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“Robert Scholes has written an enviable book on the uses and abuses of literary
theory in the teaching of literature. One of [his] most forceful points...is that
‘literary theory’ is not something a teacher may either ‘use’ or not use, for
teaching itself is an unavoidably theoretical activity.”—Gerald Graff, Novel
“Scholes’ emphasisin Textual Power isindicated by the book’s subtitle. After a
provocative analysis of disciplinary values and departmental tendencies...[he]
proposes that ‘we must stop “teaching literature” and start studying texts'...His
book is essential for college libraries.”—R.C. Gebhardt, Choice

“There is no issue more current, more relevant to the present scene, than the
problem of pedagogy and its relation to contemporary theory. Textual Power is
an important, provocative, and above all useful contribution to this
discussion.”—Gregory L. Ulmer

Robert Scholes, author of Sructuralismin Literature and Semiotics and

Inter pretation among other books, is Alumni-Alumnae University Professor of
English and Comparative Literature at Brown University.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

In this path-breaking book, a major critic and theoretician of literature considers the impact of post-
structuralist theory upon teaching, with particular attention to the textual issues raised by Jaceuges Derrida,
Frederic Jameson, and Stanley Fish.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Karen Martinez:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Textual Power: Literary Theory and the Teaching of
English. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important abook Textual Power: Literary Theory and the Teaching of English. Y ou can add knowledge and
of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Robert McK ay:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we
will say absolutely of course. People is human not only arobot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity are there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare
time, the actual book you have read is Textual Power: Literary Theory and the Teaching of English.

OphéeliaEllis:

Isit you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Textual Power: Literary
Theory and the Teaching of English can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are so out of
date, spending your time by reading in this fresh erais common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Gwendolyn Mullins:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the



library or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
internal or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students fedl that looking at is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. Aswe know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Textual Power: Literary Theory and the Teaching of
English can make you feel more interested to read.
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