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Six-year-old Gretl Schmidt is on a train bound for Aushwitz. Jakób
Kowalski is planting a bomb on the tracks.

As World War II draws to a close, Jakób fights with the Polish resistance against
the crushing forces of Germany and Russia. They intend to destroy a German
troop transport, but Gretl’s unscheduled train reaches the bomb first.

Gretl is the only survivor. Though spared from the concentration camp, the
orphaned German Jew finds herself lost in a country hostile to her people. When
Jakób discovers her, guilt and fatherly compassion prompt him to take her in. For
three years, the young man and little girl form a bond over the secrets they must
hide from his Catholic family.

But she can’t stay with him forever. Jakób sends Gretl to South Africa, where
German war orphans are promised bright futures with adoptive Protestant
families—so long as Gretl’s Jewish roots, Catholic education, and connections to
communist Poland are never discovered.

Separated by continents, politics, religion, language, and years, Jakób and Gretl
will likely never see each other again. But the events they have both survived and
their belief that the human spirit can triumph over the ravages of war have
formed a bond of love that no circumstances can overcome.
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Six-year-old Gretl Schmidt is on a train bound for Aushwitz. Jakób Kowalski is planting a bomb on
the tracks.

As World War II draws to a close, Jakób fights with the Polish resistance against the crushing forces of
Germany and Russia. They intend to destroy a German troop transport, but Gretl’s unscheduled train reaches
the bomb first.

Gretl is the only survivor. Though spared from the concentration camp, the orphaned German Jew finds
herself lost in a country hostile to her people. When Jakób discovers her, guilt and fatherly compassion
prompt him to take her in. For three years, the young man and little girl form a bond over the secrets they
must hide from his Catholic family.

But she can’t stay with him forever. Jakób sends Gretl to South Africa, where German war orphans are
promised bright futures with adoptive Protestant families—so long as Gretl’s Jewish roots, Catholic
education, and connections to communist Poland are never discovered.

Separated by continents, politics, religion, language, and years, Jakób and Gretl will likely never see each
other again. But the events they have both survived and their belief that the human spirit can triumph over
the ravages of war have formed a bond of love that no circumstances can overcome.
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Editorial Review

Review
' Right from the start, Joubert sets up a palpable, tension-filled atmosphere and visually striking landscape.
Mixing factual events with fiction, Gretl and Jakob offer interesting viewpoints on the world around them.' -
4 1/2 starred (RT Book Reviews)

“Joubert reminds readers how love triumphed over the difficulties faced by WWII survivors as they
navigated new boundaries, revised politics, and the old faith prejudices that defined post-war Europe.” (CBA
Retailers • Resources)

'Readers will adore intrepid Gretl and strong Jakób in this story of war, redemption, and love.” (Publishers
Weekly)

About the Author

International bestselling author Irma Joubert was a history teacher for 35 years before she began writing. Her
stories are known for their deep insight into personal relationships and rich historical detail. She’s the author
of eight novels and a regular fixture on bestseller lists in The Netherlands and in her native South Africa. She
is the winner of the 2010 ATKV Prize for Romance Novels. Facebook: irmajoubertpage

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lela Koehn:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have
read is The Girl From the Train.

Jennifer Larson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at
a book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere?
It all right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Girl
From the Train which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.



Melanie Moore:

You can get this The Girl From the Train by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various.
Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era
just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Jennifer Joseph:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the The
Girl From the Train when you necessary it?
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