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Carl Schmitt is one of the most widely read and influential German thinkers of
the twentieth century. His fundamental works on friend and enemy, legality and
legitimacy, dictatorship, political theology and the concept of the political are
read today with great interest by everyone from conservative Catholic
theologians to radical political thinkers on the left.

In his private life, however, Schmitt was haunted by the demons of his wild anti-
Semitism, his self-destructive and compulsive sexuality and his deep-seated
resentment against the complacency of bourgeois life. As a young man from a
modest background, full of social envy, he succeeded in making his way to the
top of the academic discipline of law in Germany through his exceptional
intellectual prowess. And yet he never felt at home in the academic establishment
and among those of high social standing.

In his works, Schmitt unmasked the liberal Rechtsstaat as a constitutional façade
and reflected on the legitimacy of dictatorship. When the Nazis seized power
Schmitt was susceptible to their ideology. He broke with his Jewish friends,
joined the Nazi Party in May 1933 and lent a helping hand to Hitler, thereby
becoming deeply entangled with the regime. Schmitt was irrevocably
compromised by his role as the ‘crown jurist’ of the Third Reich. But by 1936 he
had already lost his influential position. After the war, he led a secluded life in
his home town in the Sauerland and became a key background figure in the
intellectual scene of postwar Germany.

Reinhard Mehring’s outstanding biography is the most comprehensive work
available on the life and work of Carl Schmitt. Based on thorough research and
using new sources that were previously unavailable, Mehring portrays Schmitt as
a Shakespearean figure at the centre of the German catastrophe.
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Carl Schmitt is one of the most widely read and influential German thinkers of the twentieth century. His
fundamental works on friend and enemy, legality and legitimacy, dictatorship, political theology and the
concept of the political are read today with great interest by everyone from conservative Catholic theologians
to radical political thinkers on the left.

In his private life, however, Schmitt was haunted by the demons of his wild anti-Semitism, his self-
destructive and compulsive sexuality and his deep-seated resentment against the complacency of bourgeois
life. As a young man from a modest background, full of social envy, he succeeded in making his way to the
top of the academic discipline of law in Germany through his exceptional intellectual prowess. And yet he
never felt at home in the academic establishment and among those of high social standing.

In his works, Schmitt unmasked the liberal Rechtsstaat as a constitutional façade and reflected on the
legitimacy of dictatorship. When the Nazis seized power Schmitt was susceptible to their ideology. He broke
with his Jewish friends, joined the Nazi Party in May 1933 and lent a helping hand to Hitler, thereby
becoming deeply entangled with the regime. Schmitt was irrevocably compromised by his role as the ‘crown
jurist’ of the Third Reich. But by 1936 he had already lost his influential position. After the war, he led a
secluded life in his home town in the Sauerland and became a key background figure in the intellectual scene
of postwar Germany.

Reinhard Mehring’s outstanding biography is the most comprehensive work available on the life and work of
Carl Schmitt. Based on thorough research and using new sources that were previously unavailable, Mehring
portrays Schmitt as a Shakespearean figure at the centre of the German catastrophe.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Mehring’s study...lay bare the links between Schmitt’s litigious life and his complicated ideas."
Library Journal

"Reinhard Mehring offers the English speaking world the first comprehensive intellectual biography of the
highly controversial legal and political theorist, Carl Schmitt.  Based on extensive archival research and a
vast amount of unpublished material, Mehring identifies the psychological and emotional motivations that
drove the intellectual endeavors of the notorious philosopher of "the political" and "the state of exception." 
Mehring demonstrates conclusively how Schmitt's struggles with, among other issues, his sexual desire and
his obsession with the Jews, generated some of the most important, influential and dangerous political
writings of the twentieth century."
John P. McCormick, University of Chicago

"In this fascinating biography, Mehring has used Schmitt’s only recently available diaries and calendar
entries to lay bare the obsessions of this brilliant thinker -- often referred to as the Hobbes of the 20th
century.  Especially revealing are his struggles to shatter “the Jew in him,” which led him to aspire to
become Hitler’s “pope” with all that that implied.  Politically naïve about Nazism, he was severely attacked
by the SS in 1936 and marginalized for, among other reasons, his pre-1933 close association with Jews and
his anti-Nazism."
George Schwab, President, National Committee on American Foreign Policy

About the Author
Reinhard Mehring is Professor of Political Science at Heidelberg University of Education

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willard Callahan:

The book Carl Schmitt: A Biography make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem
with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Carl Schmitt: A Biography for being your habit,
you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many
or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a book Carl Schmitt: A
Biography. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So ,
how do you think about this book?



Gregory Rivera:

The book Carl Schmitt: A Biography can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Carl Schmitt: A
Biography? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many
facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that
you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Carl Schmitt: A
Biography has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Norman Ross:

The book untitled Carl Schmitt: A Biography is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see
the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when
write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly
get the e-book of Carl Schmitt: A Biography from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free
time.

Ronald Canty:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Carl Schmitt: A Biography why because the great cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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