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It looked for a while like Michael Collins would spend his life breaking concrete
and throwing rocks for the Vittorio Scalese Construction Company. He liked the
work and he liked the pay. But a chance remark by one of his coworkers made
him realize that he wanted to involve himself in something bigger, something
more meaningful than crushing rocks and drinking beer.

In his acclaimed first memoir, Hot Lights, Cold Steel, Collins wrote passionately
about his four-year surgical residency at the prestigious Mayo Clinic. Blue
Collar, Blue Scrubs turns back the clock, taking readers from his days as a
construction worker to his entry into medical school, expertly infusing his
journey to become a doctor with humanity, compassion and humor. From the
first time he delivers a baby to being surrounded by death and pain on a daily
basis, Collins compellingly writes about how medicine makes him confront, in a
very deep and personal way, the nature of God and suffering—and how delicate
life can be.
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It looked for a while like Michael Collins would spend his life breaking concrete and throwing rocks for the
Vittorio Scalese Construction Company. He liked the work and he liked the pay. But a chance remark by one
of his coworkers made him realize that he wanted to involve himself in something bigger, something more
meaningful than crushing rocks and drinking beer.

In his acclaimed first memoir, Hot Lights, Cold Steel, Collins wrote passionately about his four-year surgical
residency at the prestigious Mayo Clinic. Blue Collar, Blue Scrubs turns back the clock, taking readers from
his days as a construction worker to his entry into medical school, expertly infusing his journey to become a
doctor with humanity, compassion and humor. From the first time he delivers a baby to being surrounded by
death and pain on a daily basis, Collins compellingly writes about how medicine makes him confront, in a
very deep and personal way, the nature of God and suffering—and how delicate life can be.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
An orthopedic surgeon whose Mayo Clinic residency he recalled in Hot Lights, Cold Steel, Collins reaches
further back to tell of his days as a Chicago construction worker and, later, medical student. For a few years
after college, Collins enjoyed the physicality of constructing curbs and gutters and drinking beer with his
pals. But Collins, the oldest of eight boys in a close-knit Irish Catholic family, felt a vague yearning for
something more meaningful, which finally coalesced into the dream of becoming a doctor. The Notre Dame
graduate went back to college for two years of pre-med courses and entered Loyola at the ripe old age of 26.
The next few years were a reality check: the rote memorization in medical school, the petty tasks assigned to
an on-call med student and the shock, in his last year of medical school, of finding his intern had committed
suicide. Collins received a battlefield promotion to intern. He eventually found himself right at home with
the œorthopods,• who lack the pretension of the other surgical specialists. This is a perceptive, no-frills
memoir of a surgeon who succeeded by dint of hard work and brains. (June)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"Collins has a poet's soul, whether describing the sunrise through a laborer's eyes or what it means to be
human through a physician's...Literary talent produces this fast-paced memoir filled with easy, unforced
dialogue and authentic characters from all walks of life." --Booklist
 
"Collins has a superb ear for dialogue, and his breezy style makes his world spring to life." --Kirkus Reviews
 
"This is a perceptive, no-frills memoir of a surgeon who succeeded by dint of hard work and brains."
--Publishers Weekly
 

About the Author

MICHAEL J. COLLINS, M.D., served as the Chief Resident in Orthopedic Surgery at the prestigious Mayo
Clinic and is now a successful orthopedic surgeon. He is the author of the acclaimed medical memoir Hot
Lights, Cold Steel. He lives in Hinsdale, Illinois.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edward McClung:

Here thing why that Blue Collar, Blue Scrubs: The Making of a Surgeon are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. Blue Collar, Blue Scrubs: The Making of a Surgeon giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that
similar with Blue Collar, Blue Scrubs: The Making of a Surgeon. It gives you thrill examining journey, its



open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. When
you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Blue Collar, Blue Scrubs: The
Making of a Surgeon in e-book can be your substitute.

Fernande Hairston:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Blue Collar, Blue Scrubs: The Making of a Surgeon book is readable by
means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer regarding Blue Collar, Blue Scrubs: The Making of a Surgeon content conveys prospect easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Blue Collar, Blue Scrubs: The Making of a
Surgeon is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Julie Nealy:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Blue Collar, Blue Scrubs: The Making of a Surgeon as
the daily resource information.

Danny Floyd:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And also you know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to
increase you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with
regards to something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object.
One of them are these claims Blue Collar, Blue Scrubs: The Making of a Surgeon.
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