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Instead of entering the world crying like other babies, Júbilo was born with a
smile on his face. He had a gift for hearing what was in people’s hearts, for
listening to sand dunes sing and insects whisper. Even as a young boy, acting as
an interpreter between his warring Mayan grandmother and his Spanish-speaking
mother, he would translate words of spite into words of respect, so that their
mutual hatred turned to love. When he grew up, he put his gift to good use in his
job as a humble telegraph operator.

But now the telegraph lies abandoned, obsolete as a form of communication in
the electronic age, and don Júbilo is on his deathbed, mute and estranged from
his beloved wife, Lucha, who refuses to speak to him. What tragic event has
come between two such sensuous, loving people to cause their seemingly
irreparable rift? What mystery lies behind the death of the son no one ever
mentions? Can their daughter bring reconciliation to her parents before it is too
late, by acting as an interpreter between them, just as Júbilo used to do for other
people?

Swift as Desire is Laura Esquivel’s loving tribute to her father, who worked his
own lifelong magic as a telegraph operator. In this enchanting, bittersweet story,
touched with graphic earthiness and wit, she shows us how keeping secrets will
always lead to unhappiness, and how communication is the key to love.
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for hearing what was in people’s hearts, for listening to sand dunes sing and insects whisper. Even as a
young boy, acting as an interpreter between his warring Mayan grandmother and his Spanish-speaking
mother, he would translate words of spite into words of respect, so that their mutual hatred turned to love.
When he grew up, he put his gift to good use in his job as a humble telegraph operator.

But now the telegraph lies abandoned, obsolete as a form of communication in the electronic age, and don
Júbilo is on his deathbed, mute and estranged from his beloved wife, Lucha, who refuses to speak to him.
What tragic event has come between two such sensuous, loving people to cause their seemingly irreparable
rift? What mystery lies behind the death of the son no one ever mentions? Can their daughter bring
reconciliation to her parents before it is too late, by acting as an interpreter between them, just as Júbilo used
to do for other people?

Swift as Desire is Laura Esquivel’s loving tribute to her father, who worked his own lifelong magic as a
telegraph operator. In this enchanting, bittersweet story, touched with graphic earthiness and wit, she shows
us how keeping secrets will always lead to unhappiness, and how communication is the key to love.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Laura Esquivel's Swift as Desire, an enchanting and sensuous romance, reflects upon an undying love and
the will to overcome an unspeakable tragedy. As in her bestselling novel Like Water for Chocolate, Swift as
Desire is rich with metaphor, coated with magic, and very much about the power of desire. Júbilo, a
telegraph operator blessed (or cursed) with the ability to hear what people feel, radiates joy from his birth.
He spends his life mediating for others and salvaging their relationships, until disaster strikes his own life
and causes him to question, even loathe, his supernatural gift.

He who knew that no matter how quiet the air was, there were always hearts beating, planets
spinning in the heavens, bodies breathing, plants growing; and all producing sounds, but he
hadn't heard anything! He hadn't heard anything!

Writing the novel as a tribute to her father (himself, a telegraph operator), Esquivel integrates her belief in
the power of words. Swift as Desire is an engaging and enjoyable story that anyone with the slightest interest
in a sensually romantic novel will find quite desirable, indeed. --Yvonne Schindler

From Publishers Weekly
The princess of modern Latin literature (second only to Isabel Allende) has written yet another quirky and
sensual story with a moralistic twist, its cute-as-can-be characters arguing and loving with equal passion. But
Esquivel's fourth novel lacks that certain something that enthralled readers of Like Water for Chocolate. Her
writing is choppy, clich‚-laden and has the feel of a translation (no translator is credited). Yet it invokes
chuckles and sighs, and if a reader craves more of the sweet wackiness that made the author's first book so
appealing, Swift As Desire certainly delivers. Since birth, J£bilo has had a zest for life and an uncanny
ability to hear the words in people's hearts before they are able to (or just didn't want to) say them. He puts
his talents to good use as a telegraph operator in 1920s Mexico and falls in love with beautiful, wealthy Luz.
The couple marries, has children and enjoys a heavenly existence. But something happens during their idyllic
life together that drives them apart. Now, their daughter Lluvia is nursing her father as he is bedridden with
Parkinson's disease. Before J£bilo dies, Lluvia desperately wants to know the cause of her parents'
separation. Through Morse code, she communicates with her father and uncovers the secret nothing juicy,
just a sad story that could have been avoided if the lines of communication between husband and wife had
been more open. Esquivel's storytelling abilities are in top form here, and, despite its unoriginality, the novel
succeeds in conveying a touching message of the power of familial and romantic love.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Adult/High School-With a touch of magical realism, and a strong dose of sensuality that almost tips over into
obsession, the author of Like Water for Chocolate (Doubleday, 1992) tells a love story like no other. Teens
will be transported into a different culture, and a different way of thinking and of viewing the world when
they meet Jubilo Chi. When he was a young child his Mayan grandmother taught him her language, and he
became the sole interpreter between his grandmother and his Spanish mother. His translations, rather than
literal, seek reconciliation between the warring women and eventually their suspicion turns to love. The
power of words and of unspoken messages shape Jubilo's life and lead to his career as a telegraph operator.
He also embraces the Mayans' intimate connection with the universe, especially the sun, and can often



discern emotions using this connection. Eventually the family leaves his grandmother and Yucat n and
moves to Mexico City, and at 17, Jubilo meets 15-year-old Lucha. Their attraction is immediate and
eventually they marry. Their passion is boundless, but Jubilo's job provides only the bare necessities, and
Lucha's desire for the fine things turns to discontent and the source of their troubles. After two children and
many years of marriage, they separate, but their daughter, Lluvia, caring for her father, now old and ill, is
determined to unravel the mystery of their inability to reconcile. How she does so provides the climax to this
tale of love, laughter, desire, and remorse.

Molly Connally, Kings Park Library, Fairfax County, VA

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alvin Pryor:

In other case, little persons like to read book Swift as Desire: A Novel. You can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book Swift as Desire: A Novel. You can
add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's read.

Edward Payne:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Swift as Desire: A Novel book as nice
and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Scott Tucker:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of
book Swift as Desire: A Novel. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add
your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide.
It can bring you from one place to other place.



Eric Saunders:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the
book Swift as Desire: A Novel we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative
person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change
your life with this book Swift as Desire: A Novel. You can more appealing than now.
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