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This book concerns the conceptual position of women in early India, specifically
in the Vedic and early epic periods (c.1500-200 BCE), and it seeks to make
contributions both to Indology and to gender studies. By focusing on a single
female role--the activities of the "Sacrificer's Wife" in solemn ritual--and by
extracting the rich materials on her role from the voluminous technical ritual
manuals, the author isolates a set of conceptual functions the wife fills in ritual
practice. These functions can then be observed in other cultural institutions in
which women participate--particularly the system of hospitality and gift
exchange that regulated the relations between mutually obligated strangers in
ancient India and the system of marital exchange.
Besides filling a large gap in our understanding of ancient India, this work makes
a general contribution to the study of women and gender, not merely by
supplying information about a place and time poorly represented in these studies,
but also by suggesting some methodologies involving sensitivity to language and
linguistic analysis to employ in approaching women and gender in other ancient
cultures.
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This book concerns the conceptual position of women in early India, specifically in the Vedic and early epic
periods (c.1500-200 BCE), and it seeks to make contributions both to Indology and to gender studies. By
focusing on a single female role--the activities of the "Sacrificer's Wife" in solemn ritual--and by extracting
the rich materials on her role from the voluminous technical ritual manuals, the author isolates a set of
conceptual functions the wife fills in ritual practice. These functions can then be observed in other cultural
institutions in which women participate--particularly the system of hospitality and gift exchange that
regulated the relations between mutually obligated strangers in ancient India and the system of marital
exchange.
Besides filling a large gap in our understanding of ancient India, this work makes a general contribution to
the study of women and gender, not merely by supplying information about a place and time poorly
represented in these studies, but also by suggesting some methodologies involving sensitivity to language
and linguistic analysis to employ in approaching women and gender in other ancient cultures.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The scholarship is extremely fine. Jamison has investigated thoroughly all major literature on the
subject....Her writing is very clear and lively. She shows the ways in which these rituals address very human
problems and situations. Jamison's discussions represent a significant advance in the methods of ritual
analysis, and will enable the Vedic material to be brought into larger discussions of women in India."--Joel
P. Brereton, University of Missouri

About the Author
Stephanie W. Jamison is at Harvard University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Dugas:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Sacrificed Wife/Sacrificer's Wife:
Women, Ritual, and Hospitality in Ancient India (Oxford Early Christian Studies) will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But
some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Dustin Singh:

The book Sacrificed Wife/Sacrificer's Wife: Women, Ritual, and Hospitality in Ancient India (Oxford Early
Christian Studies) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Sacrificed Wife/Sacrificer's Wife: Women, Ritual, and
Hospitality in Ancient India (Oxford Early Christian Studies)? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Sacrificed Wife/Sacrificer's Wife: Women, Ritual, and Hospitality in Ancient India (Oxford
Early Christian Studies) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.



Charles Massie:

The book untitled Sacrificed Wife/Sacrificer's Wife: Women, Ritual, and Hospitality in Ancient India
(Oxford Early Christian Studies) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy
approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to
read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary
works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can
read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.

Bruce Jackson:

You will get this Sacrificed Wife/Sacrificer's Wife: Women, Ritual, and Hospitality in Ancient India (Oxford
Early Christian Studies) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your
solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by
means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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