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There was racism in the ancient world, after all. This groundbreaking book
refutes the common belief that the ancient Greeks and Romans harbored "ethnic
and cultural," but not racial, prejudice. It does so by comprehensively tracing the
intellectual origins of racism back to classical antiquity. Benjamin Isaac's
systematic analysis of ancient social prejudices and stereotypes reveals that some
of those represent prototypes of racism--or proto-racism--which in turn inspired
the early modern authors who developed the more familiar racist ideas. He
considers the literature from classical Greece to late antiquity in a quest for the
various forms of the discriminatory stereotypes and social hatred that have
played such an important role in recent history and continue to do so in modern
society.

Magisterial in scope and scholarship, and engagingly written, The Invention of
Racism in Classical Antiquity further suggests that an understanding of ancient
attitudes toward other peoples sheds light not only on Greco-Roman imperialism
and the ideology of enslavement (and the concomitant integration or non-
integration) of foreigners in those societies, but also on the disintegration of the
Roman Empire and on more recent imperialism as well. The first part considers
general themes in the history of discrimination; the second provides a detailed
analysis of proto-racism and prejudices toward particular groups of foreigners in
the Greco-Roman world. The last chapter concerns Jews in the ancient world,
thus placing anti-Semitism in a broader context.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edward Carter:

This The Invention of Racism in Classical Antiquity book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information
you will get. That The Invention of Racism in Classical Antiquity without we understand teach the one who
reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Invention of
Racism in Classical Antiquity can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out
to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Invention of Racism in
Classical Antiquity having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Kathleen Bonds:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to
be learn. The Invention of Racism in Classical Antiquity can be your answer given it can be read by an
individual who have those short time problems.

Carrie Mathis:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Invention of Racism in Classical
Antiquity can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?

Joshua White:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This publication The Invention of Racism in Classical Antiquity was filled about
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just



wanted.
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