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"Meticulous in its research, forensic in its reasoning, robust in its argument,
and often hilarious in its debunking... a highly entertaining rumble with the
century's major conspiracy theorists and their theories." --John Lahr,
National Book Critics Circle Award-winning author of Tennessee Williams

From an award-winning journalist, a history so funny, so true, so scary, it's
bound to be called a conspiracy.

Our age is obsessed by the idea of conspiracy. We see it everywhere- from Pearl
Harbor to 9/11, from the assassination of Kennedy to the death of Diana. In this
age of terrorism we live in, the role of conspiracy is a serious one, one that can
fuel radical or fringe elements to violence. 

For David Aaronovitch, there came a time when he started to see a pattern among
these inflammatory theories. these theories used similarly murky methods with
which to insinuate their claims: they linked themselves to the supposed
conspiracies of the past (it happened then so it can happen now); they carefully
manipulated their evidence to hide its holes; they relied on the authority of
dubious academic sources. Most important, they elevated their believers to
membership of an elite- a group of people able to see beyond lies to a higher
reality. But why believe something that entails stretching the bounds of probabil-
ity so far?

In this entertaining and enlightening book, he examines why people believe
conspiracy theories, and makes an argument for a true skepticism: one based on a
thorough knowledge of history and a strong dose of common sense.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Like Michael Shermer in Why People Believe Weird Things (1997), or Damian
Thompson in Counterknowledge (2008), Aaronovitch tackles the intriguing question of why people accept as
factual things that are patently (and provably) untrue. Most of the popular conspiracy theories are here: 9/11
as an inside job; the faked moon landings; the secret Zionist world empire; the Priory of Scion’s mission to
safeguard the bloodline of Jesus; the murder of Vince Foster; the noncitizenship of Barack Obama.
Aaronovitch demonstrates where the theories go off the rails (the Priory of Scion was a hoax concocted in
the mid-1950s, for instance), and he examines the reasons why elaborate conspiracy theories, despite being
so implausibly complex, capture the imaginations of so many people. It’s due to a mixture of credulity, a
lack of critical reasoning, a need for an underlying explanation for the inexplicable, and—perhaps most
important—an inability to distinguish between the possible and the wildly implausible (for example, which is
more likely: that astronauts actually went to the moon, or that thousands of people, including the astronauts
themselves, perpetrated, and are still perpetrating, a mammoth hoax?). The author also examines the role the
Internet now plays in disseminating, and lending apparent validity to, crackpot theories. The book is an
evenhanded, lively, and fascinating look not just at the people who believe these theories but also at the
people who promote them: the evidence manipulators, the liars, the con artists, and the almost pathetically
gullible and uninformed. --David Pitt

Review
"Aaronovitch tackles the intriguing question of why well-educated, reasonable people sometimes believe
'perfectly ridiculous things.'" --NPR

"Lively... In most cases, Mr. Aaronovitch notes, conspiracy theorists would rather tie themselves into
complicated knots and postulate all sorts of improbable secret connections than accept a simple, more
obvious explanation." --The New York Times

"Every reader will have his favorite crank." -- The New York Times Book Review

"Meticulous in its research, forensic in its reasoning, robust in its argument, and often hilarious in its
debunking... a highly entertaining rumble with the century's major conspiracy theorists and their theories." --
John Lahr, National Book Critics Circle Award-winning author of Tennessee Williams

"Terrifying, hilarious, irreverent and addictively compelling, Voodoo Histories is an instant classic that
should be read by everyone—a brilliant, witty and devastating analysis of, and guide to, the big lies of
modern history by our most brilliant commentator" – Simon Sebag Montefiore, author of Young Stalin and
Stalin: The Court Of The Red Tsar

"A brilliant, sparkling and witty demolition of numerous conspiracy theories—not only dotty but sometimes,
as in the case of the fabricated Protocols of the Elders of Zion—highly dangerous and an analysis of why
otherwise intelligent people are so ready to believe in them" – Ian Kershaw, author of Hitler and To Hell and
Back

About the Author
David Aaronovitch is an award-winning journalist, who has worked in radio, television and newspapers in

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


the United Kingdom since the early 1980s. His first book, Paddling to Jerusalem, won the Madoc prize for
travel literature in 2001. He is also the recipient of the George Orwell Prize for political journalism. He
writes a regular column for The Times (UK). He lives in north London, with his wife and three daughters.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Davis:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Voodoo Histories: The Role of the Conspiracy
Theory in Shaping Modern History book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Ray Goodrow:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read will be
Voodoo Histories: The Role of the Conspiracy Theory in Shaping Modern History.

Roger Borquez:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Voodoo Histories: The Role of
the Conspiracy Theory in Shaping Modern History, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right,
you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What?
Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Wayne Joseph:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Voodoo Histories: The Role of the
Conspiracy Theory in Shaping Modern History can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this
one book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This
particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why



hesitate? Let us have Voodoo Histories: The Role of the Conspiracy Theory in Shaping Modern History.
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