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This enchanting story, set in the late 1950s, takes us from the hills and piazzas of
Florence to the green domed mosques of Konya, Turkey. Upon discovering a
poem by the thirteenth-century Sufi dervish Rumi, Georgiou, a young Greek icon
painter, is compelled to travel to the land that this poet called home. Inspired by
Rumi's magical words, Georgiou leaves his father and their small business in
hopes of recapturing the transcendent power of an early childhood vision.

Through encounters with Christian and Islamic mystics, and guided by forces he
cannot name, Georgiou gradually learns to follow his own heart. The closer he
gets to Konya and to Rumi's tomb, the more in awe he becomes at the workings
of fate. But it is only when Georgiou returns to Florence that his life changes
forever in an experience that reveals the mystery of life and love.

In the tradition of The Alchemist and Siddartha, Chasing Rumi is a spellbinding
and enduring story for all.
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Georgiou, a young Greek icon painter, is compelled to travel to the land that this poet called home. Inspired
by Rumi's magical words, Georgiou leaves his father and their small business in hopes of recapturing the
transcendent power of an early childhood vision.
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gradually learns to follow his own heart. The closer he gets to Konya and to Rumi's tomb, the more in awe
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forever in an experience that reveals the mystery of life and love.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Housden (Ten Poems to Change Your Life) adds a mystical twist to a young man's search for love in this
spare, allegorical tale of a Greek icon painter living in 1950s Italy who makes a pilgrimage to the tomb of
13th-century Sufi poet Jelaluddin Rumi. Aesthete Georgiou loves art and beauty, but is frustrated by his
inability to find a worthy love in his native Florence. Dazzled by a book of Rumi's poems, Georgiou hopes
that a journey to the poet's tomb at Konya, Turkey, will teach him something about love. His meandering trip
takes him to a monastery in Meteora, Greece; to the shrine of Delphi, where he has a vision of the Virgin
Mary, who poses a riddle that holds the key to his quest; and to other sites in Greece and Turkey, where he
meets Orthodox priests, mystics, sheikhs and dervishes who teach him that romance between a man and a
woman is not the only kind of love there is, and that accumulating knowledge doesn't necessarily help one to
experience or understand love. Housden is a graceful storyteller and he offers an offbeat look at the
relationship between divine love and earthly romantic love. Unfortunately, he tends to slip into treacly, bland
affirmations ("All is already well. Listen to what your heart tells you, and you cannot stray far"), and the
tidy, happily-ever-after ending belies some of the complicated questions about spirituality and self-
knowledge that are raised through Georgiou's quest.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
The best-selling author of Ten Poems to Change Your Life (2001) provides a fantastical account of one
young man's intimate journey of discovery. Moved beyond all practical reason by a poem penned by Rumi, a
thirteenth-century mystic, Georgiou, a Greek icon painter residing in Florence, is inspired to undertake a
pilgrimage to Konya, Turkey, the city where the lines were written that touched his heart. During the course
of his odyssey, Georgiou experiences visions, encounters a number of eccentric spiritual guides, and
develops as both an artist and a human being. When Georgiou finally arrives in Konya, his soul is awakened
by a deceptively simple discovery. His restless mind and inner being finally at peace, Georgiou is ready to
accept the greatest gift life has to offer: unconditional love. Lyrically written, this surrealistic affirmation of
life and love will! enthrall and inspire readers seeking spiritual nourishment. Margaret Flanagan
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"Housden's prose is quietly elegant, sparse yet lyrical--perfect for this love letter to a master poet." (NAPRA
ReView)

"A jewel of a book. Both delicious and simple, Chasing Rumi has all the makings of a classic." (Jack
Kornfield, author of A Path With Heart and After the Ecstasy, the Laundry)

"Lyrically written, this surrealistic affirmation of life and love will enthrall and inspire readers seeking
spiritual nourishment." (Booklist)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Sandra Murray:

The book Chasing Rumi: A Fable About Finding the Heart's True Desire gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book
Chasing Rumi: A Fable About Finding the Heart's True Desire to get your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able
to know everything if you like available and read a reserve Chasing Rumi: A Fable About Finding the
Heart's True Desire. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others.
So , how do you think about this book?

William Phillips:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book Chasing Rumi: A Fable About Finding the Heart's
True Desire has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Chasing Rumi: A Fable About Finding the Heart's
True Desire is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you truly
feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book
Chasing Rumi: A Fable About Finding the Heart's True Desire. You never sense lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Thelma Atkins:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Chasing Rumi: A Fable About Finding the Heart's True Desire provide you
with a new experience in reading through a book.

Joseph Mesta:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source this filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a
person. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book,
book and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just seeking the Chasing Rumi: A Fable About Finding the Heart's True Desire when you
needed it?
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