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“The most important political book of the year.”—Gregg Easterbrook,
author of The Progress Paradox

Everyone knows: wars are getting worse, more civilians are dying, and
peacemaking achieves nothing, right? Wrong.

Despite all the bad-news headlines, peacekeeping is working. Fewer wars are
starting, more are ending, and those that remain are smaller and more localized.
But peace doesn’t just happen; it needs to be put into effect. Moreover,
understanding the global decline in armed conflict is crucial as America shifts to
an era of lower military budgets and operations.

Preeminent scholar of international relations, Joshua Goldstein, definitively
illustrates how decades of effort by humanitarian aid agencies, popular
movements—and especially the United Nations—have made a measureable
difference in reducing violence in our times. Goldstein shows how we can
continue building on these inspiring achievements to keep winning the war on
war.

This updated and revised edition includes more information on a post-9-11
world, and is a perfect compendium for those wishing to learn more about the
United States’ armed conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.   
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“The most important political book of the year.”—Gregg Easterbrook, author of The Progress
Paradox

Everyone knows: wars are getting worse, more civilians are dying, and peacemaking achieves nothing, right?
Wrong.

Despite all the bad-news headlines, peacekeeping is working. Fewer wars are starting, more are ending, and
those that remain are smaller and more localized. But peace doesn’t just happen; it needs to be put into
effect. Moreover, understanding the global decline in armed conflict is crucial as America shifts to an era of
lower military budgets and operations.

Preeminent scholar of international relations, Joshua Goldstein, definitively illustrates how decades of effort
by humanitarian aid agencies, popular movements—and especially the United Nations—have made a
measureable difference in reducing violence in our times. Goldstein shows how we can continue building on
these inspiring achievements to keep winning the war on war.

This updated and revised edition includes more information on a post-9-11 world, and is a perfect
compendium for those wishing to learn more about the United States’ armed conflicts in Iraq and
Afghanistan.   
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Editorial Review

Review
"Reveals the greatest untold story of the past two decades-that contrary to popular impressions, war has
become substantially rarer and less dangerous... This book could change the understanding of policy makers,
opinion leaders, and a wide readership."—Steven Pinker, professor of psychology, Harvard College;
bestselling author of The Blank Slate

“Does what no other book has attempted, providing a synoptic view, and narrative, of the slow but successful
evolution of UN peacekeeping. It takes an unusual and unorthodox approach that works very well
indeed.”—Paul Kennedy, professor of history, Yale University; author of The Rise and Fall of the Great
Powers

“A novel, highly informative, and exceedingly valuable book.”—David Hamburg, President Emeritus,
Carnegie Corporation of New York; former president, AAAS

“A highly readable account of the nature and problems of peacekeeping… an important contribution to
public understanding of international affairs.”—Brian Urquhart, former Undersecretary-General of the UN;
author of Ralph Bunche: An American Life and Hammarskjöld

“The untold story of how we seem to be winning the long-term fight against war, and why. His book should
be required reading for policymakers and the media.”—Nils Petter Gleditsch, Peace Research Institute Oslo

“A surprising study that suggests warfare is decreasing .... Optimistic, useful history of diplomacy as
counterweight to brutality.”—Kirkus

“The most important political book of the year.”—Gregg Easterbrook, author of The Progress Paradox

From the Inside Flap
The astounding truth: peacekeeping is working
 
Preeminent scholar of international relations, Joshua Goldstein, tears down one of the greatest myths of
modern history.  Despite all the hand wringing, fear mongering, and bad-news headlines, peace is on the
rise.  Fewer wars are starting, more are ending, and those that remain are smaller and more localized than in
past years. Incredibly, no national armies are still fighting each other--all today's wars are civil wars. This
worldwide decline in armed conflict is crucially important for America's shift from a decade of war to an era
of lower military budgets and operations.
 
Goldstein's groundbreaking analysis of the empirical evidence is convincing, but the real power of his
argument lies in the accounts of experiences on the violent frontlines where peace must actually be put into
effect. His vivid "boots on the ground" account shows how today's successes in building peace grow out of
decades of effort and sacrifice by ordinary and extraordinary people working through international
organizations, humanitarian aid agencies, and popular movements around the world. At the center of this
drama is the United Nations and its sixty-year experiment in peacekeeping - overwhelmingly supported by
American public opinion - which is making a measurable difference in reducing violence in our time.



Taking us from his own sleepless night in Beirut as shells landed in nearby streets, to the agonizing failures
of the international community in Bosnia and Rwanda, to the recent triumphs of peacekeeping in West
Africa, Goldstein tells the most exciting and important untold global story of our age. He shows how large-
scale looting, sexual assault, and atrocities are being stopped, and how we can continue building on these
hopeful and inspiring achievements to keep winning the war on war.

About the Author
Joshua Goldstein is an interdisciplinary scholar of war and an awarding-winning professor at the School of
International Service at American University. He has written for The American Political Science Review,
Journal of Conflict Resolution, and International Studies Quarterly, as well as Op Ed pieces in The New
York Times and the Christian Science Monitor. He’s been on ABC Nightline, NBC and CNN television, and
BBC and NPR radio.

He has won a MacArthur Foundation Individual Research and Writing Grant, the International Studies
Association's Karl Deutsch Award for research, and the American Political Science Association's Victoria
Schuck Award. The National Science Foundation has funded his research. Goldstein received his M.S. and
Ph.D. in political science from MIT. He has taught at Yale University, Brown University, the University of
Massachusetts, and the University of Maryland. As well as his current affiliation with American University
in Washington, DC, he is Research Scholar in the Political Science Dept. at the University of Massachusetts,
Amherst and the Nonresident Sadat Senior Fellow at the University of Maryland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerrod Spicher:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that
question since just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Winning the War on War: The
Decline of Armed Conflict Worldwide to read.

Tommy Cowen:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Winning the War on War: The Decline of Armed Conflict Worldwide book is
readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to
you. The writer of Winning the War on War: The Decline of Armed Conflict Worldwide content conveys
thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information
but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking Winning the War on War: The Decline of Armed
Conflict Worldwide is not loveable to be your top list reading book?



Timothy Payne:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Winning the War on War:
The Decline of Armed Conflict Worldwide can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not
a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Cory Thomas:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Winning the War on War: The Decline of Armed Conflict
Worldwide was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Winning the
War on War: The Decline of Armed Conflict Worldwide has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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