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Capitalism has never been a subject for economists alone. Philosophers,
politicians, poets and social scientists have debated the cultural, moral, and
political effects of capitalism for centuries, and their claims have been many and
diverse. The Mind and the Market is a remarkable history of how the idea of
capitalism has developed in Western thought.

Ranging across an ideological spectrum that includes Hobbes, Voltaire, Adam
Smith, Edmund Burke, Hegel, Marx, and Matthew Arnold, as well as twentieth-
century communist, fascist, and neoliberal intellectuals, historian Jerry Muller
examines a fascinating thread of ideas about the ramifications of capitalism and
its future implications. This is an engaging and accessible history of ideas that
reverberate throughout everyday life.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Global markets destroy local cultures. Corporate greed breeds poverty wages. Slogans shouted at a
demonstration against the World Trade Organization? Not exactly. As Catholic University history professor
Muller argues, these were the concerns of European intellectuals as they witnessed the rise of modern
capitalism. Even the market's great advocates, from Adam Smith to Joseph Schumpeter, feared its effects,
Muller says. The market promoted individual liberties, self-interest and wealth accumulation. But the market
also threatened to unleash avarice, wreak havoc on traditions, and destroy any sense of the common good. In
clear if not inspired prose, Muller provides trenchant analyses of obscure and well-known students of
capitalism. None of his subjects was an economist narrowly defined; all were "moral philosophers"
concerned with the orderly and positive development of human society and the efficient production and
distribution of goods. Left and right, they shared many ideas. Few Americans have heard of Justus M"ser,
but his defense of fixed inequalities and locally based production contributed to a powerful conservative
critique of capitalism. On towering figures like Smith and Marx, Muller manages to provide fresh insights,
and the chapter on Hegel, a notably difficult philosopher, is remarkably lucid. Some of the later chapters are
less compelling, and the author's conclusions are rather too restrained. He is content to delineate the "vital
tensions" that have accompanied the rise of capitalism and refrains from openly championing the ideas of
one or another of his intellectuals. Still, this study illuminates the long lineage of engagement with the social
consequences of capitalism.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
The author, a professor of history at Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C., examines the
moral, social, and political implications of capitalism through the eyes of more than a dozen European
thinkers. Some--such as Adam Smith, Joseph Schumpeter, and Friedrich Hayek--are conventionally regarded
as economists, while others--including Voltaire and Karl Marx--were philosophers who wrote in either
support or criticism of the market-based society. A recurrent theme is the early Christian belief that
commerce (the trading of goods produced by others for profit) and finance (profiting from money itself)
were immoral. However, once these activities became a necessary part of society, the anti-Semitic
environment of Europe forced the Jews, who were traditionally farmers and craftsmen, into the roles of
money handlers. This work is an in-depth study of the origins of thought about markets and their effects on
people, when thinking men easily questioned whether capitalism is good for people. It is a wonderful
contrast to today's blind worship of materialism and economic progress. David Siegfried
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
“A magisterial contribution to the history of ideas.”—Peter L. Berger, Institute for the Study of Economic
Culture

“Comprehensive, lucidly analytical, and splendidly, admirably objective.”—Howard M. Sachar, author of A
History of Israel and Dreamland: Europeans and Jews in the Aftermath of the Great War

“Thanks to Muller’s sensitive and critical guidance, we come away knowing the subject far better than would
otherwise be possible.”—David S. Landes, author of The Wealth and Poverty of Nations

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa McCann:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve The Mind and the Market:
Capitalism in Western Thought will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is
far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book
with you?

Fredrick Alfred:

The Mind and the Market: Capitalism in Western Thought can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Mind and the Market:
Capitalism in Western Thought nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest
and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn
you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Gretchen Meehan:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Mind and the Market: Capitalism in
Western Thought can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?

Lorraine Bryant:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
you know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims
The Mind and the Market: Capitalism in Western Thought.
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