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Miss Petitfour enjoys having adventures that are "just the right size - fitting into a
single, magical day." She is an expert at baking and eating fancy iced cakes, and
her favorite mode of travel is par avion. On windy days, she takes her sixteen
cats out for an airing: Minky, Misty, Taffy, Purrsia, Pirate, Mustard, Moutarde,
Hemdela, Earring, Grigorovitch, Clasby, Captain Captain, Captain Catkin,
Captain Cothespin, Your Shyness and Sizzles. With the aid of her favorite tea
party tablecloth as a makeshift balloon, Miss Petitfour and her charges fly over
her village, having many little adventures along the way. Join Miss Petitfour and
her equally eccentric felines on five magical outings -- a search for marmalade, to
a spring jumble sale, on a quest for "birthday cheddar", the retrieval of a lost rare
stamp and as they compete in the village's annual Festooning Festival. A
whimsical, beautifully illustrated collection of tales that celebrates language,
storytelling and small pleasures, especially the edible kind!
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Miss Petitfour enjoys having adventures that are "just the right size - fitting into a single, magical day." She
is an expert at baking and eating fancy iced cakes, and her favorite mode of travel is par avion. On windy
days, she takes her sixteen cats out for an airing: Minky, Misty, Taffy, Purrsia, Pirate, Mustard, Moutarde,
Hemdela, Earring, Grigorovitch, Clasby, Captain Captain, Captain Catkin, Captain Cothespin, Your Shyness
and Sizzles. With the aid of her favorite tea party tablecloth as a makeshift balloon, Miss Petitfour and her
charges fly over her village, having many little adventures along the way. Join Miss Petitfour and her equally
eccentric felines on five magical outings -- a search for marmalade, to a spring jumble sale, on a quest for
"birthday cheddar", the retrieval of a lost rare stamp and as they compete in the village's annual Festooning
Festival. A whimsical, beautifully illustrated collection of tales that celebrates language, storytelling and
small pleasures, especially the edible kind!
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 1–4—Meet Miss Petitfour—baker, adventurer, cat-lover, reader, stamp-collector, and storyteller—and her
multitudinous cats in this episodic, begging-to-be-read-aloud illustrated chapter book. Its comedic
irreverence and spirited play with words, names, and pirate lore will remind readers of Mary Poppins and
Pippi Longstocking. Children will savor the whimsical language and conversational tone as well as the
nameless village with its wordless wooden signs ("[T]his village was friendly to all even the youngest who
didn't yet know how to read and to a stranger who spoke a foreign language."). The bookstore has two
sections: the "hum" section, where adventure is king, and the "ho-hum" section, where nothing much
happens. There is plenty of hum in this tale, such as the stormy day when Miss Petitfour and her cats get
stuck on the bell tower while traveling by a transparent plastic tablecloth "as invisible as the rain itself." A
subplot concerns what makes a good story, explicitly highlighting (in font and tone) words that govern
pacing: "Some words are like rays of light, white knights or a safety pin at the right moment…like
'unbelievably' or 'by great fortune.'" Then the author proceeds to use those words herself, ostensibly
instructing young ones how to write digressive adventure stories. VERDICT Highly recommended for story
lovers of all shapes and sizes.—Sara Lissa Paulson, City-As-School High School, New York City

Review

“Block's charming, full-color illustrations complement the tales in a decidedly mid-20th-century modern
style .... An homage to classic fantasies for an audience willing to suspend all disbelief and just go along for
the ride.” - Kirkus Reviews

“In her first children’s book, adult author Michaels presents five stories driven equally by whimsy and self-
aware humor .... Michaels is fond of digressions, one of many vocabulary words she highlights as the
narrative comments on the peculiarities of storytelling .... Block’s delicate color illustrations are ideally
suited to Miss Petitfour’s subdued and decidedly eccentric adventures, which involve everything from an
empty marmalade jar to a lost stamp.” - Publisher’s Weekly

“.... It's comedic irreverence and spirited play with words, names, and pirate lore will remind readers of Mary
Poppins and Pippi Longstocking. Children will savor the whimsical language and conversational tone as well
as the nameless village with its wordless wooden signs ...." - Starred Review, School Library Journal

“Toronto’s new poet laureate is known for her moody adult poetry and fiction, so it came as a surprise when
her kidlit debut turned out to be a fun and whimsical confection of sweet stories about a young woman and
her 16 cats who take to the sky using a tablecloth as a sort of non-hot air balloon. Full of delightful language
that skips and lilts off the page and the tongue, Michael’s first book for kids might even be better than the
stuff she writes for adults.” - Quill & Quire

About the Author



Anne Michaels is the author of several books of poetry, of the multi-award-winning novel Fugitive Pieces,
which was made into a feature film and won the Orange Prize for Fiction and the Guardian Fiction Prize
and The Winter Vault, her celebrated second novel. Her most recent book, Correspondences, was shortlisted
for the Griffin Poetry Prize. Anne's work has appeared in translation around the world. She lives in Toronto.

Emma Block is the author and illustrator of Tea and Cake and has illustrated several books for children. She
has worked for clients including Blue Apple, Harper Collins, Orla Kiely, UNIQULO, Anthropologie, Time
Out and Hallmark. She likes charity shops, tea and very sharp pencils. Her art is inspired by the people she
meets in her everyday life, old photos, vintage clothes, travel, 1950s illustration and 1930s jazz. Visit her
online at emmablock.co.uk.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sonja Johnson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Adventures of Miss Petitfour. Try to stumble through book The
Adventures of Miss Petitfour as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone
and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Jose Scott:

Here thing why this specific The Adventures of Miss Petitfour are different and dependable to be yours. First
of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. The Adventures of Miss Petitfour giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Adventures of
Miss Petitfour. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing
the paper book maybe the form of The Adventures of Miss Petitfour in e-book can be your option.

Jennifer Crawford:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Adventures of Miss Petitfour
book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.



Linda Thomas:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The Adventures of Miss Petitfour to
make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book
and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that
the reserve The Adventures of Miss Petitfour can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with
what must you're doing of their time.
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