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Hailed internationally as a page-turner in a league with the fiction of Thomas
Harris, this lyrical and terrifying bestseller is the stunning achievement of an
"extravagantly gifted" (Kirkus Reviews) new novelist. John Connolly superbly
taps into the tortured mind and gritty world of former NYPD detective Charlie
"Bird" Parker, tormented by the brutal, unsolved murders of his wife and young
daughter. Driven by visions of the dead, Parker tracks a serial killer from New
York City to the American South, and finds his buried instincts -- for love,
survival, and, ultimately, for killing -- awakening as he confronts a monster
beyond imagining...
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
It's a good idea to avoid reading John Connolly's debut novel on a full stomach. His descriptions of mutilated
murder victims give him honorary membership in the gore wars club. Every Dead Thing is a fast-paced piece
of fiction from an author whose regular stomping ground is as a journalist for the Irish Times.

NYPD detective Charlie "Bird" Parker was busy boozing at Tom's Oak Tavern when his wife Susan, and
young daughter Jennifer were mutilated by a killer called the Traveling Man. Consumed by guilt and
alcoholism, Charlie soon lost his job, and almost his sanity. Several months on he is sober and ready to get
his life back in order. Charlie takes up private investigating. One of his first cases involves the disappearance
of a woman called Catherine Demeter. At first this puzzle seems unrelated to the Traveling Man--but Charlie
has a gut feeling that the slayer is pulling the strings. "I dreamed of Catherine Demeter surrounded by
darkness and flames and the bones of dead children. And I knew then that some terrible blackness had
descended upon her."

The search for Catherine takes Charlie on a whirlwind tour of the South. First to the small Virginian town of
Haven, where, some 30 years before, Catherine's sister Amy was murdered, along with other local children.
But the trail turns cold--until a tip from a psychic leads Charlie to the swamplands of Louisiana. The subplots
of Catherine's disappearance, age-old child murders, and the slaying of the Parker family finally unite in the
hot, humid terrain. A showdown with the Traveling Man is inevitable.

Every Dead Thing is classic American crime fiction, and it's hard to believe that John Connolly was born and
raised on the Emerald Isle. --Naomi Gesinger

From Publishers Weekly
One serial killer who tortures children and another who steals victims' faces after mutilating their bodies give
readers two grisly plots in one darkly ingenious debut novel. New York Homicide cop Charlie "Bird" Parker
left the force when his wife and baby daughter were gruesomely murdered (while he was boozing down the
block), but he agrees to trace a missing woman as a favor to his old partner. The trail leads from Brooklyn
wise guys to a dying rural Virginia town where the shameful secret (children were tortured and killed by
wealthy local eccentrics) is linked to the missing woman. Stepping on toes and muscling past stonewallers,
Charlie eludes hired killers to flush several villains into the open with the help of two friendly hitmenAa
competently lethal gay couple who provide a refreshing change from both stereotypes. Charlie receives a
phone call from Tante Marie, a Creole woman near New Orleans whose detailed psychic visions of "The
Traveling Man" match the profile of the killer. Scoping out the bayous, Charlie teams up with his old FBI
buddy, Woolrich, for more convoluted probing involving a plethora of psychic tips, bodies in the bayou and
Creole gangs. A romance with a beautiful Brooklyn profiler who joins the case helps make the New Orleans
sequence of the novel sing. The tortuous plot seldom falters and each character is memorable. There are
sometimes too many detailsAlike extensive lists of zydeco and Cajun singers on the radioAthat force the
Louisiana ambiance, and Brooklyn never does feel right, but the rural Virginia town is petty, bitter
perfection: no mean feat for a native Dubliner. The prose rings of '40s L.A. noir, ? la Chandler and Hammett,
but the grisly deaths, poetic cops and psychic episodes set this tale apart. Published by Hodder in Great
Britain in January, Connolly's gory tale should find an avid U.S. audience. Foreign rights sold in Germany,
Japan and Italy.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.



From Library Journal
Connolly's debut novel is the story of cop turned private investigator Charlie "Bird" Parker's hunt for the
murderer of his wife and child, a serial killer whose modus operandi is the surgical dissection of his live
victims. Written in a remarkably American voice that only occasionally gives away the fact that its 31-year-
old Irish author has never lived in the United States, the tale is a double-helixed storm through the world of
organized crime and the underworld of serial predators. Bird's chase leads him from New York City to New
Orleans and many small nowheres in between, all fairly believably brought to life through this outsider's
observant eye. The grim and grisly events are emotionally balanced by the book's dark humor and Bird's
vulnerability. This is a highly intelligent and exciting novel, with almost enough action and story for two
books. Recommended.ALisa Bier, Austin, TX
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lawrence Gregory:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Every Dead Thing: A Charlie Parker
Thriller will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Whitney Obrien:

Here thing why this Every Dead Thing: A Charlie Parker Thriller are different and trustworthy to be yours.
First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. Every Dead Thing: A Charlie Parker Thriller giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with Every Dead Thing:
A Charlie Parker Thriller. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about
the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Every Dead Thing: A Charlie Parker Thriller in
e-book can be your substitute.

Brian Price:

This Every Dead Thing: A Charlie Parker Thriller is completely new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Every Dead
Thing: A Charlie Parker Thriller can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable
by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy
even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for



your better life and knowledge.

Gary Lund:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes looking at,
not only science book but novel and Every Dead Thing: A Charlie Parker Thriller or perhaps others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more
and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put
their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Every Dead Thing: A
Charlie Parker Thriller to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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