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The Last Chance brings to an English-speaking audience for the first time the
unfinished fourth volume of Jean-Paul Sartre’s hugely important Roads of
Freedom cycle. Roads of Freedom is generally read and regarded as a trilogy,
made up of Age of Reason, The Reprieve and Troubled Sleep. In fact, Sartre
began a fourth volume and, although he never finished the work, two chapters,
‘Strange Friendship’ and ‘Last Chance’, were published in French by Gallimard
after his death. Set in a German prisoner of war camp, these chapters continue the
story of Roads of Freedom, exploring the interrelations of politics, responsibility,
friendship and freedom – themes central to Sartrean existentialism. The Pleiade
edition published by Gallimard included a previously unpublished interview with
Sartre, Simone de Beauvoir’s account of his plans for the fourth volume, and an
introduction to the unfinished fragments by the editor, Michel Contat. All this
material is now published here in this, the first English-language edition of a
work that makes an enormous contribution to our understanding of Sartre’s
hugely influential cycle.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The publication of the fourth volume of Sartre's Roads of Freedom is a key contribution to the field of
Sartre studies. English-speaking readers will here have access for the first time to the sequel to what they
thought was a trilogy. It is an important sequel, as translator Craig Vasey so aptly shows. In these pages, the
roads of freedom take an interesting turn, unveiling Sartre's own trajectory with regards to the concepts of
freedom and commitment. Vasey's translation makes these texts available with a concern for accuracy and
respect for Sartre's words. Further, this book complements Sartre's manuscripts with a scholarly apparatus
that makes it more than a mere translation. This is a scholarly edition of the fourth volume that will shed a
new light on Sartre's notion of freedom and how it ought to be pursued. A key reading for anyone interested
in Sartre as a writer and/or philosopher." — Professor Christine Daigle, Brock University, Canada

"The English speaking world has had to wait nearly thirty years before obtaining access to Jean-Paul Sartre's
The Last Chance: Roads of Freedom IV. Therefore, Craig Vasey's faithful translation represents an important
contribution to a better and more complete understanding of Sartre's fictional world. It will also help English
speakers to situate more clearly his literary production in the context of his complete writings and illuminate
the directions in which Sartre attempted to find solutions for his tortured protagonists to the vexing problems
of freedom, friendship and fate in a bewildering universe dominated by vicious and hostile ideologies." —
Adrian van den Hoven, University of Windsor, Canada

Recommended by New Statesman.

'With explanatory notes and generous critical padding ... As a continuation of Roads of Freedom, Craig
Vasey's gritty translation will be of most interest to students of Sartre; it offers only hints at the directions a
fourth volume may have taken in story and style, but those familiar with the earlier instalments will find a
few surprises among its reassembled shards.' - James Purdon, The Observer

'The quality of Sartre's writing, accomanied here by engaging essays and interviews, has never been more
evident than in this excellent translation ... fresh, organic, and decidedly human.' - The Guardian

'The Last Chance is of huge importance to Sartre scholars for the moral, political and philosophical ideas it
contains and for what it reveals about Sartre's post-war intellectual dilemmas ... Readers of the first three
volumes will be thoroughly entertained by this incomplete but nonetheless revealing and powerful fourth
installment.' - The Philosophers' Magazine

"Vasey presents the first English translation of the two parts of volume four of French philosopher Sartre's
(1905-80) trilogy Roads of Freedom, and that is only the beginning of the confusion. The title Les Chemins
de la liberte applies to the series of novels as a whole, he explains, but each of the five novels has its own
title. These two final ones, Strange Friendship and The Last Chance, were published in 1981 by Editions
Gallimard, Paris. Introductory material includes a 1945 interview, and comments Sartre made on the novels.
The text is followed by critical essays on the two novels and the series." -Eithne O'Leyne, BOOK NEWS, Inc.
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About the Author

Jean-Paul Sartre (1904-1980) was a French existentialist philosopher, dramatist, novelist and critic. He is
widely regarded as one of the most important and influential European thinkers of the twentieth century.
Craig Vasey is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Mary Washington, USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Benjamin Chambers:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their
particular spare time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book
titled The Last Chance: Roads of Freedom IV? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Terri Wiggins:

Here thing why that The Last Chance: Roads of Freedom IV are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as
food or not. The Last Chance: Roads of Freedom IV giving you information deeper as different ways, you
can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with The Last Chance: Roads of Freedom IV. It
gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world



which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or
even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the
form of The Last Chance: Roads of Freedom IV in e-book can be your alternative.

Cami Raley:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the reserve untitled The Last Chance: Roads of Freedom IV can be excellent book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.

John Flores:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book.
Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this The Last Chance: Roads of
Freedom IV.
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