
Provocative Syntax (Linguistic Inquiry
Monographs)

By Phil Branigan

Provocative Syntax (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs) By Phil Branigan

Chomsky showed that no description of natural language syntax would be
adequate without some notion of movement operations in a syntactic derivation.
It now seems likely that such movement transformations are formally simple
operations, in which a single phrase is displaced from its original position within
a phrase marker, but after more than fifty years of generative theorizing, the
mechanics of syntactic movement are still murky and controversial.

In Provocative Syntax, Phil Branigan examines the forces that drive syntactic
movement and offers a new synthetic model of the basic movement operation by
reassembling in a novel way isolated ideas that have been suggested elsewhere in
the literature. The unifying concept is the operation of provocation, which occurs
in the course of feature valuation when certain probes seek a value for their
unvalued features by identifying a goal. Provocation forces the generation of a
copy of the goal; the copy originates outside the original phrase marker and must
then be introduced into it. In this approach, movement is not forced by the need
for extra positions; extra positions are generated because movement is taking
place.

After presenting the central proposal and showing its implementation in the
analyses of various familiar cases of syntactic movement, Branigan demonstrates
the effects of provocation in a variety of inversion constructions, examines
interactions between head and phrasal provocation within the "left periphery" of
Germanic embedded clauses, and describes the details of chain formation and
successive cyclic movement in a provocation model.
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Chomsky showed that no description of natural language syntax would be adequate without some notion of
movement operations in a syntactic derivation. It now seems likely that such movement transformations are
formally simple operations, in which a single phrase is displaced from its original position within a phrase
marker, but after more than fifty years of generative theorizing, the mechanics of syntactic movement are
still murky and controversial.

In Provocative Syntax, Phil Branigan examines the forces that drive syntactic movement and offers a new
synthetic model of the basic movement operation by reassembling in a novel way isolated ideas that have
been suggested elsewhere in the literature. The unifying concept is the operation of provocation, which
occurs in the course of feature valuation when certain probes seek a value for their unvalued features by
identifying a goal. Provocation forces the generation of a copy of the goal; the copy originates outside the
original phrase marker and must then be introduced into it. In this approach, movement is not forced by the
need for extra positions; extra positions are generated because movement is taking place.

After presenting the central proposal and showing its implementation in the analyses of various familiar
cases of syntactic movement, Branigan demonstrates the effects of provocation in a variety of inversion
constructions, examines interactions between head and phrasal provocation within the "left periphery" of
Germanic embedded clauses, and describes the details of chain formation and successive cyclic movement in
a provocation model.
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Editorial Review

Review

Provocative Syntax is a desperately needed breath of fresh air for Minimalist syntax's model of movement.
'Provocation' is an exciting alternative to the EPP that is still well grounded in Chomskyan tradition. This
book is a must-read for anyone dissatisfied with motivating movement via uninterpretable features.

(Daniel Siddiqi, School of Linguistics and Language Studies, Carleton University)

Provocative Syntax sparkles with originality and erudition. Branigan brilliantly connects seemingly unrelated
theoretical strands to weave a tight and elegant model of syntactic movement and provides theoretically
unified solutions to many outstanding problems in the syntax of Germanic and Romance. Among the
numerous books and papers spawned by Chomsky's Minimalist program, this book is one of the most
profound I've read.

(Ur Shlonsky, Professor of Linguistics, University of Geneva)

About the Author

Phil Branigan is Associate Professor in the Department of Linguistics at Memorial University in
Newfoundland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Juan Harrell:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a publication. The book Provocative Syntax (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs) it is very good to read.
There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did
not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read
this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

James Lindberg:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Provocative Syntax (Linguistic



Inquiry Monographs), it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand
it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Sophia Hartman:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Provocative Syntax (Linguistic
Inquiry Monographs) that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react to the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick
Provocative Syntax (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs) become your personal starter.

Eduardo Ford:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in
the top collection in your reading list is usually Provocative Syntax (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs). This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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