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Lorenzo de’ Medici (January 1, 1449–April 9, 1492), known as Lorenzo the
Magnificent, was the scion of the powerful and wealthy Medici family. A
diplomat, politician, patron and friend of artists and humanists, he was also ruler
of the Florentine Republic from December 2, 1469 until his death. Although he
died at the age of forty-three and ruled for only twenty-three years, he was well
recognized for his importance to the Florentine High Renaissance, and his death
coincided with the end of its Golden Age and with the onset of renewed strife
among the Italian city-states. Lorenzo was also an author and particularly a poet.
He wrote in a variety of forms, from sonnets to short stories and from eclogues to
ballads. His material included love poems, comic works and devotional and
philosophical discourses. His reputation as a writer has been the subject of
substantial critical work, especially in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. In this volume, Guido A. Guarino presents, for the first time, the entire
corpus of Lorenzo’s literary achievement in English translation. This edition
provides a fresh opportunity for a thorough re-evaluation of Lorenzo’s endeavors
in the light of contemporary scholarship and new critical methodologies. 542
pages Introduction, bibliography, notes, index. First modern English translation.
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the powerful and wealthy Medici family. A diplomat, politician, patron and friend of artists and humanists,
he was also ruler of the Florentine Republic from December 2, 1469 until his death. Although he died at the
age of forty-three and ruled for only twenty-three years, he was well recognized for his importance to the
Florentine High Renaissance, and his death coincided with the end of its Golden Age and with the onset of
renewed strife among the Italian city-states. Lorenzo was also an author and particularly a poet. He wrote in
a variety of forms, from sonnets to short stories and from eclogues to ballads. His material included love
poems, comic works and devotional and philosophical discourses. His reputation as a writer has been the
subject of substantial critical work, especially in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. In this
volume, Guido A. Guarino presents, for the first time, the entire corpus of Lorenzo’s literary achievement in
English translation. This edition provides a fresh opportunity for a thorough re-evaluation of Lorenzo’s
endeavors in the light of contemporary scholarship and new critical methodologies. 542 pages Introduction,
bibliography, notes, index. First modern English translation.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Lorenzo de’ Medici was born in Florence in 1449. He was exposed to humanist thought from the beginning
of his education, particularly under Cristoforo Landino, Marsilio Ficino and others. At the same time he
participated in the tradition of the “brigate,” groups of young aristocrats who banded together to look for
adventures and entertainment. Probably during his jaunts with the “brigata,” he met Lucrezia Donati, and she
became the beloved of his love poems. In 1469, however, he married Clarice Orsini, of the powerful Roman
family. With the death of his father that year, the citizens of Florence and Tuscany asked him to take over
leadership. He accepted for the protection of his family and friends, as well as of Florence. Throughout his
life Lorenzo maintained a court of exceptional artists, poets, philosophers and men of letters and of science,
including Pico della Mirandola, which made of Florence a center of cultural activities. In the midst of all his
occupations, he participated in the creative activities of the members of his cultural coterie by being an
estimable poet. In 1472 Lorenzo reopened the University of Pisa and put an end to the rebellion of the city of
Volterra. Two years later, Lorenzo concluded an alliance with Milan and Venice. On April 26, 1478, during
a mass attended by Lorenzo an attempt on his life was carried out. Lorenzo’s brother Giuliano was killed, but
Lorenzo escaped with a slight wound by locking himself in the sacristy. Although, often at the instigation of
the papacy, there were other conspiracies and assassination attempts, none was successful. Among his
cultural projects was a strengthening of the Studio Fiorentino, where his friend Poliziano taught the Greco-
Roman classics. With the aid of Pico della Mirandola and Poliziano, Lorenzo founded a great library in
Florence that today bears his name, the Laurentian Library. Lorenzo had many diplomatic successes and was
able to maintain various alliances necessary for his balance-of-power policy. Lorenzo’s political career was
most successful in that he survived long enough to come to be regarded as the shrewdest statesman in Italy.
To counter his statement that he became the political leader of Florence in order to protect his family’s
interests, there is ample evidence that he was capable of personal sacrifices to ensure the welfare of Florence.
Lorenzo died on April 8, 1492 and was buried in the church of San Lorenzo in the Medici Chapel in a tomb
sculpted by Michelangelo.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melinda Kendall:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book has
a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next to that you can
your reading ability was fluently. A publication The Complete Literary Works of Lorenzo de' Medici, "The
Magnificent" (Italica Press Medieval & Renaissance Texts) will make you to be smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book
or appropriate book with you?

Katrina Roberts:

The ability that you get from The Complete Literary Works of Lorenzo de' Medici, "The Magnificent"



(Italica Press Medieval & Renaissance Texts) could be the more deep you excavating the information that
hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
recognise but The Complete Literary Works of Lorenzo de' Medici, "The Magnificent" (Italica Press
Medieval & Renaissance Texts) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy
to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this specific The Complete Literary Works of Lorenzo de' Medici, "The
Magnificent" (Italica Press Medieval & Renaissance Texts) instantly.

Mark McKinney:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can see
that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for your
requirements is The Complete Literary Works of Lorenzo de' Medici, "The Magnificent" (Italica Press
Medieval & Renaissance Texts) this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world
now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this
book suitable all of you.

Michael Watkins:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Complete Literary Works of Lorenzo de'
Medici, "The Magnificent" (Italica Press Medieval & Renaissance Texts) can be the solution, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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