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No one can ever be like a mother to us, especially not stupid frizzy dizzy Rose!
Ruby and Garnet are 10-year-old identical twins. They do everything together,
especially since their mom died three years ago. Can being a double act work
forever? Especially when their father starts dating again?
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
An unexceptional mix of familiar plot devices, this British import is almost gratingly obvious. Ten-year-old
twins Ruby and Garnet take turns narrating, and although their voices aren't especially different, they are
meant to be opposites. Ruby is outgoing, Garnet shy; Ruby leads, Garnet follows. Their mother has died long
ago, and now their father has a girlfriend, whom they immediately reject. The four move from the city to the
country, where the twins are desperately unhappy. Serious issues, like the burdens of twinhood and the
difficulties of forging independent identities, become lost amid a surfeit of frothy subplots, including an
audition for a TV show and a plan to enter a ritzy boarding school. The narration is frequently cloying, as in
Ruby's comments about her father's taste for classic literature: "If we have a look at Dad's book we wonder
what the Dickens they're about and they seem very Hardy, but Dad likes them." The brittle nature of
Wilson's (Elsa, Star of the Shelter) writing finds its extension in her glib resolution of the conflicts, and the
illustrations, rendered as if by Ruby and Garnet, are as flat and unrevealing as the story. Ages 9-12.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 4-6?A story written in the form of a journal with identical twin sisters writing in turns. The 10-year-
old girls have always relished their twinship: making it impossible for people to tell them apart, working out
signals so they can pretend to sneeze simultaneously, toss their braids in perfect synchronization, etc. At
least, Ruby has always loved it?but then she's the dominant, extroverted one. Garnet seems to have been
going along for the ride, safe in Ruby's shadow. When the twins' lives begin to change?a new girlfriend for
their father, and then a new job in a new town with the corresponding new school for his daughters?their
relationship is suddenly ripe for examination. When Ruby persuades her to audition for a TV series, Garnet
rises to the occasion but is paralyzed with fear and subsequently guilt-ridden to have spoiled Ruby's chance
at stardom. Next, Ruby plots their escape from home by applying to boarding school, but only Garnet passes
the entrance exam. In the throes of making the decision to attend, she finds inner strength, and in finally
acknowledging her twin's separate identity, Ruby affirms her love. Though the twins' voices are not always
clearly differentiated as to vocabulary and style, their characters and interests are consistently distinct.
Black-and-white cartoons add to the generally lighthearted tone. This is a solid but not a stunning
read.?Miriam Lang Budin, Mt. Kisco Public Library, NY
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 3^-6. Ruby and Garnet are identical on the outside but quite different on the inside, as their entries in
their combined journal show. Ruby is the bossy, confident one; Garnet the meeker, always ready to follow
Ruby's lead. But neither of the British 10-year-olds is happy when their father decides to move the family to
a country village to open a bookshop with his girlfriend, Rose--Rosey Ratbag to the twins. This is a book that
gets it all right. Ruby and Garnet are characters with whom readers will identify, for everyone has been
either the leader or the follower in a relationship. Kids will also recognize the anger that rises in the girls
when they are forced to leave all that's familiar to them to move somewhere they don't want to go with
someone they don't want to be with. On the other hand, youngsters will also comprehend Rose's frustrations
as she tries every way she knows to get through to the unfriendly, unhappy girls. But this is not just a story of
familial angst. It is also very, very funny. The clever design interposes the often laugh-aloud journal entries
with sharp ink drawings that capture emotions with economy of line. (The obviously redone-for-an-
American-audience dust jacket is the only misstep--too sweet.) Recommend the tale to kids who like Cleary-
-Wilson, too, knows how to mix messages with plenty of fun. Ilene Cooper
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Mundo:

The book Double Act can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave the good thing like a book Double Act? A few of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible
to share all of these. Book Double Act has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Patrick Pierce:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Double Act, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

John Minnis:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Double Act that give
your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It
can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants
to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Double
Act become your personal starter.

William Glover:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Double Act why because the fantastic cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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