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When Warren Zevon died in 2003, he left behind a rich catalog of dark, witty
rock 'n' roll classics, including "Lawyers, Guns and Money," "Excitable Boy,"
and the immortal "Werewolves of London." He also left behind a fanatical cult
following and veritable rock opera of drugs, women, celebrity, genius, and epic
bad behavior. As Warren once said, "I got to be Jim Morrison a lot longer than he
did."

Narrated by his former wife and longtime co-conspirator, Crystal Zevon, this
intimate and unusual oral history draws on interviews with Bruce Springsteen,
Stephen King, Bonnie Raitt, and numerous others who fell under Warren's
mischievous spell. Told in the words and images of the friends, lovers, and
legends who knew him best, I'll Sleep When I'm Dead captures Warren Zevon in
all his turbulent glory.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. For those who know them, the brilliant, dark songs of Warren Zevon (1947-2003) inspire
nothing short of adoration; for those who don't, this stunning biography of the irrepressible rock 'n' roll
singer/songwriter should send them sprinting to the nearest record store. By taking an unexpurgated, oral-
history approach to Warren's life, his former wife and lifelong friend Crystal has crafted a sharp, funny, jaw-
dropping rock biography that's among the best of the sub-genre. Provocative and unflinching, her account
distills Warren's journal entries and the author's exhaustive interviews with 87 family members, business
associates, band mates, fellow musicians and former lovers into a chronology ranging from Warren's
ancestry to his death, at age 56, from lung cancer. The impetus for the book was Warren himself-he implored
Crystal to tell his story and to "promise you'll tell 'em the whole truth, even the awful, ugly parts." The awful,
ugly parts turn up often: Warren's addictions (to alcohol, drugs and sex), personal demons (intense
obsessive-compulsion and commitment-phobia) and paternal shortcomings (to him, kids were nuisances) all
get plenty of play here. But so does Warren's music, for which peers like Jackson Browne, Bruce Springsteen
and Paul Schaffer offer plenty of insight. This top-notch biography is a must-read for fans, and a highly
rewarding read for anyone interested in a close look at the life of a modern rock icon.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Warren Zevon was greatly admired for writing some of the most intelligent and literate songs in rock.
Probably best known are the darkly humorous "Werewolves of London" and "Excitable Boy." He was a rock
'n' roll wild man, whose unconventional life his ex-wife Crystal's oral-history-style biography makes as
iconoclastic in the telling as it was in the living. Among the tellers are members of Zevon's family, and
friends and colleagues including Jackson Browne, Bonnie Raitt, Bruce Springsteen, Billy Bob Thornton,
Dave Barry, and Stephen King. They comment on his often dissolute lifestyle, his drinking and subsequent
sobriety, his off-the-wall humor, the diagnosis of the inoperable lung cancer of which he ultimately died in
September 2003, and, of course, his remarkable songs. His behavior was not always laudable--for example,
he was a notorious womanizer--but he remained true to himself. This often searing, humorous, and brutally
honest book captures him at his best and his worst. Another appropriate friend, crime novelist Carl Hiaasen,
contributes a foreword. June Sawyers
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
“Zevon...was a brilliant, funny, biting, tender storyteller...and [this] will keep him in your heart.”

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Freed:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a day to

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


reading a e-book. The book I'll Sleep When I'm Dead: The Life and Times of Warren Zevon it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You
can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
features high quality.

Anthony Davidson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping I'll Sleep When I'm Dead: The
Life and Times of Warren Zevon that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your
good habit, it is possible to pick I'll Sleep When I'm Dead: The Life and Times of Warren Zevon become
your own personal starter.

George Chadwick:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere?
It all right you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like I'll Sleep When
I'm Dead: The Life and Times of Warren Zevon which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's view.

Alexander Pridmore:

This I'll Sleep When I'm Dead: The Life and Times of Warren Zevon is fresh way for you who has interest to
look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this I'll Sleep When I'm Dead: The Life and
Times of Warren Zevon can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to
get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I
mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your
better life along with knowledge.
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