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"Here's the Dorothy Parker of mystery writers...giving more wit per page than
most writers give per book."
-Nancy Pickard
She may be a mild-mannered Philadelphia schoolteacher, but when there's
murder in the air, Amanda Pepper always manages to teach the police a neat new
trick or two. This time America's hot vacation spot, Atlantic City, is the scene of
a cold-blooded crime.
AN ALTERNATE SELECTION OF THE MYSTERY GUILD
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Philadelphia teacher Amanda Pepper is vacationing with Sasha Berg, a woman photographer friend willing
to share the hotel room she will occupy while working in Atlantic City. On arrival, their hotel gives them a
free upgrade to a luxurious, high-roller ' s suite. After Sasha heads out for a dinner date, Amanda departs
with policeman C. K. Mackenzie, her significant other who is in town on a case. They're roused by a 1 a.m.
call from Sasha, who has found a dead man in the suite and been arrested for murder. Suspecting that Sasha
has been framed, Amanda tries to track down her friend's date and to learn if the victim, who ran his own
investment firm, truly deserved his "man-of-the-year type" reputation. Besides getting help from her beau,
Amanda is assisted by two spunky women--Georgette, who lives on the beach, and Lala (for lollapalooza),
an older widow engaged in a husband-snaring scheme--who add ginger and depth to the tale. Aside from a
finale that finds Amanda surrounded by a crowd of tourists that seem too dim even to operate slot machines,
Roberts ( With Friends Like These ) combines appealing characters, a good puzzle and some serious
messages--about women and poverty--in an entertaining whole. Literary Guild and Mystery Guild selection;
author tour.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
Not only is Philly Prep teacher Amanda Pepper able to launch her vacation with a free junket to Atlantic
City, ``America's Number One Vacation Destination,'' but she and her photographer friend Sasha Berg, in
town for a shoot, get a breathtaking upgrade at their casino hotel. The only fly in the ointment is financial
advisor Jesse Reese, to whose usual suite they've been moved--and who seems so determined to hang on to it
that he turns up bludgeoned to death in Sasha's bed. When witnesses identify Sasha as the woman on Reese's
arm on his way up to the suite, and Sasha's alibi turns out to be anything but a stand-up guy (a glaring loose
end, this), the police move to downgrade her accommodations. It's up to Mandy (With Friends Like These...,
1993) and her sometime lover, Philly cop C.K. Mackenzie, to smash the frame--though C.K. proves to be
little help. As Mandy uncovers evidence of Reese's schemes to defraud trusting senior citizens on a grand
scale, she starts to see so many of the locals as potential scam victims- -Reese's brassy widow, Poppy; his
former partner, Ray Palford; a homeless woman named Georgette who jealously guards her stretch of the
boardwalk--that you'd think the town had hung out a banner for a Fleeced by Reese convention. So the
mystery's not much of a stretch for Mandy, despite a lineup of zany suspects who keep popping up as
abruptly as jack-in- the-boxes...or casino staffers. As usual, Roberts's sprightly heroine is much more
engaging than the story she has to tell. (Literary Guild/Mystery Book Club selections) -- Copyright ©1994,
Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

From the Publisher
Even before I became her editor, starting with her third mystery novel, I was enamored of Gillian Roberts
and the Philadelphia-set series she writes about schoolteacher Amanda Pepper. (The author herself was once
a schoolteacher in Philadelphia, so she knows whereof she writes.) Gillian's debut, CAUGHT DEAD IN
PHILADELPHIA, justly won the Anthony Award for Best First Novel. And subsequent installments
confirmed the promise of that first book. What's special about all the Amanda Pepper novels is Amanda's
voice (i.e., Gillian's first-person narration): wry, commonsensical, and with commentary that alternates
between compassionate and laugh-aloud funny. Maybe the best way to describe the appeal of Gillian Roberts
is to quote another top-echelon crime novelist, Nancy Pickard, who says, "Here's the Dorothy Parker of
mystery writers, laughing even when -- especially when -- it hurts, and giving more wit per page than most
writers give per book." All I'll add is: don't miss Gillian Roberts!



--Joe Blades, Associate Publisher

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Holly Silva:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book How I Spent My Summer
Vacation. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other
social media.

Connie Sims:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline How I
Spent My Summer Vacation suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The
actual book untitled How I Spent My Summer Vacationis the main of several books that everyone read now.
This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the
new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people
can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Ann Edwards:

Typically the book How I Spent My Summer Vacation will bring someone to the new experience of reading
any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this
book very ideal to you. The book How I Spent My Summer Vacation is much recommended to you to read.
You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Jean Gonzales:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide How I Spent My Summer Vacation was filled with regards to
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy
to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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