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" A deeply moving story of family, homelessness, and the ghosts that won't
let us go. Haunting and unfor gettable." —M egan Shepherd, New York Times
bestselling author of The Secret Horses of Briar Hill

Told in the naive voice of a homeless girl sheltered by her mother from the
world, thisisa moving debut perfect for fans of David Almond, A Monster
Calls, and Room.

I'minvisible. Ma says |'m supposed to be so the Authorities don't get me. She
goes out into the streets almost every day but I'm not allowed. I've got to stay
inside the mill so they don't see me.

In an old, abandoned mill, agirl and her ma take shelter from their memories of
life on the streets, and watch the busy world go by. The girl callsit the Castle
because it's the biggest place they've ever stayed, a home of her own like no
other. The windows are boarded up and the floorboards are falling in, but for her
neither of those things matter.

Then devel opers show up, and it's clear that their lives are about to change
forever. Desperate to save their refuge from the Authorities and her mother from
her own personal demons, the girl seeks out the ghosts of the mill. And with only
Caretaker—the old man who's dept outside the mill for decades—around to
answer her questions, she begins to wonder what kind of ghosts are haunting both
the mill and her mother.

The Girl in Between is a compelling, witty, and at times heartbreaking novel that

explores themes of loneliness and grief with effortless warmth and an
unforgettable voice that will stick with you long after you've finished.
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" A deeply moving story of family, homelessness, and the ghoststhat won't let us go. Haunting and
unfor gettable." —M egan Shepherd, New York Times bestselling author of The Secret Horses of Briar
Hill

Told in the naive voice of a homeless girl sheltered by her mother from the world, thisisa moving
debut perfect for fans of David Almond, A Monster Calls, and Room.

I'minvisible. Ma says |'m supposed to be so the Authorities don't get me. She goes out into the streets almost
every day but I'm not allowed. |'ve got to stay inside the mill so they don't see me.

In an old, abandoned mill, agirl and her matake shelter from their memories of life on the streets, and watch
the busy world go by. The girl callsit the Castle because it's the biggest place they've ever stayed, a home of
her own like no other. The windows are boarded up and the floorboards are falling in, but for her neither of
those things matter.

Then developers show up, and it's clear that their lives are about to change forever. Desperate to save their
refuge from the Authorities and her mother from her own personal demons, the girl seeks out the ghosts of
the mill. And with only Caretaker—the old man who's slept outside the mill for decades—around to answer
her questions, she begins to wonder what kind of ghosts are haunting both the mill and her mother.

The Girl in Between is a compelling, witty, and at times heartbreaking novel that explores themes of
loneliness and grief with effortless warmth and an unforgettabl e voice that will stick with you long after
you've finished.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A deeply moving story of family, homelessness, and the ghosts that won't et us go. Haunting and
unforgettable."—Megan Shepherd, New York Times bestselling author of The Secret Horses of Briar Hill

"A skillful debut presents a nuanced view of homelessness. . . . heartbreakingly beautiful. . . . The blend of
dark and lovely will appeal to David Almond fans."—Kirkus

"Carroll'slovely prose, laced with gothic imagery and canny clues, will carry readers through this slow-
burning exploration of homelessness, the haunting hold of memory, and what it meansto forget, to forgive,
and, just maybe, to move on. Like the stories our unlikely heroine adores, this part fractured fairy tale, part
fableis sure to cast adelightful yet devastating spell al its own."—Booklist

"Shines with true originality."—3.J

"A poignant, heartbreaking, and, ultimately, healing debut novel. . . . Thisisasensitive portrayal of atimely
issue, presented in a unique and nonjudgmental fashion. The sorrow, futility, beauty, and, finally, hope will
stay with the reader. Thisisfor every reader who enjoys stories of family, love, and loss, mystery, and the
power of hope and optimism."—VOYA

About the Author

Sarah Carroll currently splits her time between a houseboat in Dublin and travel abroad. She recently
returned from five years in Tanzania, where she founded and ran a hostel while working to support local
community projects. She continues to promote ethical overseas volunteering through her blogs and films
while planning her next book. The Girl in Between is her debut novel.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

Chapter 1: Begging

I'minvisible. Ma says I'm supposed to be so the Authorities don’t get me. She goes out into the streets
amost every day but I'm not allowed. I’ ve got to stay inside the mill so they don’t see me. When she's going
she says, “ Stay away from the roof, it's adeath trap. And don’t go near them windows neither. And don’t
even think of leaving this building or I'll lose yaand I'll never find ya again.”

Me and Ma are begging outside the mill. I'm by the door in the shadow where no one can see me. Thisisas
far as|’m allowed to go. Ma' s out on the bottom step.

“Spare change, mister?” Maasksaman. But | can tell from the way Ma says it that she doesn’t redlly care.
She'd rather be in the backyard soaking up the sun.

It'sa sunny day, which means good and bad news for begging. Good news’ cause we' re not getting wet and
people are happy. Bad news’ cause people always give more when it’ sraining. They feel sorry for us’cause
they think we sleep out on the streets. They don’'t know that we don’t do that anymore. They don't realize
that the mill is our Castle and we're safe in here.



“Any spare change?’ Ma calls. There's awoman walking past her who pretends like she's heard nothing.

Maflicks back her hair and tiesit into a ponytail that reaches halfway down her back. She pulls out the front
of the top she’ s wearing and blows on her chest to try to cool down. The pointy parts of her shoulders are all
shiny from sweat and she wipes them with her hands.

Ma'sreal pointy. She has a pointy nose and pointy ears. Her elbows and knees are all knobbly too. She used
to be much pointier though, back when we lived on the streets.

She'sreal short. I'm amost astall as her. But I’'m not pointy. Ma says |’ ve got a head like a basketball.
That’swhy I’m so smart, she says. ' Cause my head's so big.

Masays| take after my dad. But | wouldn’t know.
She picks up the begging cup and rattlesit.
“Do we have enough, Ma?’ | say.

“Na, not if I’m getting batteriestoday too.” She putsit down and leans forward and |ooks down the street.
Then she rubs the sweat off her hands on her jeans and watches the people passing again.

Ma calls the mill adump. She says she doesn’t know how we got stuck here. But | call it the Castle. It’sthe
biggest place we' ve ever stayed and | think it’s the best even though it has boards covering some of the
broken windows and weeds growing in between the big stones in the walls and the top three floors are so
rotted that you can’t run across the middle of the rooms. Y ou have to keep close to the wall and go real slow
and be ready to jump if the wood breaks ' cause if you fall through, you' Il break your neck.

Masaysit's adeath trap. But that doesn’t scare me’cause if you fall you just hurt yourself a bit.

“Spare change?’ Ma asks awoman who's walking along smiling at nothing. She must’ ve been daydreaming
and didn’t see Ma sitting on the doorstep, ' cause she jumps back a bit and almost trips over the curb onto the
road.

“Sorry, I've got nothing,” she says, and starts walking real fast, but even | can see from back here that her
purseisbulging.

“I"'m bored,” Masays. Then she says, “ Geesus, it's hot for September.”

The sunis so high that it sright in the middle of the buildings, shining down the street. | can’t even look at
the offices across the road ' cause they’ re all glass and the way the sun hits the windows is like daggersin my
brain.

“Think I'll soak up abit of sun,” | say, and | roll up my sleeves like the way Ma does, and start shuffling out
of the doorway. But as soon as the sun hits my face, | wish I'd stayed where | was, ’cause | don’t want to be
seen and grabbed by the Authorities again. I’ m never leaving the mill, not till I'm grown and have a house
like Gran'sto go to.

Ma sees me. “Get back in there, you,” she saysin area low voice.
“Ah, Ma, they can’t see me, I'm invisible,” | say, but I'm already creeping backward.

Ma gives me thislook, like she's sucking alemon, so | move quicker. I'm back in the shadow, hidden again.



But she keeps staring at me, so | look at the ground and say nothing ' cause she's angry with me and | don't
know why. Maybeit's’cause | said I'minvisible. Maybe invisible isa new Stress Word.

Some words | say, Matells meto shut up 'cause I’'m stressing her out. And when Ma' s stressed it meansit's
time to move on. I’ ve got to go with her ’ cause no matter what happens, | always go with Ma. Ma never
leaves me behind. Except for that one time a year and eight months ago when the Authorities almost grabbed
mein the aleyway. But she was real sorry after and she promised then that we' d never sleep on the streets
again and I’ d never be scared again and she’' d never, ever drink again. And she hasn'’t.

In the Castle, Ma's been good. And nothing stresses me out and I’m never scared. Not anymore. The Castle
is safe. The Authorities don’t know I’'m here. And no one else can get in.

| hope Ma's not mad now ’cause | don’t want her stressed out. | wait another bit and then | look up. She's
still staring at me but then she sighs and says.

“You? Invisible? Y ou can be heard amile away.” She turns back to the street and | smile, ' cause she's not
mad and she' s not sad neither, soit’sall okay.

When Mawas sad, it was the worst kind of stressed out. Her eyes would go all deep, as deep as the canal that
runs past the mill. She'd just sit in a doorway begging and not saying anything and when she had enough
change, we'd get up, and I’d have to run ' cause Mawould be walking real fast and her arms would be
pumping like she wanted to punch someone.

We'd go to the gate, the black one with the evil smiley face. That's where Mawent to buy what she needed.
And then we' d go find a doorway where no one could see us.

I’m not stupid. | knew what she was doing. | knew what she was taking. She’'d say, “It’sjust for the stress,
love. It helps meto fly over the city,” which is dumb ' cause she didn’'t go anywhere. She just lay there like
she was dead.

But her eyes haven't looked as deep asthat in ages. And | try to remember not to say things that make her
mad or things that make her sad. Like talking about Gran's house. Or my old school. Or her old friends. Or
anything from our old liferealy. And | never, ever talk about that night in the alleyway.

And from now on I’ d better remember not to say I’ m invisible neither.

“Bored,” Ma says again, and then she says something else but | don’t hear her ’ cause there’ saloud bang
from the construction site across the road. Y ou can’t see it from here, it's behind the glass building, but from
the roof you can watch the cranes lifting massive metal bars and concrete blocks. There are alot of cranes
these days and alot of new buildings too. Everything is new. The cranes eat the old buildings and put up new
ones that all have perfect windows and perfect corners and all look the exact same. The mill isthe only one
that’ s not shiny and packed with millions of people typing on computers.

Ma says the mill isuseless but | don’t think it is. The new buildings are like empty notebooks. But the mill is
like a book with pictures. It has a story. And even | don’t know the whole story and I’ ve lived here for one
year and eight months.

I know the mill has astory ’ cause there' s something strange going on.

| was playing a game last week where | was a princessin aforest leaving atrail of coinsfor an evil witch to
follow. | left them all over the bottom three floors of the Castle. And they just disappeared. When | went



back to get them, they were gone.

Then that night | heard this shuffling sound when me and Mawere in bed and the whole place was locked
up. This part of the city isdead quiet at night ' cause al the office workers have marched off home and

there’ s hardly any traffic on the road. So the tiniest sound in the Castle booms through it till you feel it rattle
and shake, like when a big truck drives over the canal bridge.

| know | heard something.

I’ve decided that I'm going to find out what it is later today when Maleaves. ' Cause even if it's scary, we
live here and we're never leaving. So if there' s something going on inside, | need to know.

But | need to get rid of Mafirst and she won't go out till she has enough coins.

There’ s aman getting out of ataxi. He grabs his suitcase and slams the door and starts walking our way.
“Point Blank,” | say.

“Definitely,” Masays.

Everyoneignores Ma. But if she asks for change, then there are four types of people.

Sorry Nothings: The ones that 1ook real embarrassed and say, “ Sorry, nothing.”

Fake Smiles: The ones that root around for change and give Ma a fake smile when they’ re throwing it in her
cup.

Runners: The ones that put coinsin her cup without looking at her and then get out of here like their shoes
areon fire.

Point Blanks: The ones that point-blank ignore her like she’sinvisible.

Most people are Point Blanks, like this man. He spots Ma from afew yards back. He pulls up his sleeve and
stares at his watch.

“Spare change?’ Ma asks, but what she’sreally saying is, | know you can see me.

But he must have bad eyesight, ’ cause he lifts hisarm real closeto his face and stares at hiswatch till he's
well past us.

“Stingy jerk,” Masays.

“Here, Ma,” | say. “Why don’t you ask them for spare change asif you were asking them what’ s forty-seven
times sixty-two?’

Maturns and gives me alook. She knows | hate math but it's her favorite subject to teach me and she thinks
I’m messing with her, so | say: “Go on,” and | nod at awoman who's coming our way pushing a stroller.

When she's coming past the steps, Ma says, “ Any spare change?’ in thisreal confused way, and it sounds so
weird that the woman actually stops and thinks about it and nods like she figuresit’s a fair enough question
and drops some money into the cup.



| let out awhoop and then slap a hand over my mouth ' cause | don’t think the woman would be happy about
me cheering. But she didn’t notice me. Maturns and gives me awink.

Now there’s ayoung guy coming but he's got his face stuck in his phone and he' s definitely a Point Blank.
Behind him is another man and he’ s dressed in tight jeans and a shirt with lots of squareson it and he has a
beard that looks more like it was painted on than it grew there.

“Ma, ask him like you’ re remembering something amazing that happened years ago.”

When he gets close, Ma says, “You wouldn’t have any spare change, would you?’ She saysit in this voice
like melted ice cream and he gives her aweird smile. Ma's pretty good-looking. Especialy now that she's
not hungover anymore. Men are always her best customers.

He actually stops walking, grabs a handful of change, and putsit in the cup without even counting it. Ma
laughs. And sodo | ’cause | think we've just found a new type.

“Appreciateit,” she says.

“No problem,” he says.

She turns to me and she’ s smiling. Really smiling.
“You'reagenius!” she says, and I’'m smiling too.

For the next half hour no one gives any more change, except for an old woman and | feel bad about that
" cause she looks like she needs it more than we do.

It's boring again and Ma figures we have enough coins now. | can’'t see into the cup but | think we probably
do.

Ma needs change to buy food and batteries but | need change today too so | can find out what’'s going on in
the Castle. But Macan't know. | don’t want to do anything that’d stress her out. So I’'ll have to grab some
when she's not looking and figure it out on my own.

I notice another man coming. He' s in atight blue suit and his hair looks like the canal does today. Real sleek.

“Look at the head on him. Loves himself,” | say. Ma agrees. Then | say, “Ma, why don’t you ask him like
you're telling him to watch out for atruck that’s about to hit him.”

| don't think she’s going to. I’ m not even sure she's heard me. But then just as he clip-clops past us, Ma
roars, “ Spare change!”

He jumps and | flinch and Ma doesn’'t move. He curses under his breath and then runs away like Ma's
pointing agun at him. | break my heart laughing.

But then Maturns her head and | see the look on her face. She's not laughing. Not one bit. She’ s watching
something farther down the street.

| lean forward and | don’'t know what she's seen at first but then my stomach flips. Before | even figure out
what it is, I'm jumping up. Neon yellow vests.

“The Authorities,” | say.



There are two men in yellow vests. One of them is holding aroll of paper and the other takes one end and
pullsit out till they’re holding a huge sheet between them. They look at the paper and then up at the mill and
then down at the paper again. Now one of them is drawing aline on the sheet with his finger and then
pointing upward at the mill and drawing aline through the air. The other one is nodding and looking and
nodding.

My heart starts going wild. | can’t move. I’ m stuck.
It'sthem.

And | remember the smell of rotting vegetablesin the alleyway the night Maleft me alone. The air was so
cold it stung to breathe. The Y ellow Vests came to take me away. | was on my own and | was so scared and
Mawasn't there.

But then she was.

“Ma?’ | whisper.

Sheignores me.

“Ma?’

She'sjust staring at them and | can’t hardly breathe.

“Mal” | say. I'm pushing the door open when she finally remembers me and she whips around and points
behind me and says, “Inside, you, now!”

But by the time she saysit, I'm already inside, hidden in the darkness of the basement.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Karon Hall:

Now aday people who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How alot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specialy this The Girl in Between book because
book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the datain this book hundred % guarantees there
isno doubt in it everbody knows.

Billy Smith:

Reading a book can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading abook will give you alot of new info.
When you read areserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especialy fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the characters



do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Girl in
Between, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a book.

Mark Garcia;

The book The Girl in Between has alot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of
write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Denise Adams;

The Girl in Between can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nonethel ess delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her
effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing The Girl in Between although doesn't forget the
main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.
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