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"Of Literature and Knowledge looks ... like an important advance in this new and
very important subject... literature is about to become even more interesting." —
Edward O. Wilson, Pellegrino University Professor, Harvard University.

Framed by the theory of evolution, this colourful and engaging volume presents a
new understanding of the mechanisms by which we transfer information from
narrative make-believe to real life. Ranging across game theory and philosophy
of science, aswell as poetics and aesthetics, Peter Swirski explains how literary
fictions perform as a systematic tool of enquiry, driven by thought experiments.
Crucially, he argues for a continuum between the cognitive tools employed by
scientists, philosophers and scholars or writers of fiction.

Theresult is a provocative study of our talent and propensity for creating
imaginary worlds, different from the world we know yet invaluable to our
understanding of it. Of Literature and Knowledge is a noteworthy challenge to
contemporary critical theory, arguing that by bridging the gap between literature
and science we might not only reinvigorate literary studies but, above all, further
our understanding of literature.
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"Of Literature and Knowledge looks ... like an important advance in this new and very important subject...
literature is about to become even more interesting.” — Edward O. Wilson, Pellegrino University Professor,
Harvard University.

Framed by the theory of evolution, this colourful and engaging volume presents a new understanding of the
mechanisms by which we transfer information from narrative make-believe to real life. Ranging across game
theory and philosophy of science, as well as poetics and aesthetics, Peter Swirski explains how literary
fictions perform as a systematic tool of enquiry, driven by thought experiments. Crucially, he argues for a
continuum between the cognitive tools employed by scientists, philosophers and scholars or writers of
fiction.

Theresult is a provocative study of our talent and propensity for creating imaginary worlds, different from
the world we know yet invaluable to our understanding of it. Of Literature and Knowledge is a noteworthy
challenge to contemporary critical theory, arguing that by bridging the gap between literature and science we
might not only reinvigorate literary studies but, above all, further our understanding of literature.
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Editorial Review

Review

" ...mergesa conversational, humoroustone with a disciplined academic attitude that not only
enlightens but entertains... fascinating, essential contribution towardsa moreinterdisciplinary
under standing of literature, commendable for literary scholars, aestheticians, and philosophers.”
Philosophy and Literature

Engaging, challenging... a pleasuretoread... an important and stimulating contribution.
SubStance

...successfully crosses the divide between difficult academic theory and the collogquial idiom of popular
speech, and bringsinto play arange of literary and theoretical reference that isin itself a chief source
of pleasurefor readers.

Joseph Carroll

" Of Literature and Knowledge looks like an important advancein this new and very important
subject... literatureis about to become even more interesting.”

Edward O. Wilson, Pellegrino University Professor, Harvard

'... an important advance in this new and very important subject... literatureisabout to become even
moreinteresting.' - Edward O. Wilson

"...A complex and usefully provocative contribution to the field. Laudably ambitious and readable, it
deservesto stimulate debate among those of ustrying to work out the place of literary studiesin a
predominantly scientific age.' - Jon Adams, London School of Economics, BSLA Reviews

"Swirski's greatest asset ishisclear yet colorful style of writing. Even when discussing difficult
theoretical subjects, he managesto write both lucidly and engagingly, often using humor to make his
points mor e under standable and more memorable. It ishard not to be affected by his plain enthusiasm
for hissubject. In short, Swirski'sproseisa pleasureto read... undoubtedly useful four anyone
interested in amoreinterdisciplinary perspective on literature... a valuable and interesting
contribution to literary scholarship” - Tero Eljas Vanhanen, University of Helsinki, SubStance 2013

About the Author

Peter Swirski isa Canadian scholar and literary critic featured in Canadian Who'sWho. Heis
Amazon's#1 Bestseller in American History and Criticism and in Canadian Literary

Criticism. Specialist in American literature and American Studies, and theworld's foremost scholar
on Stanislaw Lem, heisthe author of fifteen award-winning books, including From Lowbrow to
Nobrow (2005), Literature, Analytically Speaking (2010), American Utopia and Social Engineering
(2011), and Stanislaw Lem: Philosopher of the Future (2015).



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ruben Martin:

This Of Literature and Knowledge: Explorations in Narrative Thought Experiments, Evolution, and Game
Theory are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Of
Literature and Knowledge: Explorationsin Narrative Thought Experiments, Evolution, and Game Theory
can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but
feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside
that this Of Literature and Knowledge: Explorations in Narrative Thought Experiments, Evolution, and
Game Theory forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Cynthia Miller:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people likeit. First reading a book will give you alot of new data.
When you read areserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Of
Literature and Knowledge: Explorationsin Narrative Thought Experiments, Evolution, and Game Theory,
you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading areserve.

Sharon Hafer:

The reserve untitled Of Literature and Knowledge: Explorationsin Narrative Thought Experiments,
Evolution, and Game Theory is the book that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the
book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The article author was did alot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou aso could get the e-book of Of
Literature and Knowledge: Explorationsin Narrative Thought Experiments, Evolution, and Game Theory
from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

David Gonzales:

Beside thiskind of Of Literature and Knowledge: Explorations in Narrative Thought Experiments,
Evolution, and Game Theory in your phone, it could possibly give you away to get more close to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Of
Literature and Knowledge: Explorationsin Narrative Thought Experiments, Evolution, and Game Theory



because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from today!
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