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Read the story that has inspired millions

The desert, I remember. The shrieking hyenas, I remember....I remember playing
soccer with rocks, and a strange man telling me and my brother Tewolde that we
had to go on a trip and Tewolde refusing to go. The man took out a piece of gum
and Tewolde happily traded it for his homeland....

So begins the remarkable true story of a young boy's journey from civil war in
east Africa to a refugee camp in Sudan, to a childhood on welfare in an affluent
American suburb, and eventually to a full-tuition scholarship at Harvard
University. Following his father's advice to "treat all people-even the most
unsightly beetles-as though they were angels sent from heaven," Mawi
overcomes the challenges of language barriers, cultural differences, racial
prejudice, and financial disadvantage to build a fulfilling, successful life for
himself in his new home.

Of Beetles and Angels is at once a harrowing survival story and a compelling
examination of the refugee experience. With hundreds of thousands of copies
sold since its initial publication, the unforgettable memoir continues to touch and
inspire readers. This special fifteenth anniversary edition features bonus
materials, including a new introduction and afterword by the author.

*please note the updated anniversary edition will be released in June. Orders
placed before that edition is available will receive the current paperback*
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strange man telling me and my brother Tewolde that we had to go on a trip and Tewolde refusing to go. The
man took out a piece of gum and Tewolde happily traded it for his homeland....

So begins the remarkable true story of a young boy's journey from civil war in east Africa to a refugee camp
in Sudan, to a childhood on welfare in an affluent American suburb, and eventually to a full-tuition
scholarship at Harvard University. Following his father's advice to "treat all people-even the most unsightly
beetles-as though they were angels sent from heaven," Mawi overcomes the challenges of language barriers,
cultural differences, racial prejudice, and financial disadvantage to build a fulfilling, successful life for
himself in his new home.

Of Beetles and Angels is at once a harrowing survival story and a compelling examination of the refugee
experience. With hundreds of thousands of copies sold since its initial publication, the unforgettable memoir
continues to touch and inspire readers. This special fifteenth anniversary edition features bonus materials,
including a new introduction and afterword by the author.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In 1983, at age seven, the author and his family arrived in this country, having fled the Eritrean and
Ethiopian conflict. "This earnest account of Asgedom's life up to his graduation from Harvard is peppered
with powerful moments," wrote PW. Ages 10-up.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
When he was four years old, Asgedom's family left their war-ravaged home in Ethiopia. They spent three
years in a Sudanese refugee camp before coming to the U.S. in 1983, where they were settled by World
Relief in a wealthy white suburb near Chicago. He later earned a full scholarship to Harvard, where in 1999
he delivered the commencement address. His simple lyrical narrative, both wry and tender, stays true to the
child's viewpoint as he grows up, taunted at school, but pretty bad and rough himself. His coming-of-age
story is both darkened and enriched by the stories he hears about his parents' lives back home and by the
pieces he remembers. At the center of the book is his father, a fierce family disciplinarian, once an all-
powerful medical assistant at home, now reduced to a "beetle," unemployed, half-blind, raging at his
dependency. Only at the very end, when Asgedom spells out the metaphor of the title, does the message
overwhelm the story. What stays with you is the quiet, honest drama of a family's heartrending journey.
Hazel Rochman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"Asgedom stands as an exemplar of the strength of the human spirit." -- Harry Lewis, Dean of the College,
Harvard University

A wonderful tribute to the unsung heroism of countless refugee families....The most inspiring story I have
read in recent years. -- Hayelom Ayele, Director/Community Liason, City of Chicago Council on Immigrant
and Refugee Affairs

I am truly awed by Mawi's strength and conviction. -- Charlie Trotter, Chef/Author

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sharon Chacko:

The ability that you get from Of Beetles and Angels: A Boy's Remarkable Journey from a Refugee Camp to
Harvard is the more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Of Beetles and Angels: A Boy's
Remarkable Journey from a Refugee Camp to Harvard giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well.
That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We suggest you for having this particular Of Beetles and Angels: A Boy's Remarkable Journey from a

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Refugee Camp to Harvard instantly.

Catherine Nelson:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this Of Beetles and
Angels: A Boy's Remarkable Journey from a Refugee Camp to Harvard.

Sarah Creamer:

The book untitled Of Beetles and Angels: A Boy's Remarkable Journey from a Refugee Camp to Harvard
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a
nice examine.

Robert Tanaka:

Beside this Of Beetles and Angels: A Boy's Remarkable Journey from a Refugee Camp to Harvard in your
phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Of Beetles and Angels: A Boy's Remarkable Journey from a
Refugee Camp to Harvard because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!
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