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When Ruth Ann (Roo) McCabe responds to a text message while she's driving,
her life as she knows it ends. The car flips, and Roo winds up in a hospital bed,
paralyzed. Silent. Everyone thinks she's in a coma, but Roo has locked-in
syndrome -- she can see and hear and understand everything around her, but no
one knows it. She's trapped inside her own body, screaming to be heard.

Mathilda (Tilly) is Roo's sister and best friend. She was the one who texted Roo
and inadvertently caused the accident. Now, Tilly must grapple with her
overwhelming guilt and her growing feelings for Roo's boyfriend, Newton -- the
only other person who seems to get what Tilly is going through.

But Tilly might be the only person who can solve the mystery of her sister's
condition -- who can see through Roo's silence to the truth underneath.

Somehow, through medicine or miracles, will both sisters find a way to heal?
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When Ruth Ann (Roo) McCabe responds to a text message while she's driving, her life as she knows it ends.
The car flips, and Roo winds up in a hospital bed, paralyzed. Silent. Everyone thinks she's in a coma, but
Roo has locked-in syndrome -- she can see and hear and understand everything around her, but no one knows
it. She's trapped inside her own body, screaming to be heard.

Mathilda (Tilly) is Roo's sister and best friend. She was the one who texted Roo and inadvertently caused the
accident. Now, Tilly must grapple with her overwhelming guilt and her growing feelings for Roo's
boyfriend, Newton -- the only other person who seems to get what Tilly is going through.

But Tilly might be the only person who can solve the mystery of her sister's condition -- who can see through
Roo's silence to the truth underneath.

Somehow, through medicine or miracles, will both sisters find a way to heal?
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 7–10—This realistic, if a bit heavy-handed, emotional ride takes readers through two sisters' perspectives
on a life-altering accident. Tilly and Roo, close friends as well as siblings, find their lives thrown upside
down when Roo gets into a devastating car accident. She survives but goes into a coma and eventually
suffers from locked-in syndrome—she can hear and see, but she just can't move. Everyone rallies around her,
but Tilly, her younger sister, finds herself increasingly on the outside and increasingly attracted to Roo's
boyfriend, Newton. Tilly's feelings of guilt multiply when everyone in school discovers that she was texting
Roo at the time of the accident. Newton and Roo's relationship, while emotionally deep, remains modest, so
middle schoolers would be quite comfortable with the romance here. The alternating chapters, from Tilly's
and Roo's perspectives, add to the authenticity of the story; the emotions are genuine and heartfelt. The
"don't text and drive" message is a little overdrawn, but readers will be engaged in the emotional and
physical recoveries of both sisters. Fans of Gayle Forman's If I Stay (Dutton, 2009) will find another favorite
in this. VERDICT A good purchase for libraries with teens craving realistic but not edgy fiction.—Lisa
Ehrle, Falcon Creek Middle School, CO

Review

Praise for The Secret Language of Sisters:

"Riveting and heartbreaking... a glorious affirmation." -- Lauren Myracle, bestselling author of Shine

"Luanne Rice brings her trademark grace and lyricism to a suspenseful story about sisters and life-changing
chances." -- Huntley Fitzpatrick, author of My Life Next Door

"A moving story, beautiful told, about art, hope, and all kinds of love. Welcome to the YA world, Luanne
Rice!" -- Natalie Standiford, author of How to Say Goodbye in Robot

"Raw and emotional. A novel you'll want to discuss, and one that will stick with you long after you've turned
the last page." -- Tamara Ireland Stone, bestselling author of Every Last Word

"Rice skillfully examines the way one mistake can shatter the lives of many." --  Publishers Weekly

"Genuine and heartfelt. . . fans of Gayle Forman's If I Stay. . . will find another favorite in this." --  School
Library Journal.

"Rice, a bestselling adult author, employs alternating chapters in the sisters' voices with clarity and honesty
in her YA debut." -- Booklist

Praise for Internationally Bestselling Author Luanne Rice

"Luanne Rice has enticed millions of readers." -- USA Today

"Rice has an elegant style, a sharp eye, and a real warmth." -- San Francisco Chronicle



"Rice's trademarks are fine writing, a good eye for small detail, and an uncanny way of conveying the
mysterious glue that holds families together." -- Kirkus Reviews

From the Inside Flap

When Ruth Ann (Roo) McCabe responds to a text message while she's driving, her life as she knows it ends.
The car flips, and Roo winds up in a hospital bed, paralyzed. Silent. Everyone thinks she's in a coma, but
Roo has locked-in syndrome -- she can see and hear and understand everything around her, but no one knows
it. She's trapped inside her own body, screaming to be heard.

Mathilda (Tilly) is Roo's sister and best friend. She was the one who texted Roo and inadvertently caused the
accident. Now, Tilly must grapple with her overwhelming guilt and her growing feelings for Roo's
boyfriend, Newton -- the only other person who seems to get what Tilly is going through.

But Tilly might be the only person who can solve the mystery of her sister's condition -- who can see through
Roo's silence to the truth underneath.

Somehow, through medicine or miracles, will both sisters find a way to heal?

Told from alternating perspectives, this gorgeous, unputdownable story of love, hope, and redemption marks
bestselling author Luanne Rice's dazzling entry into the world of YA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kelly Watson:

This The Secret Language of Sisters book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you
will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Secret
Language of Sisters without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Secret Language of Sisters can bring when you are
and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even cell phone. This The Secret Language of Sisters having great arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Malcolm Khan:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Secret Language of
Sisters, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.



Christine Smith:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular The Secret Language of Sisters can
give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and
make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Secret Language of
Sisters.

Michael Spicer:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Secret Language of Sisters can make you sense more interested to read.
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