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Now in a new edition, this exceptionally successful survey text introduces the
faith, belief, and practice of Islam from its earliest origins up to its contemporary
resurgence. John L. Esposito, an internationally renowned expert on Islam, traces
the development of this dynamic faith and its impact on world history and
politics. Lucidly written and expansive in scope, Islam: The Straight Path, Fourth
Edition, provides keen insight into one of the world's least understood religions.
It is ideally suited for use in courses on Islam, comparative religions, and Middle
Eastern history and culture.

NEW TO THE FOURTH EDITION:

* A revised Chapter 5, "Religion and Politics," provides more focused and up-to-
date coverage of Osama bin Laden's influence and the continued growth of
extremism; the relationship of Islam to violence; the meaning of jihad and the
origins of a global jihad ideology; the role of suicide bombing; and the influence
of Saudi Arabia's Wahhabi Islam.

* An updated Chapter 6, "The Struggle for Islam in the 21st Century," covers
Muslim responses to new social and political contexts and presents the diverse
and competing positions--from traditionalist to modernist--of contemporary
Muslim leaders on issues of religious authority, women's rights, Shariah,
violence, and terrorism.

* More extensive treatment of early Islam in Chapters 1 and 2

* An enhanced art program featuring twenty-one photos and three maps

* A new appendix that includes an extensive timeline of key events in the history
of Islam

* A FREE 6-month subscription to Oxford Islamic Studies Online
(www.oxfordislamicstudies.com), edited by John L. Esposito. Please look
inside for details.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is an excellent, comprehensive, and highly accessible introduction to Islam and its civilization;
Muslims and their societies in the pre-modern to the modern period; and contemporary intellectual and
political trends. In my opinion, it really is the single best introduction to Islam and Muslims today. The book
keeps getting better and better with each new edition!"--Asma Afsaruddin, University of Notre Dame

"I have to commend OUP for its commitment to revising and updating this important book. Esposito writes
in a lucid, accessible, and direct style that allows the book to be an excellent introduction for novice students.
Esposito illustrates the rare ability of being comprehensive without being reductive."--Febe Armanios,
Middlebury College

About the Author
JOHN L. ESPOSITO is Professor of Religion and International Affairs and Professor of Islamic Studies at
Georgetown University, where he is also Director of the Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding at the
Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service. His publications include The Islamic Threat: Myth or Reality,
Islam and Politics, The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern Islamic World and The Oxford History of Islam.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lydia Donaldson:

The book Islam: The Straight Path can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book Islam: The Straight Path? Wide variety you have
a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could
give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Islam: The Straight Path has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by start
and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jack Scala:

Here thing why this specific Islam: The Straight Path are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful
as food or not. Islam: The Straight Path giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with Islam: The Straight Path. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even
in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the



form of Islam: The Straight Path in e-book can be your substitute.

Jacob Florence:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Islam: The Straight Path can be good book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Kari Annis:

This Islam: The Straight Path is great reserve for you because the content which is full of information for you
who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
information accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are
read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Islam: The
Straight Path in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So ,
this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?
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