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Women have historically been prevented from living autonomously by
systematic injustice, subordination, and oppression. The lingering effects of these
practices have prompted many feminists to view autonomy with suspicion. Here,
Marilyn Friedman defends the ideal of feminist autonomy. In her eyes, behavior
is autonomous if it accords with the wants, cares, values, or commitments that the
actor has reaffirmed and is able to sustain in the face of opposition. By her
account, autonomy is socially grounded yet also individualizing and sometimes
socially disruptive, qualities that can be ultimately advantageous for women.
Friedman applies the concept of autonomy to domains of special interest to
women. She defends the importance of autonomy in romantic love, considers
how social institutions should respond to women who choose to remain in
abusive relationships, and argues that liberal societies should tolerate minority
cultural practices that violate women's rights so long as the women in question
have chosen autonomously to live according to those practices.
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Women have historically been prevented from living autonomously by systematic injustice, subordination,
and oppression. The lingering effects of these practices have prompted many feminists to view autonomy
with suspicion. Here, Marilyn Friedman defends the ideal of feminist autonomy. In her eyes, behavior is
autonomous if it accords with the wants, cares, values, or commitments that the actor has reaffirmed and is
able to sustain in the face of opposition. By her account, autonomy is socially grounded yet also
individualizing and sometimes socially disruptive, qualities that can be ultimately advantageous for women.
Friedman applies the concept of autonomy to domains of special interest to women. She defends the
importance of autonomy in romantic love, considers how social institutions should respond to women who
choose to remain in abusive relationships, and argues that liberal societies should tolerate minority cultural
practices that violate women's rights so long as the women in question have chosen autonomously to live
according to those practices.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Friedman has written a fine, well crafted book that contributes importantly to the construction of a
conception of autonomy suitable for feminist ethics and (liberal) political theory. As in her previous, highly
regarded work, Friedman's writing conveys a compelling, independent feminist voice at once scholarly and
accessible." --Hypatia

"Powerful... Autonomy, Gender, Politics makes a major contribution to the philosophical literature on
autonomy and gender. Whether or not one is ultimately persuaded by her content-neutral account of
autonomy, Friedman's discussion of the philosophical and social policy issues raised by a relational approach
to autonomy is illuminating, challenging and insightful."--Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

About the Author
Marilyn Friedman is at Washington University, St. Louis.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alla Haynes:

The experience that you get from Autonomy, Gender, Politics (Studies in Feminist Philosophy) could be the
more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Autonomy, Gender, Politics (Studies in Feminist
Philosophy) giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this Autonomy, Gender,
Politics (Studies in Feminist Philosophy) instantly.

Charles Owens:

Autonomy, Gender, Politics (Studies in Feminist Philosophy) can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Autonomy, Gender,
Politics (Studies in Feminist Philosophy) nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great



information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Stacey Williams:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The Autonomy, Gender,
Politics (Studies in Feminist Philosophy) provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Ronald Dotson:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of book
Autonomy, Gender, Politics (Studies in Feminist Philosophy). You can add your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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