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We all know that orange is the new black and mass incarceration is the new Jim
Crow, but how much do we actually know about the structure, goals, and impact
of our criminal justice system? Understanding Mass Incarceration offers the first
comprehensive overview of the incarceration apparatus put in place by the
world’s largest jailer: the United States.

Drawing on a growing body of academic and professional work, Understanding
Mass Incarceration describes in plain English the many competing theories of
criminal justice—from rehabilitation to retribution, from restorative justice to
justice reinvestment. In a lively and accessible style, author James Kilgore
illuminates the difference between prisons and jails, probation and parole, laying
out key concepts and policies such as the War on Drugs, broken windows
policing, three-strikes sentencing, the school-to-prison pipeline, recidivism, and
prison privatization. Informed by the crucial lenses of race and gender, he
addresses issues typically omitted from the discussion: the rapidly increasing
incarceration of women, Latinos, and transgender people; the growing
imprisonment of immigrants; and the devastating impact of mass incarceration on
communities.

Both field guide and primer, Understanding Mass Incarceration will be an
essential resource for those engaged in criminal justice activism as well as those
new to the subject.
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We all know that orange is the new black and mass incarceration is the new Jim Crow, but how much do we
actually know about the structure, goals, and impact of our criminal justice system? Understanding Mass
Incarceration offers the first comprehensive overview of the incarceration apparatus put in place by the
world’s largest jailer: the United States.

Drawing on a growing body of academic and professional work, Understanding Mass Incarceration
describes in plain English the many competing theories of criminal justice—from rehabilitation to
retribution, from restorative justice to justice reinvestment. In a lively and accessible style, author James
Kilgore illuminates the difference between prisons and jails, probation and parole, laying out key concepts
and policies such as the War on Drugs, broken windows policing, three-strikes sentencing, the school-to-
prison pipeline, recidivism, and prison privatization. Informed by the crucial lenses of race and gender, he
addresses issues typically omitted from the discussion: the rapidly increasing incarceration of women,
Latinos, and transgender people; the growing imprisonment of immigrants; and the devastating impact of
mass incarceration on communities.

Both field guide and primer, Understanding Mass Incarceration will be an essential resource for those
engaged in criminal justice activism as well as those new to the subject.
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Editorial Review

Review

Praise for Understanding Mass Incarceration:

“This important polemic from Kilgore presents a grim picture of the U.S. criminal justice system…With
stunning statistics and heartbreaking stories, the book reveals how the system prevents individuals and their
families from moving beyond incarceration.”
—Publishers Weekly

“[A] graphically pleasing, very readable, emotionally and intellectually engaging work. It is concise, fairly
complete, and quite convincing in its presentation of the facts surround the inhumane and socially destructive
policy of mass incarceration.”
—Counterpunch

"James Kilgore is one of my favorite commentators regarding the phenomenon of mass incarceration and the
necessity of pursuing truly transformative change. Understanding Mass Incarceration provides an excellent,
much-needed introduction to the racial, political, and economic dimensions of mass incarceration, as well as
a brilliant overview of the competing schools of thought regarding what must be done to end it."
—Michelle Alexander, author of The New Jim Crow

"Useful for anyone with a horse in the race regarding law enforcement—in other words, most American
citizens."
—Kirkus Reviews

About the Author
James Kilgore is a formerly incarcerated person who currently teaches in the Center for African Studies at
the University of Illinois. He is the author of a number of novels and an educational text about Zimbabwe.
He lives with his family in Champaign, Illinois.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hattie Leclair:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours
a day to reading a e-book. The book Understanding Mass Incarceration: A People's Guide to the Key Civil
Rights Struggle of Our Time it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book.
They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can
buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is
not too costly but this book has high quality.



Stewart Moore:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Understanding Mass Incarceration: A People's Guide to the Key Civil Rights Struggle of Our Time
your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one type
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The Understanding Mass Incarceration: A
People's Guide to the Key Civil Rights Struggle of Our Time giving you one more experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Armando McFarland:

You could spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Understanding Mass Incarceration: A
People's Guide to the Key Civil Rights Struggle of Our Time is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in
the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can
buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Scott Tucker:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Understanding
Mass Incarceration: A People's Guide to the Key Civil Rights Struggle of Our Time which is keeping the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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