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Notoriously immortalied by Shakespeare and historians, he is history's most
infamous royal villian: Richard I11, king of England from 1483 to 1485. Crazed
with power and paranoia, he is generally supposed to have killed the youthful
Prince of Wales and the aged Henry V1, drowned his brother in avat of wine,
poisoned hiswife, and, worst of al, murdered his two young nephews, the older
of whom was the rightful king--areign of terror ending only with his own
cowardly death on the blood-soaked field of battle.

But isall thistrue? Modern revisionists, citing the unreliability of Shakespeare's
sources and the political agenda of historians in Richard's own day, have offered
afar different portrait. A brave and valiant soldier, aloyal brother, and an
intelligent, able king popular with his subjects and defeated only through
treachery, their Richard is the victim of a deliberate campaign of slander devised
by his Tudor successorsto the throne.

In this comprehensive, meticulously researched book, renowned litigator Bertram
Fields outlines and evaluates the arguments of both sides, sifting through five
hundred years of legend to apply his highly successful courtroom techniques to
the available evidence. Clearing away the dust of time, Fields reconstructs one of
the most dramatic and turbulent episodes in history, analyzing the motives and
machinations of the many players and emerging with the most definitive account
yet of this most fascinating figure--and a powerful argument against acquiescing
to common belief.
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Notoriously immortalied by Shakespeare and historians, he is history's most infamous royal villian: Richard
I11, king of England from 1483 to 1485. Crazed with power and paranoia, he is generally supposed to have
killed the youthful Prince of Wales and the aged Henry VI, drowned his brother in avat of wine, poisoned
hiswife, and, worst of all, murdered his two young nephews, the older of whom was the rightful king--a
reign of terror ending only with his own cowardly death on the blood-soaked field of battle.

But isall thistrue? Modern revisionists, citing the unreliability of Shakespeare's sources and the political
agenda of historiansin Richard's own day, have offered afar different portrait. A brave and valiant soldier, a
loyal brother, and an intelligent, able king popular with his subjects and defeated only through treachery,
their Richard is the victim of a deliberate campaign of slander devised by his Tudor successors to the throne.

In this comprehensive, meticulously researched book, renowned litigator Bertram Fields outlines and
evaluates the arguments of both sides, sifting through five hundred years of legend to apply his highly
successful courtroom techniques to the available evidence. Clearing away the dust of time, Fields
reconstructs one of the most dramatic and turbulent episodesin history, analyzing the motives and
machinations of the many players and emerging with the most definitive account yet of this most fascinating
figure--and a powerful argument against acquiescing to common belief.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Prominent entertainment attorney Bertram Fields uses hislegal expertise to analyze the life and times of
Richard I11 in Royal Blood, shining alight on that most ambiguous and important period of English history,
the years of the 15th century between the War of the Roses and Richard's bloody death at Bosworth Field.
Rebuking traditional historians who have immortalized Richard as the treacherous usurper--the vile
mastermind behind the deaths of his brother, nephews, and friends--as well as revisionists who treat him as
the courageous victim of treasonous allies and Tudor power, Fields cross-examined al the earliest accounts,
including Thomas More's history (which would serve as the basis for Shakespeare's play), exposing the
geographical, political, and cultural influences that have shaped previous interpretations of Richard's career.

Among the many surprisesis Fields's suggestion that Richard did not commit what is widely understood to
be his most atrocious crime: the murder of his nephews, the Woodville Princes. With alawyer's zeal for
establishing doubt, Fields boldly entertains several possibilities for the princes' fates, arguing that other
powerful contestants for the English throne, like Richard's Tudor successor Henry VI, could have been
responsible for the deaths of the boys--or that the infamous killing might not have even taken place. Fields
also speculates on what might have happened had Richard not become king. Would England have remained
Catholic? Could the First World War have been prevented? Such conjectures may raise an eyebrow--they are
as ddightfully provocative as the rest of Royal Blood. --James Highfill

From Publishers Weekly

Shakespeare (a Tudor playwright, after all) said Richard I11 did it. Contemporary mystery writers such as
Josephine Tey and Elizabeth Peters would argue the reverse. And historians have weighed in on both sides.
In another salvo in the bookish battle over whether or not Richard I11 killed hisroyal nephewsin order to
consolidate his power, Los Angeles entertainment attorney Fields offers aremarkably thorough and intricate
history. After reading Fields's examination, readers will find themselves regarding British iconsAHastings,
the Tudors, Dorset, etc.Awith new appreciation. Fields sprinkles this erudite look at 15th-century England
with enough informative asides to make the complexities of the Wars of the Roses a little less overwhelming
(e.g., the swashbuckling Sir Edward Brampton was the first Jew ever to be knighted). Fields also presents an
interesting portrait of Sir Thomas More, one that makes him out to be as misleading as Shakespeare when it
comes to Richard's villainy. The book ends with a"what if" chapter that posits an entirely different world
had Richard |11 stayed on the throne. It's easy to see why Fields is such a successful lawyerAhis account is
masterfully argued and expertly researched. It may be a little much for the casual reader, but then Ricardian
revisionists rarely are casua readers. (Nov.) FYI: Fields, who writes Hollywood thrillers under the name D.
Kincaid, started this book after his father asked when he was going to do something serious with hislife.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Thisinvestigation into the possibility that the fifteenth-century English king Richard 111 murdered his two
young nephews differs from othersin that Fields is a prominent entertainment lawyer; and it is from the
perspective of apracticing attorney that he assesses Richard's guilt. Richard I11, as the reader will remember,
was the younger brother of Edward 1V; on the latter's death, his young son naturally succeeded to the throne.
But Uncle Richard deposed the boy king, incarcerated him and his brother, and assumed the throne for
himself. Tradition has maintained that Richard murdered the boys and buried them on the Tower of London
premises, and the issue has been hotly debated for centuries. Although at times as dry as alegal document,


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

and despite reaching only the middle-of-the-road conclusion that "an objective analysis of the facts known
today does not allow for certainty or even near certainty asto Richard'sinnocence or guilt," Fields
exposition contributes a new approach to the literature of the period. Brad Hooper

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kevin Ortiz:

Here thing why this Royal Blood: Richard |11 and the Mystery of the Princes are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which isthe
content is as yummy as food or not. Royal Blood: Richard 111 and the Mystery of the Princes giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but thereis no reserve that
similar with Royal Blood: Richard 111 and the Mystery of the Princes. It gives you thrill studying journey, its
open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Royal
Blood: Richard I11 and the Mystery of the Princes in e-book can be your choice.

M aur een Bonds;

The event that you get from Royal Blood: Richard 111 and the Mystery of the Princes is amore deep you
searching the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Royal Blood: Richard 111 and the Mystery of the Princes giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveystheir point in particular way that can be understood
through anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of Royal
Blood: Richard I11 and the Mystery of the Princes instantly.

Randall Briggs:

The particular book Royal Blood: Richard I11 and the Mystery of the Princes will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the ideais very unique. Should you try to find new
book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Royal Blood: Richard 111 and the Mystery of the
Princes is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can aso get the e-book from your official web site, so you
can quicker to read the book.

Andrea Whitt:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we would like. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.
Every year seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Royal Blood: Richard I11 and the Mystery of the Princes
was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.



Some peopl e has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
feel enjoy to read aguide. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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