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In 1819, the Essex, a Nantucket whaleship carrying a crew of 20, began what all
thought would be a normal, two-year voyage. Instead, after a year and a half of
near-disasters, the ship was rammed by a sperm whale and sank in the Pacific.
All hands got off in three whaleboats and were at sea for three unbearable months
of short rations and little fresh water, leading to the death by starvation of some
and the killing of others to provide food. One boat disappeared and the two
remaining eventually became separated. When rescued off the coast of Chile,
only five men were still alive, including the captain and first mate, as well as
three rescued later from an island. Philbrick brings the era to life, giving readers a
rounded picture of the whaling industry and its society. Relying mainly on two
survivors' detailed accounts, one of which has just recently been found, he
fleshes out the tale in an exciting manner that sweeps readers along. He includes
modern medical knowledge of the physical and mental effects of starvation on
humans. The book concludes with tales of other shipwrecks, a description of how
the survivors lived the rest of their lives, and an introduction to the recent work
of the Nantucket Whaling Museum. The contrast between today's touristy island
paradise and yesterday's hard life will not be lost on teens. - Judy McAloon,
Potomac Library, Prince William County, VA
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In 1819, the Essex, a Nantucket whaleship carrying a crew of 20, began what all thought would be a normal,
two-year voyage. Instead, after a year and a half of near-disasters, the ship was rammed by a sperm whale
and sank in the Pacific. All hands got off in three whaleboats and were at sea for three unbearable months of
short rations and little fresh water, leading to the death by starvation of some and the killing of others to
provide food. One boat disappeared and the two remaining eventually became separated. When rescued off
the coast of Chile, only five men were still alive, including the captain and first mate, as well as three rescued
later from an island. Philbrick brings the era to life, giving readers a rounded picture of the whaling industry
and its society. Relying mainly on two survivors' detailed accounts, one of which has just recently been
found, he fleshes out the tale in an exciting manner that sweeps readers along. He includes modern medical
knowledge of the physical and mental effects of starvation on humans. The book concludes with tales of
other shipwrecks, a description of how the survivors lived the rest of their lives, and an introduction to the
recent work of the Nantucket Whaling Museum. The contrast between today's touristy island paradise and
yesterday's hard life will not be lost on teens. - Judy McAloon, Potomac Library, Prince William County, VA
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Stewart:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Revenge of the Whale: The True Story of the Whaleship Essex. Try to
make the book Revenge of the Whale: The True Story of the Whaleship Essex as your close friend. It means
that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because
you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Kristopher Lewis:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Revenge of the Whale: The True Story of the Whaleship Essex book is
readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer regarding Revenge of the Whale: The True Story of the Whaleship Essex content conveys objective
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Revenge of the Whale: The True Story of the
Whaleship Essex is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Keith Kemp:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Revenge of the Whale: The True Story of the Whaleship Essex your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get prior to. The Revenge of the Whale: The True Story of the Whaleship Essex giving you
another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?



James Bouchard:

Beside this Revenge of the Whale: The True Story of the Whaleship Essex in your phone, it may give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got
here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have Revenge of the Whale: The True Story of the Whaleship Essex because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also
read it from right now!
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