "¡Mi Raza Primero!"
(My People First!): Nationalism, Identity, and Insurgency in the Chicano Movement in Los Angeles, 1966-
1978 in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this can
be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?
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